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NOUN GROUP

A group of words built
around a head noun.

[[those three restless cockatoos on th

l

those

l

determiner ~ quantity

three

AD."eCTh

)
Vo )

ROUP

yrds that works
I to describe.

cockatoos were [remarkably noisy at dawn).

l

l

intensifier adjective

remarkably

noisy

l

complement

at dawn

Ask: What does the whole group
describe? Where does it begin

and end?

BRACKET the
complete group

§

TEST
every word

REVISE

for precision
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Name: PAGE 1 OF 2

T\, GROUP DETECTIVE | |

Find the complete noun group.

(A] BRACKET AND UNDERLINE

Bracket the complete noun group in each sentence. Underline its head noun.

1. The tiny gecko beside the letterbox watched us.

2. Several curious students from the robotics club stayed haffnd.

3. A trail of silver bubbles rose through the wate

4. Those two cracked tiles near the

5. The loudest kookaburra i gum trggpwoke the campsite.

EXPLAIN

For sente

hw elong with the head noun? Explain how you know.

(CHALLENGE ] CHANGE THE DETAIL

Rewrite sentence 1 with a different modifier and qualifier, but keep the same head noun.

— LEARNING —
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Name: ANSWERS PAGE 1 OF 2

T, GROUP DETECTIVE | |

Find the complete noun group. <2

(A] BRACKET AND UNDERLINE

Bracket the complete noun group in each sentence. Underline its head noun.

1. [The tiny gecko beside the letterbox| watched us.

2. [ Several curious students from the robotics club| saf®d be

3. [A trail of silver bubbles] rose through th

(CHALLENGE) CHANGE THE DETAIL

Rewrite sentence 1 with a different modifier and qualifier, but keep the same head noun.

The watchful gecko beneath the porch watched us.

Sukindi
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S® _ GROUP DETECTIVE  [r:=]

;" > Test tricky boundaries and head nouns.
R &
e 4
Name:
I.'
[ (A ] CHOOSE THE COMPLETE GROUP -
Circle A, B or C. Then underline the head noun in your chosen group. @
1. A the rusted gate behind the shed B rusted

2. A a cluster of bright red berries

3. A the final train to Ballarat

4. A our most detailed map of the coastline

[9 ] BRACKET IN CONTEXT

Bracket the complete noun group.

3. We repaj heel on Dad’s old barrow.

4. Each labelled specimen in the tray was photographed.

| @ | ExpLamy A TRICKY EDGE e

How can words after the head noun still belong to the noun group? Use one example from this page.

Sukindi
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® _ GROUP DETECTIVE [

;‘ > Test tricky boundaries and head nouns.
X

et Name:  ANSWERS

[Q] CHOOSE THE COMPLETE GROUP

Circle A, B or C. Then underline the head noun in your chosen group.

rusted

1. @ the rusted gate behind the shed B

2 OF 2:|

2. @ a cluster of bright red berries

3 @ the final train to Ballarat

4, @ our most detailed map of the coastline

[ G ] BRACKET IN CONTEXT
Bracket the complete noun group.

3. We repai heel on Dad’s old barrow].

4, [Each labelled specimen in the tray] was photographed.

@

[@] EXPLAIN A TRICKY EDGE W 7

How can words after the head noun still belong to the noun group? Use one example from this page.

A qualifier can follow the head and still add detail.

(L 2
. ~

-

In “the pale light over the harbour”, “over the harbour” tells which light.
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Name: PAGE 1 0F 2
Build from the head noun out.
A BUILD EACH GROUP
Write in the empty boxes. Then copy the complete noun group onto the line.
1 DETERMINER MODIFIER HEAD NOUN QUALIFIER
* i lighthouse ¥
Complete group:
2 QUANTITY MODIFIER QUALIFIER
. + +
Complete group:
3 DETERMINER TWO MODIFIERS HEA N QUALIFIER
; + A +
scientist
Complete group:
4 POSSESSOR HEAD NOUN QUALIFIER
: +
notebook
B USE
Choose two cO%glete groups. Use each one in a vivid, grammatical sentence.
The head noun is clear. Every word belongs. The detail is precise, not overloaded.
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Name: ANSWERS PAGE 1 0F 2

BUILD PRECISE NOUN GROUPS 7’

Build from the head noun out.

