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Learning intentions

UNDERSTAND

Recognise how 

orientation, 

complication, rising 

action, climax and 

resolution work together.

ANALYSE

Explain how character, 

setting, language and 

pacing influence a 

reader.

CREATE

Plan, draft and refine an 

original narrative with a 

believable change.

Success looks like deliberate choices supported by clear evidence.

PREVIE
W



What is a narrative?

A CRAFTED SEQUENCE

A narrative arranges events so that a 

character’s choices create consequences 

and change.

A READER EXPERIENCE

The writer creates curiosity, tension, 

emotion and a satisfying sense of 

meaning.

Stories are more than events: they shape why the events matter.
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Narrative architecture

ORIENTATION

Who? Where? 

When?

→

COMPLICATION

What changes?

→

RISING ACTION

Choices and 

consequences

→

CLIMAX

The decisive 

moment

→

RESOLUTION

Problem solved; 

change 

revealed

Each stage changes what the reader expects next.
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Building tension

STAKES

Something 

important may 

be lost.

→

PRESSURE

Time, danger or 

doubt closes in.

→

CHOICE

The character 

must decide.

→

CONSEQUENCE

The decision 

changes the 

problem.

→

ESCALATION

The next choice 

becomes 

harder.

Tension grows when choices matter —not when random events simply appear.
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Setting with purpose

PLACE & TIME

Choose details that 

establish where and 

when the action occurs.

SELECTED SENSES

Use only the sounds, 

textures, smells and 

sights that matter.

MOOD & MEANING

Let setting influence 

choices, tension and 

reader expectations.

A strong setting participates in the story.
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Selective sensory detail

SIGHT Choose one significant visual detail instead of listing everything.

SOUND Use near, distant or sudden sounds to direct attention.

TOUCH Temperature, pressure and texture can place the reader inside the moment.

SMELL A precise smell can trigger memory, warning or atmosphere.

Select details for an effect; do not create a five - senses shopping list.
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Character evidence

SAYS & THINKS

Dialogue and inner 

thoughts reveal beliefs, 

fears and priorities.

DOES

Actions and decisions 

show traits under 

pressure.

CAUSES

Effects on other people 

reveal influence, 

relationships and 

responsibility.

Readers infer precise traits from evidence; writers reveal rather than label.

PREVIE
W



STEAL character clues

SPEECH

What is said —

and avoided?

→

THOUGHTS

What matters 

privately?

→

EFFECT

How do others 

respond?

→

ACTIONS

What choices 

are made?

→

LOOKS

Which 

appearance 

detail matters?

Combine clues to build a convincing inference.
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Language choices

PRECISE VERBS Replace vague movement: walked → crept, strode, stumbled or drifted.

PURPOSEFUL IMAGERY Use a comparison only when it sharpens mood or meaning.

SENTENCE LENGTH Longer sentences can stretch a moment; short ones can strike.

SIGNIFICANT 

NOUNS
Choose objects that can return later with new meaning.

Every craft move should create a reader effect.
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Openings with impact

ACTION The suitcase slid across the empty platform by itself.

DIALOGUE “Do not board the next train,” whispered the loudspeaker.

SOUND Clang! The stopped clock shuddered once.

QUESTION Why was the only train arriving with no driver?

DESCRIPTION Rain silvered the rails beneath a sky without stars.
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Conflict forces choices

WANT

What does the 

character seek?

→

OBSTACLE

What blocks the 

goal?

→

DECISION

What difficult 

choice follows?

→

CONSEQUENCE

What changes 

because of it?

→

NEW 

PRESSURE

Why is the next 

choice harder?

Conflict may be external, internal or both.
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A believable resolution

GROWS FROM ACTION

The character helps 

cause the solution 

through a decision or 

skill.

SOLVES THE CORE 

PROBLEM

The ending answers the 

central story question.

REVEALS CHANGE

A final action, image or 

reflection shows what is 

different now.

Avoid sudden rescues, unexplained luck and endings with no consequence.
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Choose and control viewpoint

FIRST PERSON

I / me / my

Close access to one narrator’s experiences 

and voice.

The reader knows only what the narrator 

knows.

THIRD PERSON LIMITED

he / she / they

Close access to one character while 

keeping a little distance.

Do not jump between minds without 

purpose.

Consistency helps the reader trust where information comes from.
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Cohesion guides the reader

TIME CONNECTIVES

Signal order, overlap and 

shifts: at first, meanwhile, 

as, finally.

