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Noun Groups

PREVIEW
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Learning Goal

Today we will:

• recognise noun groups

• identify the head noun

• build detailed noun groups

• use noun groups in clear sentences

PREVIEW



What Is a Noun Group?

A noun group is a group of words built around a noun.

It can tell us which one, how many or what the noun is like.

Example: the three playful puppies
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Meet the Head Noun

The head noun is the main noun in the group.

In the three playful puppies, the head noun is puppies.

If the describing words disappear, the noun still carries the core meaning.
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The Noun-Group Recipe

article + describing words + noun

Article: the

Describing words: small, speckled

Noun: bird

The small, speckled birdPREVIEW



Ask Three Questions

Which one?

this bicycle

How many?

three bicycles

What is it like?

the shiny, red bicyclePREVIEW



Build It: Dog

Start with the noun: dog

Add an article: the dog

Add describing words: the playful, muddy dog

Use it: The playful, muddy dog splashed in a puddle.PREVIEW



Build It: Castle

Start with the noun: castle

Add an article: a castle

Add describing words: an ancient, stone castle

Use it: An ancient, stone castle stood on the hill.PREVIEW



Choose an Article

Use an article or pointing word that makes sense:

• a or an for one non - specific noun

• the for a specific noun

• this or that for one

• these or those for more than one
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Choose Precise Adjectives

Adjectives add useful detail.

Instead of nice, try cheerful, gentle or sparkling.

Instead of big, try enormous, towering or wide.

Choose words that help your reader picture the noun.
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Spot the Noun Group

Find the complete noun group in each sentence.

1 The tiny green frog sat on a rock.

2 Three noisy parrots squawked in the tree.

3 A shiny red bicycle leaned by the gate.
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Check the Head Noun

The tiny green frog — frog

Three noisy parrots —parrots

A shiny red bicycle —bicycle

The head noun names the person, place, animal or thing.
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Your Turn: Expand the Nouns

Add an article and two precise describing words.

• leaf

• bicycle

• puppy

• sandwich

Say each noun group aloud. Does it make sense?PREVIEW



Optional Extension

You can add a short phrase after the noun.

The small bird

The small bird on the fence

The ancient castle

The ancient castle beside the river

Keep the head noun clear.PREVIEW



Guided Example: Cake

Noun: cake

Noun group: the tall, chocolate cake

Sentence: The tall, chocolate cake looked delicious.

Head noun: cakePREVIEW



Guided Example: Snake

Noun: snake

Noun group: a long, striped snake

Sentence: A long, striped snake slid through the grass.

Head noun: snakePREVIEW



Guided Example: Teacher

Noun: teacher

Noun group: our cheerful, helpful teacher

Sentence: Our cheerful, helpful teacher read a story.

Head noun: teacherPREVIEW



Improve a Plain Sentence

Plain: The bird sang.

Ask: Which bird? What was it like?

Improved: The small, speckled bird sang.

The noun group gives the reader a clearer picture.PREVIEW



Picture It with Words

Choose one prompt and build a noun group:

• a fox in a leafy forest

• a rainbow umbrella in the rain

• an old boat on a lake

• a bright parrot

Then use your noun group in a complete sentence.PREVIEW



Independent Practice

Write three original noun groups.

For each one:

1 include an article or pointing word

2 add precise describing words

3 identify the head noun

4 use the group in a complete sentencePREVIEW



Review Checklist

I can:

• recognise a complete noun group

• find its head noun

• add articles and describing words

• choose precise adjectives

• use noun groups in complete sentences
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Well Done!

PREVIEW
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Noun Groups Quiz
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Question 1 — Multiple Choice

Which words form the complete noun group?

The tiny green frog sat on a rock.

A. sat on

B. a rock

C. The tiny green frog

D. green frog satPREVIEW



Answer 1

C. The tiny green frog

The complete group includes the article, describing words and head noun.

Head noun: frog
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Question 2 — True or False

Every noun group must begin with the word the.

True or false?
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Answer 2

False.

A noun group can begin with a, an, the, this, that, these, those, a number or 

another suitable word.

Example: three bright balloons
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Question 3 — Short Answer

Expand the noun cat.

Include an article and two describing words.

Then say your noun group aloud.

PREVIEW



Answer 3

Sample answer: the small, striped cat

Other sensible answers are also correct when they include an article, 

describing words and the noun cat.
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Question 4 — Multiple Choice

What is the head noun in this group?

those two muddy boots

A. those

B. two

C. muddy

D. bootsPREVIEW



Answer 4

D. boots

Boots is the main noun. The other words tell us which boots, how many and 

what they are like.
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Question 5 — True or False

Adjectives can add detail before a noun.

True or false?
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Answer 5

True.

Adjectives describe the noun.

Example: the smooth, spiral shell
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Question 6 — Multiple Choice

Which noun group gives the most precise detail?

A. the dog

B. a dog

C. the playful, muddy dog

D. dog
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Answer 6

C. the playful, muddy dog

It includes an article, two precise describing words and the head noun dog.
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Question 7 — Short Answer

Improve this sentence by adding a detailed noun group.

The kite flew.
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Answer 7

Sample answer: The bright, striped kite flew.

Other sensible detailed noun groups are also correct.
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Question 8 — Multiple Choice

Choose the best article.

___ enormous yellow umbrella kept us dry.

A. A

B. An

C. These

D. ThosePREVIEW



Answer 8

B. An

Use an before a word that begins with a vowel sound: an enormous yellow 

umbrella.
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Question 9 — True or False

The head noun in those noisy parrots is noisy.

True or false?
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Answer 9

False.

Parrots is the head noun. Noisy is an adjective describing the parrots.
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Question 10 — Short Answer

Write one complete sentence containing a detailed noun group.

Underline the noun group and circle its head noun.
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Answer 10

Sample answer: The three excited hikers crossed the bridge.

Success check:

• complete sentence

• detailed noun group

• correct head noun
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Well Done!
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