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~MODALITY "~
FORCE METER

How strongly does the speaker mean it?

LOW FORCE

could ¢ might -
may ¢ perhaps e
maybe

s@%

.

‘4‘4
It will rain.

likely
probably

HIGH FORCE

must  will ¢
have to - definitely ¢
certainly

* Choose modal language to

match your audience and purpose.




Modality shows how strongly a speaker or writer means something.

O LOW FORCE
could ¢ might « may ¢ perhaps « maybe I |

"\ MEDIUM FORCE
MEDIUM HIGH

< should « would « can « likely = probably

O HIGH FORCE
must ¢ will = have to * definitely * certainly

e Ask yourself: Who is my audience? What i purpgse:

6 Example: We might tidy the room. tid

LOW FORCE

could ¢ might « may ¢ perhaps * maybe

..\ MEDIUM FORCE

\ - } should ¢ would « can ¢ likely * probably
HIGH FORCE EDIUM  HIGH
must ¢ will « have to * definitely * certainly

e Ask yourself: Who is my audience? What is my purpose?

0 Example: We might tidy the room. — We must tidy the room.
Y,
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Say a gentle
possibility about
tomorrow.

Ask the

‘| principal for new
| sports equipment.

suggestton for

the weekend.
Ne o/
‘| Ask ayounger
student to
pack up.
¥ R .

Give friendly
adviceto a
classmate.

State an
important
safety rule.

! PURPOSE @ |

Persuade your

Explain what Give a firm
someone should || instruction for 5
do next. ‘| anemergency. |

s J. ).
PURPOSE @ H SWIT ;
Showthatyou || Change “You
feel certain ‘| mustlisten”to |
about an idea. low force.
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We might
visit the
museum.

Perhaps the Could we
game will read
finish early. outside?
A

---------------------------------------------------------------------

You should
bring a hat.

e
| Maybe the
| puppyis

| hungry.
3

______________________________________________________________________

My |:

thebox. |

____________________________ %

vou || Sutmstar |

neginatnine. 1| ibrarybooks. |

e e e =
Youwould |  Thatis |

enjoy this || definitely the |:

story. '| safest choice. |:
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Name: Date:

SO $poT THE MODAL CLUES (-

PAGE 1

Circle the modal word or phrase in each sentence. Then tick L, M or H

to show low, medium or high force.

1. We might build a bird feeder on Friday. L [
2. You must stay behind the safety line. L]
3. |can help carry the art supplies. \6[1
4. Perhaps the library i ope L. 3
5. Ourtea ’@ ely e afterschool. L [

6. You S0uld bring your reading folder. L [
7. Could we choose a different game? L O

8. Everyone has to return the equipment. L O

Which sentence sounds the most forceful? Explain why.

ME HD

H B
MEO HD
MO RO
ME HID
MO HO
MO HO
MLE HO

LLLLLL



Name: ANSWERS Date:

‘ SPOT THE MODAL CLUES ( )~

PAGE 1

Circle the modal word or phrase in each sentence. Then tick L, M or H
to show low, medium or high force.

1. Weighbbuild a bird feeder on Friday. LEM MO HO

2, You@stay behind the safety line. N H M

3. I‘help carry the art supplies. \6 H [

Perhaps)the library i “ ML RO

5. Our te eafterschoo. L O MO HH
M M

6. Y bring your reading folder. L [ H [

P

7. we choose a different game? MO MO HO

8. Everyonereturn the equipment. LO MO HH

Which sentence sounds the most forceful? Explain why.

Sentence 2 sounds most forceful because must expresses a firm safety rule.

Sukindi
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SPOT THE MODAL CLUES
PAGE 2

Name: Date:

PART A — COMPARE

Circle the more forceful sentence in each pair. Underline the modal language.

1A. We might begin now. 1B. We must begin now.

2A. Perhaps that is unfair. 2B. That is definitely unfair.

3A. Could you close the gate?

PART B — CREATE

Write three sentences about borrg the modality each time.

2

MEDIUM FORCE HIGH FORCE

How did your word choices change the message?

LLLLLL
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Name:

TURN THE MODALITY DIAL

J PAGE 1

Date:

Use each choice once. Write the best modal word or phrase in the blank. Then tick its force.

m

WORD BANK

ight should must could will have to

1. SMALL CHANCE
It rain later. HIGH D
8 J
( N
2. FRIENDLY ADVICE
HIGH [ ]
3.
Low [ ] MepwuM [] HIGH []
. J
4,
you please pass the glue? tow [] Mmepium [ HIGH []
( A\
5. CERTAIN PLAN
Our excursion begin at 9:00 am. tow [] MepiuM [] HIGH []
6. REQUIRED ACTION
Students wear closed shoes in the science lab. LOW D MEDIUM D HIGH D

Which modal choice makes the strongest demand?

LLLLLL



~7>- TURN THE MODALITY DIAL
'\]\ PAGE 1

Name: ANSWERS Date:

Use each choice once. Write the best modal word or phrase in the blank. Then tick its force.