PARAGRAPHS

Mark changes in time, 

place, speaker or 

narrative focus.

CLEAR REFERENCES

Make every pronoun 

point to an unmistakable 

noun.

Cohesion should feel like a path, not a list of labels.
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The writing process

PLAN

Purpose, 

character, 

setting and arc

→

DRAFT

Follow ideas 

and discover 

possibilities

→

REVISE

Improve 

meaning, 

structure and 

effect

→

EDIT

Check cohesion 

and 

conventions

→

PUBLISH

Present a 

deliberate final 

version

Revision changes the writing; editing makes the changed writing accurate.
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Writer self-check

My opening creates a story question. Character traits are shown through evidence.

Choices and consequences build tension.
The climax focuses on a decisive 

moment.

Cohesion keeps viewpoint and sequence 

clear.
The resolution solves the problem and reveals change.

Select one weak area and revise it before editing conventions.
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Silent Station challenge

The station clock stopped at 11:47.

One suitcase waited on the empty platform.

Then the old loudspeaker whispered your name.

CHARACTER

Who hears the message?

STAKES

What could be lost?

CHANGE

What will the ending reveal?

PREVIE
W



Well Done!
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Narrative Texts Quiz
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Question 1 — True or False

A narrative character must be perfect to interest the reader.

TRUE FALSE

Choose one response, then explain your reasoning.
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Answer 1

FALSE

Interesting characters have goals, limits and difficult choices. Their responses create 

meaning.
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Question 2 — True or False

The orientation should explain every detail and reveal the 

ending.

TRUE FALSE

Choose one response, then explain your reasoning.
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Answer 2

FALSE

The orientation establishes what the reader needs now while leaving a story question 

open.
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Question 3 — True or False

A believable resolution grows from earlier choices and 

consequences.

TRUE FALSE

Choose one response, then explain your reasoning.
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Answer 3

TRUE

The ending feels earned when the character ’s actions help solve the central problem.
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Question 4 — Multiple Choice

Which choice is most likely to build tension?

A  Describing a long breakfast menu
B  Forcing a difficult choice with 

consequences

C  Listing every person in the town D  Adding a random rescue with no warning
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Answer 4

B  Forcing a difficult choice with consequences

Tension rises when pressure forces a meaningful decision and the outcome changes 

the problem.
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Question 5 — Multiple Choice

Which sentence reveals character through action?

A  Jai was a kind person. B  The room was large and bright.

C  Jai returned the wallet before anyone noticed it 

was missing.
D  Kindness is an important trait.
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Answer 5

C  Jai returned the wallet before anyone noticed it was 

missing.

The action provides evidence. The reader can infer honesty or responsibility without a 

label.
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Question 6 — Multiple Choice

Which opening begins with sound?

A  Rain silvered the rails. B  Clang! The stopped clock shuddered once.

C  Why was the platform empty? D  “Wait here, ” whispered Mina.
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Answer 6

B  Clang! The stopped clock shuddered once.

The sound word immediately directs the reader ’s attention and creates an auditory 

image.
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Question 7 — Multiple Choice

Which sentence has the clearest reference chain?

A  Mina put it under it before she opened it. B  She moved it because it was torn.

C  Mina placed the torn ticket under the bench 

before opening the suitcase.
D  It was there, so she moved it.
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Answer 7

C  Mina placed the torn ticket under the bench before 

opening the suitcase.

The precise nouns make every object and action unmistakable.
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Question 8 — Short Answer

Explain the difference between a complication and a climax.

Plan a precise response and use narrative terms.
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Answer 8

A complication disrupts the normal situation. The climax is the decisive 

high - pressure moment when the character acts.

A strong answer names each stage and explains its distinct role in the narrative arc.
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Question 9 — Short Answer

Rewrite “The station was scary” as one show - not- tell sentence.

Plan a precise response and use narrative terms.
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Answer 9

Sample: The loudspeaker crackled above the empty platform while a cold 

gust tugged the suitcase tag.

Precise sound, setting and movement allow the reader to infer the mood.
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Question 10 — Short Answer

Name two things a believable resolution should do.

Plan a precise response and use narrative terms.
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Answer 10

It should solve the central problem and reveal a meaningful change in the 

character or situation.

It should also grow logically from earlier actions, choices and consequences.
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Well Done!

PREVIE
W

https://sukindi.com.au/

