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Multimodal Texts
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Learning goals

Identify the six modes that can shape meaning.

Explain what each mode contributes to a text.

Evaluate whether design choices suit an audience and purpose.

Create and revise a clear multimodal information product.
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What makes a text multimodal?

A multimodal text combines two or more meaning-making modes.

Each mode carries part of the message.

The reader connects the modes to build the full meaning.
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Six ways to build meaning

Written: words, labels, captions and symbols.

Visual: images, colour, line, shape and icons.

Audio: speech, music, silence and sound effects.

Spatial: position, size, distance and page layout.

Gestural and movement: expression, action, animation and sequence.
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One message, many modes

A poster uses a headline, image, colour and layout.

A podcast relies on voice, sound and timing.

A video adds moving images, gesture and music.

A webpage adds menus, links, scrolling and interaction.
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Modes have jobs

Words name, explain and give precise details.

Images show appearance, setting, mood and relationships.

Sound creates emphasis, atmosphere and pace.

Layout guides attention; gesture and movement invite a response.
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Meaning comes from the combination

Complementary modes add different pieces of information.

Reinforcing modes repeat a key idea in a helpful way.

Contrasting modes create surprise, humour or tension.

A conflict between modes should be purposeful, not accidental.
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Read the whole design

Who is the intended audience?

What does the creator want the audience to know, feel or do?

Where and when will the text be used?

What pathway does the layout create through the information?
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Anatomy of an infographic

A clear title states the topic and focus.

Concise text explains only the essential information.

Data, charts and illustrations make patterns visible.

Labels and source details keep information clear and trustworthy.
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Visual hierarchy

Size signals which information matters most.

Position creates a reading pathway.

Contrast separates important details from supporting details.

Spacing groups related ideas and prevents clutter.
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Data needs context

Give charts a clear title and label every category.

Include units, scales and time periods.

Choose a fair comparison and an honest visual scale.

Explain why the numbers matter to the key message.
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Comic sequences

Panel order shows time, cause and effect.

Framing controls what the reader notices.

Speech, thought and captions add different information.

Gaze, gesture and motion cues reveal feeling and action.
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Advertising choices

A headline and image capture attention.

Colour and layout create mood and importance.

A call to action tells the audience what to do next.

Persuasive choices must still be accurate and responsible.
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Ask what each mode contributes

Name the message carried by each mode.

Remove one mode and notice what becomes unclear.

Check for useful reinforcement instead of needless repetition.

Replace any mode that distracts from the purpose.
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Research before designing

Begin with a focused question and suitable search terms.

Use more than one trustworthy source.

Cross-check important facts before publishing them.

Paraphrase notes so the final wording is your own.
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Record sources clearly

Write the source title and creator.

Record the source type and where it can be found.

Note the exact fact you may use.

Mark facts that you have checked against another source.
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Plan an animal information product

Choose an audience, purpose and one key message.

Group facts into short, useful sections.

Select images, charts and words that add different meaning.

Sketch the layout before starting the final design.
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Make every choice purposeful

Use readable type, strong contrast and consistent spacing.

Add captions or labels where an image could be misunderstood.

Keep the layout accessible and easy to navigate.

Use restraint: every mode should earn its place.
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Create, review and present

Plan the content and mode choices.

Draft the product and test it with a reader.

Revise facts, wording, hierarchy and accessibility.

Rehearse, share and reflect on the final impact.
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Well Done!
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Multimodal Texts Quiz
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Question 1 — True or False

A text needs at least two modes to be multimodal.

True or false?
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Answer 1

True.

A multimodal text combines at least two meaning-making modes.
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Question 2 — Multiple Choice

Which item is a mode?

A. Topic

B. Layout

C. Paragraph count

D. Page number
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Answer 2

B. Layout.

Spatial arrangement guides the reader through the message.
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Question 3 — Short Answer

Name two modes that a video may combine.
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Answer 3

Suggested answer: moving images and sound.

Other valid combinations are accepted.
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Question 4 — Multiple Choice

What does visual hierarchy help a reader do?

A. Count every word

B. Know where to look first and next

C. Make every item the same size

D. Remove all images
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Answer 4

B. Know where to look first and next.

Size, position, contrast and spacing create a reading pathway.
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Question 5 — True or False

Adding more media always makes a text clearer.

True or false?
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Answer 5

False.

Extra media can distract unless it has a clear job.

Alex
Preview

Alex
Preview

Alex
Preview



Question 6 — Short Answer

Explain one job that a caption can do.
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Answer 6

Suggested answer: a caption can identify or explain an image and connect it 

to the key message.
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Question 7 — Multiple Choice

Which feature best represents data in an infographic?

A. A labelled chart

B. An unlabelled decoration

C. A random sound

D. A long greeting
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Answer 7

A. A labelled chart.

Labels and context help the reader interpret the data accurately.
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Question 8 — Multiple Choice

Which source note is most useful?

A. Good website

B. A copied paragraph

C. Title/creator, type, location and fact used

D. I found it online
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Answer 8

C. Title/creator, type, location and fact used.

This record helps another reader trace and check the information.

Alex
Preview

Alex
Preview

Alex
Preview



Question 9 — True or False

Audience and purpose should influence mode choices.

True or false?
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Answer 9

True.

Effective creators select modes that suit what the audience needs to know, 

feel or do.
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Question 10 — Short Answer

State one useful revision question for a multimodal product.
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Answer 10

Suggested answer: Does each mode add clear meaning for the intended 

audience?

Other thoughtful revision questions are accepted.
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Well Done!
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