WORD BANK

might should must could will have to

1. SMALL CHANCE
it ___might  rqin later. LOW EDIU HIGH []
2. FRIENDLY ADVICE
You __Should  bring a sunhg. EDIUM HIGH []
3. FIRM SAFETY
Low [ | MEDIUM [ ]| HIGH
4,
you please pass the glue? LOW MEDIUM [ ]| HIGH []
. J
5. CERTAIN PLAN
Our excursion will begin at 9:00 am. Low [] Mebwm [] HIGH
6. REQUIRED ACTION
Students _NAVe 0 wear closed shoes in the science lab. tow [] MEDIUM [] HIGH
. )

Which modal choice makes the strongest demand? must

LLLLLL



TURN THE MODALITY DIAL

PAGE 2

Name: Date:

N

PART A — SWITCH THE FORCE

Rewrite each message to match the new force.

1. Make this more forceful: The class could be quiet.

2. Make this less forceful: You must bring a pencil.

3. Make this medium force: | might join the team.

81 idea is helpful.

PART B — BUILD A CONTINUUM

Write three messages about keeping the playground tidy. Use different modality each time.

LOW FORCE MEDIUM FORCE HIGH FORCE

Circle the modal language in each sentence you wrote.

LLLLLL



CHOOSE FOR THE CONTEXT

PAGE 1

Name: Date:

Circle the sentence that best suits each audience or purpose.

F R
) ﬂ 1. POLITE REQUEST TO A CLASSMATE
= q (O A. Could I borrow your ruler?
(O B. Imust borrow your ruler.
L @F Perhaps your ruler. )
3 e
2. IMPORTANT SCIENCE SAFETY RULE
‘ O A. You might wear goggles.
11122
O B. You must wear ;
\ J
S
i fn ;‘ 3.
\ j'; I .
3 "’ definitely rest. 3
(- )
i. UNCERTAIN WEATHER FORECAST
(O A. It must rain later.
O 0 O B. It might rain later.
0 O C. It has to rain later. )
S
5. CERTAIN TIMETABLE INFORMATION
O A. The bus will leave at three.
(O B. The bus might leave at three.
(O C. Perhaps the bus leaves at three. 4
S
6. SOFT SUGGESTION TO A TEACHER
O A. We could read outside.
O B. We have to read outside.
(O C. We will definitely read outside. )

What clues helped you choose?
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CHOOSE FOR THE CONTEXT

PAGE 1
Name: ANSWERS Date:

Circle the sentence that best suits each audience or purpose.

1. POLITE REQUEST TO A CLASSMATE
@ A. Could I borrow your ruler?

O B. I must borrow your ruler.

) €. Perhaps your ruler.

2. IMPORTANT SCIENCE SAFETY RULE
(O A. You might wear goggles.

B. You must wear

definitely rest.

NCERTAIN WEATHER FORECAST
O A. It must rain later.

B. It might rain later.

O C. It has to rain later.

5. CERTAIN TIMETABLE INFORMATION
@ A. The bus will leave at three.

(O B. The bus might leave at three.

(O C. Perhaps the bus leaves at three.

6. SOFT SUGGESTION TO A TEACHER

@ A. We could read outside.
O B. We have to read outside.
(O €. We will definitely read outside.
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CHOOSE FOR THE CONTEXT

PAGE 2

Name: Date:

Write a message that suits the audience, purpose and target force. Circle your modal language.

s

1. MUSEUM VISIT

A AUDIENCE: classmates

H - H PURPOSE: give a safety rule
" = TARGET FORCE: high

o

-
2. WEEKEND INVITATION

AUDIENCE: a friend

PURPOSE: make a gentle suggestion

TARGET FORCE: low

J

1\

AUDIENCE: a younger student

PURPOSE: give friendly advice

TARGET FORCE: medium

-
REFLECTION
Which message would change most if the audience changed? Explain.

J
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Wl'E = STRENGTHEN THE MESSAGE

PAGE 1

Name: Date:

J

P 7

)

Read the proposal. Circle all the modal words and phrases.

7

A GARDEN FOR OUR SCHOOL

Our school might start a lunchtime garden. It could give students a
calm place to work. Perhaps each class may care for one garden bed.
Families might donate seeds. The project could make our school

greener.

.

Rewrite each sentence using the stronger modal lan

1. Our school might start a lunchtime garden. (wj

5. The project could make our school greener. (will)

How did the stronger modality change the proposal?

| REFLECTION QW g

J

Sukindi
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Name:

STRENGTHEN THE MESSAGE

PAGE 1
ANSWERS Date:

e

P

Read the proposal. Circle all the modal words and phrases.

7

\.

Our school.start a lunchtime garden. It‘ give students a

calm place to work.(Perhaps)each cIass‘care for one garden bed.

Famllles ‘donate seeds. The pro;ect. make our school

greener.

