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Learning Intention

We are learning to read and spell multisyllabic words by working with 

syllable parts.

Success criteria:

• I can hear and count syllables.

• I can split, blend and read long words.

• I can spell the parts, join them and check.PREVIEW



What Is a Syllable?

A syllable is one beat in a spoken word.

Every syllable has one vowel sound.

Say: cat (1)  •  rabbit (2)  •  kangaroo (3)

PREVIEW



What Makes a Word Multisyllabic?

A multisyllabic word has two or more syllables.

Breaking a long word into parts makes it easier to read and spell.

sun / set  •  com / pu / ter  •  cel / e / bra / tion

PREVIEW



Syllables and Vowel Sounds

Listen for vowel sounds—not just vowel letters.

A vowel team can make one sound: rain, team.

A silent e can help one vowel sound: mis / take.

Count sounds, then test the whole word.
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Strategy 1: Clap or Tap

Say the whole word naturally.

Clap or tap once for each beat.

rain / bow (2)  •  com / pu / ter (3)

in / for / ma / tion (4)

Do not stretch the word so much that new beats appear.PREVIEW



Strategy 2: Hum It

Close your lips and hum the word.

Each new push of sound is a syllable.

Hum: but / ter / fly  •  hos / pi / tal

hel / i / cop / ter

Then say the word normally and check.PREVIEW



Strategy 3: Chin Drop

Place two fingers under your chin.

Say the word slowly but naturally.

Your chin drops for each vowel sound.

Try: rabbit  •  calendar  •  celebration
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Strategy 4: Robot Voice

Say the word like a careful robot.

Pause at each beat: ad / ven / ture.

Blend the parts again: adventure.

If it sounds wrong, test another split.
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Guided Practice 1

Say, tap and split:

sunset → sun / set → 2

rainbow → rain / bow → 2

computer → com / pu / ter → 3

Now blend and read each whole word.PREVIEW



Guided Practice 2

Say, tap and split:

koala → ko / a / la → 3

calendar → cal / en / dar → 3

helicopter → hel / i / cop / ter → 4

Which word has the most syllables?PREVIEW



Divide Between Consonants

When two consonants sit between vowel sounds, try dividing between 

them.

rab / bit

nap / kin

pic / nic

Blend the parts and check the real word.PREVIEW



Final Consonant LE

In many words, final consonant + le forms a syllable.

ta / ble

can / dle

puz / zle

Listen for the quiet final beat.PREVIEW



Watch Vowel Teams

A vowel team usually stays together because it makes one vowel sound.

rain / coat

day / dream

teach / er

Underline the team before you split.PREVIEW



Watch R-Controlled Patterns

Keep an r-controlled vowel sound together when it forms one syllable.

gar / den

birth / day

mar / ket

Say the whole word to confirm the split.PREVIEW



Blend the Parts

Start with the syllables, then sweep them together.

ad / ven / ture → adventure

im / por / tant → important

Do not pause between parts in your final smooth reading.PREVIEW



Read It in a Sentence

Read: We followed the narrow pathway through the garden.

If a long word feels wrong:

1. pause;

2. split and blend;

3. reread the whole sentence;

4. check that it makes sense.PREVIEW



Six-Step Spelling Routine

1. SAY the whole word.

2. MARK one beat per syllable.

3. SEGMENT sounds in each syllable.

4. WRITE each part.

5. JOIN the parts.

6. CHECK and reread.PREVIEW



Model Spelling: thunderstorm

Say: thunderstorm.

Mark: thun / der / storm (3).

Segment: th-u-n  •  d-er  •  s-t-or-m.

Write the parts, join them and reread:

thunderstormPREVIEW



Model Spelling: celebration

Say: celebration.

Mark: cel / e / bra / tion (4).

Write each part in order.

Join: celebration.

Check every vowel spelling and reread the whole word.PREVIEW



Read, Reread and Repair

READ the sentence once.

REREAD to improve smoothness.

REPAIR a difficult word: pause, split, blend.

REREAD the sentence and check meaning.

Good readers notice and fix mistakes.PREVIEW



Independent Practice

Choose one long word:

information  •  helicopter  •  colourful  •  opportunity

Say it, tap it, write the split and read it.

Then use the word in a sentence that makes sense.
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Review: Word Detectives

Successful word detectives:

1. HEAR the syllable beats.

2. SPLIT and BLEND the parts.

3. CHECK the word in the sentence.

For spelling: SAY, MARK, WRITE, JOIN, CHECK.PREVIEW



Well Done!

PREVIEW
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Multisyllabic Words Quiz
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Question 1 — Multiple Choice

How many syllables are in adventure?

A. 1

B. 2

C. 3

D. 4PREVIEW



Answer 1

C. 3

ad / ven / ture

Blend the parts: adventure.
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Question 2 — True or False

Every syllable contains a vowel sound.

TRUE

FALSE
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Answer 2

TRUE

A syllable is organised around one spoken vowel sound.
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Question 3 — Short Answer

Divide calendar into syllables.

Write the split and the syllable count.
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Answer 3

cal / en / dar

3 syllables

PREVIEW



Question 4 — Multiple Choice

Which is the best syllable split for remember?

A. rem / ember

B. re / mem / ber

C. reme / mber

D. r / e / memberPREVIEW



Answer 4

B. re / mem / ber

The word has 3 syllables.
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Question 5 — True or False

Rereading can help you notice and fix an incorrect word attempt.

TRUE

FALSE
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Answer 5

TRUE

Rereading lets you check whether the word looks, sounds and makes 

sense.
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Question 6 — Short Answer

Blend these parts:

cel / e / bra / tion

Write the whole word.
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Answer 6

celebration

cel / e / bra / tion has 4 syllables.
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Question 7 — Multiple Choice

Which word has 3 syllables?

A. rabbit

B. computer

C. helicopter

D. informationPREVIEW



Answer 7

B. computer

com / pu / ter → 3 syllables
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Question 8 — Short Answer

Write one way to hear syllable beats in a word.

Explain how it helps.
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Answer 8

Possible answer: clap or tap once for each beat.

Hum, chin drop or robot voice are also correct.
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Question 9 — Multiple Choice

What is the best first step when spelling a long word?

A. Guess the word quickly.

B. Copy the last letters.

C. Say the whole word slowly.

D. Count the written letters.PREVIEW



Answer 9

C. Say the whole word slowly.

Then mark the syllable beats.
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Question 10 — Short Answer

Write important.

Then divide it into syllables and record the count.
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Answer 10

important

im / por / tant

3 syllables

PREVIEW



Well Done!
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