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Learning Goal

We are learning to:

• hear and divide spoken syllables

• recognise useful syllable patterns

• use prefixes, base words and suffixes

• read and spell long words with confidence
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What Is a Multisyllabic Word?

A multisyllabic word has two or more spoken syllables.

Each syllable contains one vowel sound.

Examples:

pic / nic  (2)

fan / tas / tic  (3)

mis / un / der / stand / ing  (5)
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Listen for the Syllables

Use more than one strategy:

• clap or tap each beat

• hum the word

• rest two fingers under your chin

• step or move once per syllable

• say the word slowly or like a robot

If strategies disagree, say the word naturally and listen again.
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Mark the Vowel Sounds

Every spoken syllable contains one vowel sound.

The spelling may show one vowel letter, a vowel team or another vowel 

pattern.

celebration → cel / e / bra / tion

Do not count letters alone. Listen for sounds.
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Six Useful Syllable Types

Closed — pic / nic

Open — ro / bot

Vowel-consonant-e — com / pete

Vowel team — rain / bow

R-controlled — mar / ket

Consonant-le — ta / ble
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Closed and Open Syllables

CLOSED

Ends in a consonant. The vowel is usually short.

pic / nic

OPEN

Ends in a vowel. The vowel is usually long.

ro / bot

Listen to the focus vowel sound.
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VCe and Vowel-Team Syllables

VOWEL-CONSONANT-E

A final silent e helps the vowel say its name.

com / pete

VOWEL TEAM

Two or more letters work together for one vowel sound.

rain / bow

PR
EV
IEW



R-Controlled and Consonant-le

R-CONTROLLED

A vowel is followed by r.

mar / ket

CONSONANT-LE

A final consonant + le forms a syllable.

ta / ble
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Find Meaningful Word Parts

Long words often contain meaningful parts.

prefix + base word + suffix

un + help + ful = unhelpful

re + play + ing = replaying

Word parts support pronunciation and meaning.
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Split Around Affixes

1. Circle the prefix or suffix.

2. Underline the base word.

3. Read each meaningful part.

4. Blend the whole word.

re / play / ing

hope / less

un / help / ful
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Watch for Unstressed Vowels

An unstressed vowel can sound weak or unclear. This common sound is 

called schwa.

about → a / bout

animal → an / i / mal

When spelling, say the word, segment it, then check the vowel pattern.
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Read Big Words: Preview and Mark

1. Look at the whole word.

2. Mark the vowel sounds.

3. Spot familiar word parts.

transportation

trans + port + ation

These clues prepare the word for a sensible split.
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Read Big Words: Split and Blend

4. Split the word into readable chunks.

5. Read each chunk.

6. Blend and reread smoothly.

trans / por / ta / tion

→ transportation

Check that it sounds right and makes sense.
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Guided Example: 
misunderstanding

Meaningful parts:

mis + understand + ing

Readable split:

mis / un / der / stand / ing

Blend: misunderstanding

Meaning check: an incorrect understanding
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Spell Big Words

SAY the whole word.

SEGMENT the syllables.

MARK the tricky part.

WRITE the word from memory.

CHECK every part.

Use the sequence each time until the spelling feels secure.
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Guided Spelling: celebration

Say: celebration

Segment: cel / e / bra / tion

Mark the tricky part: -tion

Write: celebration

Check: every sound and word part is represented.
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Review the Toolkit

1. Listen for the beats.

2. Mark the vowel sounds.

3. Identify useful syllable types.

4. Find meaningful word parts.

5. Split and blend.

6. Reread, spell and check.

Flexible readers use the clue that works best.
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Well Done!
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Multisyllabic Words 
Quiz
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Question 1

Which word is multisyllabic?

A. cat

B. splash

C. carefully

D. grin
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Answer 1

C. carefully

care / ful / ly

The word has three syllables.
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Question 2

True or false?

Every spoken syllable contains a vowel sound.
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Answer 2

TRUE

A vowel sound forms the centre of every spoken 

syllable.
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Question 3

Divide the word fantastic into syllables.

Write the word with slashes between its syllables.

PR
EV
IEW



Answer 3

fan / tas / tic

Fantastic has three syllables.
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Question 4

What is the syllable type of ro in robot?

A. closed

B. open

C. vowel-consonant-e

D. r-controlled
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Answer 4

B. open

The syllable ro ends in a vowel, and the vowel sound is 

long.
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Question 5

Identify the prefix, base word and suffix in replaying.
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Answer 5

re + play + ing

Prefix: re-

Base word: play

Suffix: -ing
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Question 6

How many syllables are in family?

A. 2

B. 3

C. 4

D. 5

PR
EV
IEW



Answer 6

B. 3

fam / i / ly
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Question 7

True or false?

Splitting a word after a prefix can help you decode it.
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Answer 7

TRUE

A prefix is a meaningful word part. Reading it 

separately can make the whole word easier to blend.
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Question 8

Which is the most sensible division of adventure?

A. ad / ven / ture

B. a / dvent / ure

C. adv / en / ture

D. adve / nture
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Answer 8

A. ad / ven / ture

The division creates three readable syllables.
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Question 9

Combine the prefix mis- and the base word spell.

Write the complete word.
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Answer 9

misspell

Both s letters remain when mis- joins spell.
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Question 10

What does careless mean?

A. full of care

B. without care

C. caring again

D. able to care
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Answer 10

B. without care

The suffix -less means without.
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Well Done!
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