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Noun & Adjective 
Groups

PREVIEW
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Learning Goal & Success Criteria

We are learning to build and analyse noun groups and adjective groups.

• identify complete boundaries and head nouns

• expand groups with precise, grammatical detail

• explain how choices shape meaningPREVIEW



What Is a Noun Group?

A noun group is a group of words built around a head noun.

It names or identifies a person, place, thing or idea.

Example: the weathered bridge beside the creekPREVIEW



Find the Head Noun

The head noun is the central noun. Every other word adds information 

about it.

The three restless puppies near the gate

Head noun: puppiesPREVIEW



Parts of a Noun Group

determiner + quantity + modifiers + head noun + qualifier

the + two + curious + students + from the robotics club

PREVIEW



Build a Noun Group Step by Step

Start: lighthouse

Add a determiner: the lighthouse

Add a modifier: the solitary lighthouse

Add a qualifier: the solitary lighthouse on the cliff

PREVIEW



Mark the Complete Boundary

Ask: Which words work together to identify the noun?

[Several enormous gum trees beside the creek] shaded the track.

Do not stop at the head noun when a qualifier belongs.PREVIEW



Guided Identification

Bracket the complete noun group. Name the head noun.

At sunrise, the pale light over the harbour filled the room.

Complete group: the pale light over the harbour

Head: lightPREVIEW



Guided Expansion

Bare noun: notebook

Choose detail that fits a field - research context:

Mina’s weathered notebook with the torn cover

What does each added word contribute?PREVIEW



Noun Groups in Sentences

A complete noun group can act as subject or object.

[The focused competitor in lane four] waited.

The ranger photographed [each carefully labelled specimen in the tray].PREVIEW



Your Turn: Precise Expansion

Expand the head noun platform for a storm - damaged railway scene.

Include a determiner, two useful modifiers and a qualifier.

Then use your complete group in a grammatical sentence.PREVIEW



What Is an Adjective Group?

An adjective group works together to describe.

It has a core adjective and may include intensifiers or other detail.

Example: far too tired to continue

Core adjective: tiredPREVIEW



Before a Noun

An adjective group can sit before a noun.

the unusually narrow bridge

the deeply worried residents

The complete group includes every word doing the describing.PREVIEW



After a Linking Verb

An adjective group can follow a linking verb such as be, seem, feel, look, 

taste or become.

The soup tasted surprisingly rich and smoky.

The platform seemed strangely deserted.PREVIEW



One Adjective or a Group?

Single adjective: narrow

Adjective group: unusually narrow

Adjective group: narrow enough for one cyclist

Look for words that work together with the core adjective.PREVIEW



Mark the Complete Boundary

Bracket all words in the adjective group. Circle the core adjective.

The hikers were [far too tired to continue].

Core adjective: tired

A boundary that stops at “far too” is incomplete.PREVIEW



Guided Identification

Find the complete adjective group in each sentence.

Curious about the echo, Jem stepped forward.

The fallen leaves felt surprisingly soft after the rain.

Core adjectives: curious; softPREVIEW



Compare the Descriptive Effect

The music was nice.

The music was unexpectedly bright and rhythmic.

Which version gives a clearer picture?

Which words create that effect?PREVIEW



Precise, Not Overloaded

Useful detail helps the reader picture, locate or understand.

Overloaded detail slows the sentence or repeats an idea.

Keep the head noun clear. Keep every added word earning its place.

PREVIEW



Revise a Vague Sentence

Plain: A person carried the box.

Precise: A weary vendor in a linen apron carried the dented wooden box.

Check that both groups suit the setting and remain grammatical.PREVIEW



Plan from a Visual Prompt

Scan foreground, people or animals, and distant features.

Build three precise noun groups.

Build adjective groups for air, place and sky.

Plan one change that matters.PREVIEW



Annotate a Model Paragraph

The broken section of railing beside the viewing deck hung at a dangerous angle. Salt 

spray made the timber boards strangely slick.

Noun- group head: section

Adjective group: strangely slick

How do the groups build risk and mood?PREVIEW



Peer Revision Checklist

✓ Head nouns are easy to identify.

✓ Boundaries include every word working together.

✓ Adjective groups are complete.

✓ Details fit the context.

✓ Sentences stay grammatical and uncluttered.

PREVIEW



Well Done!

PREVIEW
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Noun & Adjective 
Groups Quiz

PREVIEW
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Question 1
Which is the complete noun group in this sentence?

The rusted gate behind the shed creaked.

A. rusted

B. gate

C. the rusted gate behind the shed

D. behind the shedPREVIEW



Answer 1

C. the rusted gate behind the shed

Head noun: gate

The qualifier “behind the shed” helps identify which gate.

PREVIEW



Question 2

What is the head noun in this group?

our most detailed map of the coastline

PREVIEW



Answer 2

map

“Our” and “most detailed” come before the head.

“of the coastline” qualifies it.

PREVIEW



Question 3

True or false?

In the sentence below, [the loose wheel] is the complete noun group.

We repaired the loose wheel on Dad’s old barrow.

PREVIEW



Answer 3

False.

The complete group is [the loose wheel on Dad’s old barrow].

Head noun: wheel

PREVIEW



Question 4

Which expansion best fits a storm scene?

A. the clouds

B. the bruised clouds above the western hills

C. the big, enormous, huge clouds

D. the stormy clouds in the stormPREVIEW



Answer 4

B. the bruised clouds above the western hills

The modifier suggests colour and mood. The qualifier locates the 

clouds. Options C and D repeat rather than sharpen.

PREVIEW



Question 5

Expand the head noun bird without changing the core meaning.

The bird landed.

Add one useful modifier and one qualifier.

PREVIEW



Answer 5

The flame-coloured bird on the fence landed.

Head noun: bird

Modifier: flame-coloured

Qualifier: on the fence

PREVIEW



Question 6
Which is the complete adjective group?

The tunnel was far too narrow for the truck.

A. narrow

B. far too

C. far too narrow for the truck

D. too narrow forPREVIEW



Answer 6

C. far too narrow for the truck

Core adjective: narrow

The intensifiers and qualifier belong to the complete group.

PREVIEW



Question 7

True or false?

“deeply worried” is an adjective group in this sentence:

We watched the deeply worried residents.

PREVIEW



Answer 7

True.

Core adjective: worried

“deeply” changes its intensity, so both words work together.

PREVIEW



Question 8

Revise this vague pair using a precise noun group and a complete 

adjective group.

A person walked into a place. The lights were bright.

PREVIEW



Answer 8

A cautious traveller in a soaked coat stepped into the deserted station. 

The flickering lamps above the platform were strangely dim.

Other precise, grammatical answers are possible.

PREVIEW



Question 9
Where does the adjective group function?

The soup tasted surprisingly rich and smoky.

A. before a noun

B. after a linking verb

C. as the head noun

D. as an adverb describing tastedPREVIEW



Answer 9

B. after a linking verb

“tasted” links the subject to the adjective group “surprisingly rich and 

smoky”.

PREVIEW



Question 10

How do the noun groups improve this scene?

The lone seabird beside the splintered rail lifted into the clearing sky.

Name one detail and explain its effect.

PREVIEW



Answer 10

“beside the splintered rail” locates the seabird and connects it to the 

storm damage. “the clearing sky” suggests the danger is passing. 

Together, the details build a clear shift in mood.

PREVIEW



How Did You Go?

PREVIEW
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