A BUILD EACH GROUP

Write in the empty boxes. Then copy the complete noun group onto the line.

1 DETERMINER MODIFIER HEAD NOUN QUALIFIER
the v solitary ' lighthouse the cliff
Complete group: _the solitary lighthouse on the cliff
2 QUANTITY MODIFIER

muddy beside the oval

three

Complete group:

3 DETERMINER QUALIFIER

the from the marine lab

Complete group:

POSSESSOR HEAD NOUN QUALIFIER
4. ’ ;
notebook with the torn cover
eathered notebook with the torn cover
Mina's weathered notebook with the torn cover held years of field sketches.
\/ The head noun is clear. \/ Every word belongs. \/ The detail is precise, not overloaded.
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Name: PAGE 2 OF 2

@ BUILD PRECISE NOUN GROUPS

Choose detail that earns its place.

A CHOOSE FOR THE CONTEXT

Circle the more precise noun group for each context. Underline its head noun.

1. A storm is approaching. A the clouds B the bruised clouds above the western hills

2. A runner waits at the start. A a competitor B the focused competitor in four

3. A museum display. A old things B goldfields

4. A campsite at night. A the animal e food box

B REVISE THE BARE NOUN

Rewrite each sentence with a precise noun group. Keep

&

sen

1. The bird landed.

2. A vehicle stopped.

3. The person waved.

C JUSTIFY ONE CHOICE

Which added detail was most useful? Explain what it helped the reader picture or understand.
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Name: _ANSWERS PAGE 2 OF 2

@ BUILD PRECISE NOUN GROUPS

Choose detail that earns its place.

A CHOOSE FOR THE CONTEXT

Circle the more precise noun group for each context. Underline its head noun.

1. A storm is approaching. A the clouds the bruised clouds above the western hills

2. A runner waits at the start. A a competitor the focused competitor in

3. A museum display. A old things e three carefully resto goldfields

4. A campsite at night. A the animal i e food box

B REVISE THE BARE NOUN

Rewrite each sentence with a precise noun group. Keep'\@le sen

1. The bird landed.
The flame-coloured rosella on th

2. A vehicle stopped.

A dented delivery van wit mirrge stopped.

3. The person waved.

The cheerful ra

C JUSTIFY ONE CHOICE

Which added detail was most useful? Explain what it helped the reader picture or understand.

“Above the western hills” locates the clouds and helps

the reader picture where the storm is forming.
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ADJECTIVE GROUP BOUNDARIES Narme:

Find every word doing the describing.

An adjective group works together to describe. It can appear
before a noun or after a linking verb.

[ ] A BRACKETAND CIRCLE O

Bracket the complete adjective group. Circle the core adjective.

1. The hikers were far too tired to continue.
. We crossed the unusually narrow bridge.
. The soup tasted surprisingly rich and smoky.
. Eager to begin, the team opened the map@

The old rope felt rough against my palms.

O U B W N

We watched the deeply worried resid

09 B. REPAIR THE BOUNDARY

e complete

er careful work, Lina smiled.

he track seemed [almost] impossible after rain.

//
@ Z . CREATE YOUR OWN

Write one sentence with an adjective group after a linking verb.

NNNNNN
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ADJECTIVE GROUP BOUNDARIES Name: ANSWERS

Find every word doing the describing.

An adjective group works together to describe. It can appear
before a noun or after a linking verb.

|

[ A. BRACKET AND CIRCLE

Bracket the complete adjective group. Circle the core adjective.

o v oA w N

We watched the [deeply ] regiients.

