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What Is a Morpheme?

A morpheme is the smallest part of a word that carries meaning.

One word can contain one morpheme or several morphemes.
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Base Words Carry Meaning

A base word can stand alone and carries the main meaning.

help  •  play  •  read  •  kind

Other morphemes can be added before or after it.
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Prefixes Come Before

A prefix is added before a base word.

re- = again     un- = not     dis- = not or opposite

mis- = wrongly     pre- = before
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Watch Meaning Change

pack = put things together

unpack = take things out

repack = pack again

prepack = pack beforehand
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Suffixes Come After

A suffix is added after a base word.

-s or -es = more than one     -ed = happened before

-ing = happening now     -er = a person who, or more

-est = most     -ful = full of     -less = without
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Watch the Word Change

help → helps → helped → helping

help → helper

help → helpful → helpless

The base meaning stays connected.
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Break a Word into Parts

unhelpful = un + help + ful

un- means not

help is the base word

-ful means full of or showing
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Use Morphemes to Read

Spot the base word first.

Notice the prefix or suffix.

Blend the parts, then check the meaning.

Example: reread = read again.
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Use Morphemes to Spell

Say the whole word.

Break it into meaningful parts.

Spell each part, then join them.

Example: careless = care + less.
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Guided Class Practice

reread = re + read

unkind = un + kind

playful = play + ful

misplace = mis + place

How does each added part change the meaning?
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Build a Word Family

Start with care.

careful = full of care

careless = without care

carefully = in a careful way

What other word family can you build?
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Quick Check

1. What is a morpheme?

2. Split replaying into morphemes.

3. Explain the meaning of unhappy.

4. Add a suffix to help and use the new word in a sentence.
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Well Done!
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Morphemes Quiz

PREVIEW

https://sukindi.com.au/


Question 1

What is a morpheme?

A. A sentence ending

B. The smallest part of a word that carries meaning

C. A punctuation mark

D. A paragraph
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Answer 1

B. The smallest part of a word that carries meaning.

A word may contain one morpheme or several morphemes.
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Question 2

True or false?

A prefix is added before a base word.
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Answer 2

True.

A prefix comes before a base word.
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Question 3

Which part is the base word in replaying?
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Answer 3

play

replaying = re + play + ing
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Question 4

What does unhappy mean?

A. Happy again

B. Very happy

C. Not happy

D. Happened before
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Answer 4

C. Not happy.

The prefix un- means not.

PREVIEW



Question 5

Add a prefix to write to make a word that means write again.
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Answer 5

rewrite

re- means again, so rewrite means write again.
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Question 6

Which suffix is in jumped?

A. jump

B. -ing

C. -ed

D. re-
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Answer 6

C. -ed

The suffix -ed shows that the action happened before.
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Question 7

True or false?

The suffix -ful can mean full of or showing.
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Answer 7

True.

Helpful means full of help or giving help.
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Question 8

Which word means a person who teaches?

A. teaching

B. teacher

C. retell

D. careless
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Answer 8

B. teacher

The suffix -er can mean a person who does something.
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Question 9

Split misread into morphemes and explain its meaning.
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Answer 9

mis + read

The prefix mis- means wrongly, so misread means read wrongly.
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Question 10

Which word means play again?

A. playful

B. player

C. replay

D. played
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Answer 10

C. replay

The prefix re- means again.
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Well Done!
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