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LEARNING GOAL

We are learning to choose modal verbs and modal adverbs that make a message 

more or less forceful.

By the end, I can:

• identify modality in a sentence.

• describe low, medium and high force.

• match modality to audience and purpose.

Curriculum connection: AC9E3LA02
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WORD WARM-UP

Read the sentence:

The team will probably finish today.

• will is a modal verb.

• probably is a modal adverb.

• Together, they show certainty.

Turn and talk: Which word could make the sentence less certain?
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WHAT IS MODALITY?

Modality is language that shows how certain, possible, necessary or forceful a 

message is.

It can show:

• possibility — might

• likelihood — probably

• obligation — should or must

• certainty — will or definitely
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MODALITY FORCE

Low-force choices include might, could, perhaps and possibly.

Medium-force choices include should, would and probably.

High-force choices include will, must, definitely and certainly.

Force is a continuum. Context can make one choice feel stronger or softer.
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SAME IDEA, DIFFERENT FORCE

Read each version aloud:

We might win the game.

We should win the game.

We will definitely win the game.

The idea stays similar, but the speaker sounds increasingly certain.

When might the low-force version be the best choice?
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VERBS AND ADVERBS

Modal verbs sit before a base verb:

We might visit. You should listen. They must leave.

Modal adverbs add another shade of force:

Perhaps we will visit. We will probably visit. We will definitely visit.

A sentence can use both:

We might possibly visit.
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PUT WORDS IN ORDER

A useful pattern is:

subject + modal verb + modal adverb + base verb

Our class + could + probably + finish

Correct: Our class could probably finish today.

Not correct: Our class probably could finishes today.

Try it: puppy / might / possibly / hide
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MODALITY AND NEGATIVES

Negatives change meaning and force.

You must attend. = strong requirement

You must not attend. = strong prohibition

You might attend. = low-force possibility

You might not attend. = low-force possibility of absence

Read carefully: not does not automatically make a sentence less forceful.
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MATCH THE AUDIENCE

Choose force to suit who will receive the message and why.

To a friend: We could play near the library.

To a principal: We should create a quiet reading area.

In a safety rule: Students must walk near the stairs.

The strongest wording is not always the most suitable.
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EVALUATION AND EMOTION

Modality can show evaluation and emotion.

That might be helpful. = cautious evaluation

That will be wonderful! = confident positive emotion

You must stop! = urgent emotion and strong obligation

What feeling or judgement does each modal choice add?
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SORT THE FORCE

Say low, medium or high for each sentence.

1. We might visit the museum.

2. You should pack a hat.

3. Everyone must follow the safety rule.

4. Perhaps the rain will stop.

5. Our team will definitely be ready.

Explain one choice using certain or forceful.
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CHOOSE FOR THE CONTEXT

Which message best suits a polite request to a teacher?

A. You must help me now.

B. Could you please help me?

C. You will help me.

Best choice: B. It is respectful and suitably low force.

Now invent a high-force message for a safety rule.
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STRENGTHEN PERSUASION

Weak proposal:

A shade sail could be useful.

Stronger proposal:

A shade sail will definitely make the playground safer and cooler.

The stronger version sounds more certain.

Rewrite: A friendship bench might help some students.
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SOFTEN A REQUEST

Forceful request:

You must move your bag.

Softer, respectful request:

Could you please move your bag?

Softening can make a message more suitable for its audience.

Rewrite: You will give me the ruler.
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FIND MODALITY IN A TEXT

Our class should create a garden. It will probably attract insects, and it might make 

the area calmer. Everyone must use the tools safely.

Find:

• one low-force choice

• two medium-force choices

• one high-force choice

What effect does each choice have?
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PARTNER CHALLENGE

Take turns saying a sentence about the school concert.

Round 1: use low force.

Round 2: use medium force.

Round 3: use high force.

Your partner identifies the modal language and explains its effect.

Bonus: combine a modal verb and a modal adverb.
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REVIEW THE BIG IDEAS

• Modality shows possibility, likelihood, obligation and certainty.

• Modal verbs include might, could, should, will and must.

• Modal adverbs include perhaps, probably, definitely and certainly.

• Force can be low, medium or high.

• Effective writers match modality to audience and purpose.
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EXIT CHECK

Write one sentence about improving the playground.

1. Use a modal verb.

2. Add a modal adverb.

3. Label its force: low, medium or high.

4. Explain why the force suits the principal.

Example starter: Our school should probably ...
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WELL DONE!
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MODALITY QUIZ
YEAR 3
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QUESTION 1

Which word is the modal verb in this sentence?

Our class might visit the garden.

A. garden

B. might

C. visit

D. class
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ANSWER 1

Correct answer: B — might

Might is a modal verb. It comes before the base verb visit and shows low-force 

possibility.
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QUESTION 2

Which modal adverb makes the message most certain?

A. perhaps

B. possibly

C. probably

D. definitely
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ANSWER 2

Correct answer: D — definitely

Definitely expresses high certainty, so it is more forceful than perhaps, possibly or 

probably.
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QUESTION 3

True or false?

You must wear a helmet.

This sentence uses high-force modality.

A. True

B. False
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ANSWER 3

Correct answer: A — True

Must expresses a strong requirement, so the message has high force.
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QUESTION 4

Which sentence is the most suitable polite request to a teacher?

A. You must explain that again.

B. You will explain that again.

C. Could you please explain that again?

D. Explain that again.
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ANSWER 4

Correct answer: C

Could creates a respectful low-force request that suits the audience and purpose.
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QUESTION 5

Short answer

Rewrite this sentence to make it sound more certain:

The team might win.

Use a modal verb, a modal adverb or both.
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ANSWER 5

Sample answer:

The team will definitely win.

Will and definitely create high-force certainty. Other accurate high-force rewrites 

may also be accepted.
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QUESTION 6

Which word is the modal verb?

We should probably leave soon.

A. should

B. probably

C. leave

D. soon
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ANSWER 6

Correct answer: A — should

Should is the modal verb. Probably is a modal adverb that adds medium-force 

likelihood.
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QUESTION 7

True or false?

Adding not always makes a sentence less forceful.

A. True

B. False
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ANSWER 7

Correct answer: B — False

Not changes meaning, but a sentence can still be highly forceful: You must not 

enter.
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QUESTION 8

Which sentence best suits an important safety rule?

A. You could walk near the stairs.

B. You might walk near the stairs.

C. You must walk near the stairs.

D. Perhaps you walk near the stairs.
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ANSWER 8

Correct answer: C

Must creates the strong obligation needed for a clear safety rule.
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QUESTION 9

Short answer

Identify the two modal words in this sentence. Name each word class.

Our class will definitely finish the project.
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ANSWER 9

Will is a modal verb.

Definitely is a modal adverb.

Together, they create a highly certain and forceful message.
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QUESTION 10

Which sentence is the strongest persuasive choice for a proposal to the principal?

A. A friendship bench might help.

B. A friendship bench could possibly help.

C. A friendship bench should help.

D. A friendship bench will definitely support students.
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ANSWER 10

Correct answer: D

Will definitely creates the strongest certainty and supports a confident persuasive 

proposal.
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WELL DONE!
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