69 B. REPAIR THE BOUNDARY

ence withg@he complete

1. The hikers were [far tooto continue.]
We crossed the [unusually ] bridge.
. The soup tasted [surprisingly and ]
; [ to begin ] the team opened the m%
The old rope felt [against my palms
ts

O

he track seemed [almost] impossible after rain.

e track seemed [almost impossible after rain].

/

@’— C. CREATE YOUR OWN

Write one sentence with an adjective group after a linking verb.

The unfinished mural looked remarkably vivid under the

gallery lights.

NNNNNN


https://www.instagram.com/sukindi.learning/
https://www.facebook.com/sukindi.learning
http://www.sukindi.com.au/

PAGE 1 OF 2

TEXT HUNT AND TRANSFORM

Read closely. Track the groups.

Name:

THE NIGHT MARKET

By sunset, the narrow lane behind the library had changed.
paper lanterns above the stalls glowed against the deepening
warm air was rich with cinnamon, smoke and citrus.

Maya followed the lively crowd towards a tiny

in the melody. Beside him, two patient
sticks waited for their cue.

When the rhythm began, the wh
Even the sleepy terrier beneath a
felt eager to stay until the

C. EXPLAIN THE EFFECT

Choose one group. Explain what it helps the reader picture, feel or understand.

Sukindi
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PAGE 1 OF 2

(L) TEXT HUNT AND TRANSFORM

\ Read closely. Track the groups.
Name: ANSWERS

THE NIGHT MARKET

By sunset, [the narrow lane behind the library| had changed. @rings of |

Maya followed |[the lively crowd | towards [a ti
fountain . [ A young violinist in a cobalt jacke

in the melody. Beside him, two patient
sticks waited for their cue.

When the rhythm began, the wh

Even the sleepy terrier beneath a w§den
felt eager to stay until the

h lifted its head. Maya

_§

derline each head noun.
4. crowd

5. stage

é. violinist

suddenly awake
eager to stay until the final song

C. EXPLAIN THE EFFECT

Choose one group. Explain what it helps the reader picture, feel or understand.

“eager to stay until the final song” shows Maya’s strong interest and
helps the reader feel the market’s excitement.

Sukindi
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> TEXT HUNT AND TRANSFORM

Make every group work harder.

Name:

PAGE 2 OF 2

A. SHARPEN THE GROUPS &

Replace the bracketed vague group. Rewrite the complete sentence with precise, useful detail.

1. [The thing] beside the stall fell.

2. [A person] carried the box.

3. The music was [nice].

4. The crowd looked [happy].

B. BUILD FOR PURPOSE

Context: A storm has damaged an old railw.

Complete the boxes. Then use the noun in a sentence.

DETERMINER HEAD NOUN QUALIFIER
platform
Complete sentence;
A PARRGRAPH ¢ »
d into a place. The lights were bright. A sound began. People watched.
Rewrite it with at |€¥st three precise noun groups and two complete adjective groups.
| kept every sentence grammatical. | chose details that fit the context. | checked each group’s boundary.

Sukindi
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2 TEXT HUNT AND TRANSFORM

Make every group work harder.
Name: ANSWERS

PAGE 2 OF 2

A. SHARPEN THE GROUPS &

Replace the bracketed vague group. Rewrite the complete sentence with precise, useful detail.

1. [The thing] beside the stall fell.
The top row of glass jars beside the spice stall fell.

2. [A person] carried the box.

A weary vendor in a linen apron carried the box.

3. The music was [nice].

The music was unexpectedly bright and rhythmi

4. The crowd looked [happy].
The crowd looked delighted by the final

QUALIFIER

HEAD NOUN
platform beside the bent signal

C. TR 'S

A person wa into a place. The lights were bright. A sound began. People watched.

Rewrite it with at least three precise noun groups and two complete adjective groups.

A cautious traveller in a soaked coat stepped into the deserted station.

The flickering lamps above the platform were strangely dim.

A low whistle from the flooded tunnel grew suddenly louder.

The stranded passengers beside the ticket office watched in silence.

\/ | kept every sentence grammatical. s/ | chose details that fit the context. \/ | checked each group’s boundary.

Sukindi
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PICTURE PROMPT WRITING LAB

Plan precise groups before you write.

Name:

PAGE 1 OF 2

A. COLLECT PRECISE NOUN G S

Name what you notice. Build a co no oup for gach detail.

-

FOREGROUND OBJ PER OR ANIMAL

DISTANT FEATURE

The platform se®
The sky looked

C. PLAN A MOMENT

Jot down the turning point for your scene.

WHO ENTERS? WHAT CHANGES?

WHY DOES IT MATTER?

[ Choose detail that is precise, grammatical and useful — not overloaded.

Sukindi
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PAGE 1 OF 2

PICTURE PROMPT WRITING LAB

Plan precise groups before you write.

-——
i

——— Z ==

A. COLLECT PRECISE NOUN G S

Name what you notice. Build a co no

fc 3\

FOREGROUND OBJEG

oup for gach detail.

PE OR ANIMAL DISTANT FEATURE

the torn umbrg th utious kelpie in the mist-softened hills

the weathered e glistening puddles beyond the tracks

ence with an adjective group. Add more than one word when useful.

The air felt usually fresh and sharp after the storm.

The platform se¥
The sky looked _ brighter above the clearing clouds.

ed strangely deserted despite the waiting traveller.

C. PLAN A MOMENT

Jot down the turning point for your scene.

WHO ENTERS?

a soaked child

WHAT CHANGES?

the silent clock rings

WHY DOES IT MATTER?

the suitcase has an owner

[ Choose detail that is precise, grammatical and useful — not overloaded.

Sukindi
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PICTURE PROMPT WRITING LAB AR 2072

Draft, revise and sharpen your scene.

Name:

| R

| = :\‘“\@3 .“A.
. e Bed i
Wt
W7 ‘

"k
' 4 ’/ffl.
1 g

il || ‘.m, s '% e 13’ 2 2 7
il | s
N

— 2| [ = |
b e | o 200 i ] A1 !

= 7

Write two or three connected paragraphs abou the ase’s owner arrives.

[ ] Use at least four precise noun groups.
[ ] Use at least three complete '
[ ] Make the detail fit the

and acti

\

DRAFT YOUR SCENE

s

REVISION LENS

REPLACE ONE VAGUE GROUP EXTEND ONE USEFUL GROUP CUT ONE OVERLOADED DETAIL

My sentences are grammatical. My group boundaries are clear. My details build one consistent scene.
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PAGE 1 OF 2

NOUN AND ADJECTIVE GROUPS ASSESSMENT

Analyse boundaries, heads and choices.

Name: Date: Score: _____ /20

A. NOUN GROUP BOUNDARIES — 8 MARKS
Bracket the complete noun group. Underline its head noun. Two marks each.

1. The weathered fishing boat near the jetty rocked in the swell.

2. Several enormous gum trees beside the creek shaded the track.

3. The final box of fragile instruments arrived at noon.

A. the boat
B. the battered

Explain w i he context. — 2 marks

2. Repair the incomplete boundary: The glass was [extremely] hot to touch. — 2 marks

3. Underline the head noun: those three carefully wrapped parcels on the table — 1 mark

Check that every bracket includes all words working together.
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PAGE 1 OF 2

NOUN AND ADJECTIVE GROUPS ASSESSMENT

Analyse boundaries, heads and choices.

Name: ANSWERS Date: Score: ____ /20

A. NOUN GROUP BOUNDARIES — 8 MARKS
Bracket the complete noun group. Underline its head noun. Two marks each.

1. [The weathered fishing boat near the jetty | rocked in the swell.

[Several enormous gum trees beside the creek | shaded the trac
3. [The final box of fragile instruments | arrived at noon.

Our new science teacher from Hobart | openedah

B. ADJECTIVE GROUP BOUNDARIES — 6 MA

2. Repair the incomplete boundary: The glass was [extremely] hot to touch. — 2 marks

The glass was [extremely hot to touch].

3. Underline the head noun: those three carefully wrapped parcels on the table — 1 mark

Check that every bracket includes all words working together.

Sukindi
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NOUN AND ADJECTIVE GROUPS ASSESSMENT WAGEZ RS

Apply and explain in context.

Name: Date: Score: /20

[] Four precise noun groups — 4 marks
[J Accurate grammar and cohesion — 3 marks

B. REFLECT G

strongest adjective group. Circle its core adjective. — 2 marks

3. Explain how one group shapes the reader’s picture or mood. — 2 marks

4. Revise one vague or overloaded sentence from your response. — 2 marks

Precision means choosing the detail the reader needs.

Sukindi
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NOUN AND ADJECTIVE GROUPS ASSESSMENT HAGR S O

Apply and explain in context.
Name: _ANSWERS Date: Score: /20

~

A. COMPOSE A RESPONSE — 12 MARKS
Write 120-150 words about the moment the ranger reaches the stSgsdag@®ed looko

] Four precise noun groups — 4 marks oTks
] Accurate grammar and cohesion — 3 marks P i arks

Ranger Talia stepped onto the wind-scour
section of railing beside the viewig deck h

the cliffs. The broken
at a daMPerous angle. Salt spray
her boots. Near the warning cone,

strongest noun group. Underline its head noun. — 2 marks
en section of railing beside the viewing deck

2. Copy your strongest adjective group. Circle its core adjective. — 2 marks
far too@to ignore

3. Explain how one group shapes the reader’s picture or mood. — 2 marks
It makes the crack feel immediate and dangerous, which
builds tension.

4. Revise one vague or overloaded sentence from your response. — 2 marks
The damaged lookout remained closed while the safe
track behind Talia reopened.

Precision means choosing the detail the reader needs.
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N

upSENd adig®tive groups.

We are learning to build and qgolyse n@in

boun s and head nouns

recise, graommatical detail



\d

eathered bridge beside the creek




Find the Head N ‘\ ‘

The head noun is the central noun. Ev

Y erword adds intformation
ut
hregkes uppies near the gate

Head noun: puppies

. \’oﬂe'




Parts of a Noun GrQug N\
‘ ‘
determiner + g Q\d gun + qualifier

: w CUri@S + ents + from the robotics club




Build a Noun Group Sfe ) *P
N




Mark the Complete Bo

toget r\ the pagn?
es bes he creek] shaded the track.

ead noun when a qualifier belongs.

Ask: Which words w

[Severa

. \’oﬂe'

O
ts {1



N

Bracket the complete noun gro \ \nead noux.
ight ov rboufTilled the room.

pale light over the harbour
Head: light



Guided Expansi

Bare noun: n

ChooWAdetail t reseo context:

ered notebooKR with the torn cover

does each added word contribute?



Noun Groups in Sem‘ )C¢ k
A complete houn grgup con \ or ol
petito one four] waited.

each carefully labelled specimen in the troy].

“



Your Turn: Precise Exsi

Expand the head noun platf for o o\ ged g@vay scene.
Incl e%use odifiers and a qualifier.
Se co

' Th
,. ’0 ®
\ ﬂ

\

lete group in a grammatical sentence.



What Is an Adjective Grou \

An adjective group works et\ iscribe.
It has o core ad@Rctive and may IntenSttiers or other detail.
EX

too tired to continue

Core adjective: tired

. \'eﬂe'



Before a Nou

An adjective group can

the unusuall

deeply worriet residents

' Th@omple up includes every word doing the describing.
9 6

’c\ ‘V ﬂ
1
|




After a Linking Verb [\
‘ \
An adjective group can follow a linkindliverfsud@ as be seem, feel, look,
st be@me.
X

risingly rich and smokuy.
. \’eﬁo'

The pr@form seemed strangely deserted.




One Adjective or a

olly Rarrow

ugh for one cyclist



cle 8 core adigctive.

tinue].

ry that stops at “far too” is incomplete.



Guided Identifica

Find the complete adjective eacasentence

up

stepped forward.

y soft after the rain.

S felt surprisi

Core adjectives: curious; soft



NIC

diusright@and Pythmic.



OCC :s‘
\

derstand.

Precise, Not Overl

\

Useful detail helps th
Overloaded d

er pi
th

e, WRCOTRC

Nnce

repeats an idea.

PReep every added word earning its place.



Revise a Vague Seniqena
\

PS

‘ |

Plain: A pgrson cored b

Precise: A w arried the dented wooden box.

E ‘ \ C k
i ’
\ | ﬂ

r en ap

en
o

S suit the setting and remain grammatical.

O




Plan from a Visual Prg

.

‘ \

\

ZAaRIICS.

or anirgls, 8md oW ant

Scan foreground, peo

preci un groups.

ps for air, place and sky.



Annotate a Model Paraec

hu
ngeé

The broken section of railing beside the viewirngg d
pnber bo@lds s

¥ cdangero gle. Salt

spray made the slich

roup section

lective gagup: strangely slick

How do the groups build risk and mood?




Peer Revision Che s
v/ Head noyaps are e
v Boundag clude rd weking”together.
' grou e complete.

afit the context.

es%stay grammatical and uncluttered.
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Question |

oke

rusted gate behind the shed
D. behind the shed



Answer | \\
‘ )
C.the rustegd gate b ir\es 0
ad no ate

' T ol ebelnd the shed” helps identify which gate.
&'e’_o




Question 2 N\
N

Who
m map of the coastline
\'o,_e l




Q\ v

t detailed” come before the head.

oastline” qualifies it.



Question 3

A\
\

e or fo 7\
, ose w IS the complete noun group.

ied Wie loose wheel on Dad’s old barrow.

In the sen

"9 6

be
re




Q\ v

@ rol@1s [the loose wheel on Dad’s old barrow].

od noun: wheel

The cg

’eel
&




Question U

7. the stormy clouds in the storm




Answer 4y

B. the bruised Qe\ve oL

olour and mood. The qualifier locates the

d D repeat rather than sharpen.



Question 5

o0Nin

h

Expond the head noun bird withou@hoing'We cors
e bird ed.

' A e &Seful modifier and one qualifier.
2 ’G ®
h\ -

g.




Answer S
The flame-colouged bird \nc ndeg
ad no

ame-coloured

ualifier: on the fence



Question 6

ZTar too narrow for the truck

D. too narrow for



Answer 6 \\
‘ )
arrow fr thruc
djectl Orrow

C.farto




Question 7 \!

N

e or foe?

adjec

roup in this sentence:

the deeply worried residents.



Q\ v

re adjective: worried

nsity, so both words work together.



Question 8

A\
\

0 o complete

recid® no

up.

Revise this vague pair us|

10

9

0 d place. The lights were bright.



Answer 8

1\
\

ageserted station.

A cautious traveller in a so oot SEepPP& IN

The flickering | S aboye t I@tformWvere strangely dim.

matical answers are possible.



Question 9

Where does the adjectiv

SMAQ

A. before o
o linking verb
C. as the head noun

D. as an adverb describing tasted




N

B. link@g v
o] o the adjective group “surprisingly rich and
smoky”.

“tasted” |i

"9 6




Question 10

roups pr\
plinte

ail lifted into the clearing sky.
e detail and explain its effect.

\

How do the nou

The lone s




Answer |0

0 sea\ o¥ connects it to the

C th
sky’ gests the danger is passing.

“beside the splintere

uild a clear shift in mood.



- \
Ho YSJO\’?
L ve

\~
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