A GARDEN FOR OUR SCHOOL

Rewrite each sentence using the stronger modal lang

1. Our school might start a lunchtime garden. (wi

Our school will start a lunchtime g3&d

il defWitely)
place to work.

FamilieS@night donate seeds. (should)

FamilieS should donate seeds.

. The project could make our school greener. (will)

The project will make our school greener.

' REFLECTION QY ‘g
).

How did the stronger modality change the proposal?

The proposal became more certain, confident and persuasive.

Sukindi
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STRENGTHEN THE MESSAGE

Include at least fi

PAGE 2
Date:
N
v
THE QUIET READING CORNER “ ==
x| Your class wants a quiet reading Q ‘x\ 5
= corner in the playground. Write a Y
persuasive message to the principal. \é%
e ===
%
MODALITY WORD BANK
could might should must will  have to
PLAN
Opening opinion: Reason 1: as Call to action:
RITE

phrase

at least three high-force choices. Underline your modal language.

O clear opinion

[J reasons

[0 strong modality [0 audience considered

LLLLLL



MODAL SENTENCE WORKSHOP
PAGE 1
Name: Date:

Complete each sentence with one modal adverb from the word bank.
Use each choice once. Then tick its force.

WORD BANK

[ maybe perhaps possibly probably definitely certainly ]

N

1. The team will finish before lunch.
Low [ MEDIUM [] HIGH [
2. the puppy feelggnerv
{( ))
) K Low [ MEDIUM L]

be postponed.

HIGH [

surprising.

Low [ MEDIUM [ HIGH [

this is the fairest solution.

Low [ MEDIUM [] HIGH [
6. Our design will impress the judges.
Low [ MEDIUM [] HIGH [

What do modal adverbs add to a message?

LLLLLL



MODAL SENTENCE WORKSHOP

PAGE 1
Name: ANSWERS Date:

Complete each sentence with one modal adverb from the word bank.
Use each choice once. Then tick its force.

WORD BANK
maybe perhaps possibly probably definitely certainly

1. The team will probably finish before lunch.

Low [ MEDIUM [ HIGH []

2. Maybe  the puppy feelsgnerv

Low ™ MEDIUM Gl
3. The excurgn co 0S be postponed.
um [ HIGH [
definitely  surprising.
MEDIUM [] HIGH ™
5. _ Perhaps this is the fairest solution.
Low o MEDIUM [ HIGH [

6. Our design will __certainly impress the judges.

Low [J MEDIUM [ HIGH M

What do modal adverbs add to a message?

They show how certain or forceful the messaqe is.

LLLLLL



MODAL SENTENCE WORKSHOP

PAGE 2

Name: Date:

PART A — BUILD THE SENTENCE

Choose one modal verb and one modal adverb for each sentence. Write the verb first, then the
adverb. Circle the modal verb and underline the modal adverb.

| MODAL VERBS
could might should will must |
, MODAL ADVERBS ‘
perhaps possibly probably definitely certainly

1. Our class finish the project today.

er the ben

2. The puppy be hiding

3. You Qte
4. The team the final. ‘wy
T

rce and one high-force sentence about a school concert.
dal adverb in each sentence.

LOW FORCE
[ MEDIUM FORCE ]
i HIGH FORCE |

How did the modal verb and modal adverb work together?

Sukindi
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THE PLAYGROUND PROPOSAL

ASSESSMENT — PAGE 1

Name: Date: O]

U

YOUR CHALLENGE

Our school can make one improvement to the playground. Choose a shade sail,
friendship bench, garden, games area or your own idea. You will write a
persuasive proposal to the principal.

PART A — ANALYSE MODALITY

Underline the modal language in each sentence. Then tick LOW, MEDIUM or HIGH to $ow its force.

1. A shade sail might keep the area cooler.

2. Students should have a calm place to sit.

MEDIUM HIGH

MEDIUM HIGH

My opinion:

Reason 1:

Reason 2:

Audience: the principal

Purpose: to persuade

BEFORE PAGE 2
[I | have chosen one clear improvement.

D | have planned two strong reasons.
D | know who my audience is.
| am ready to vary the force of my modal language.

LLLLLL



THE PLAYGROUND PROPOSAL

ASSESSMENT — PAGE 1

Name: ANSWERS Date: lm,
L0

4 w

YOUR CHALLENGE

Our school can make one improvement to the playground. Choose a shade sail,
friendship bench, garden, games area or your own idea. You will write a
persuasive proposal to the principal.

PART A — ANALYSE MODALITY

Underline the modal language in each sentence. Then tick LOW, MEDIUM or HIGH to $Row its force.

&
AN\ e

-

HIGH
1. A shade sail might keep the area cooler.
HIGH
2. Students should have a calm place to sit.
MEDIUM HIGH
3. The school must choose a safe i A ”
MEDIUM HIGH
4. Our idea will defini | tudents. J
PART L POSAL

My impINe

My opinion:

Reason 1:

Reason 2:

Audience: the principal

Purpose: to persuade

BEFORE PAGE 2
|:| | have chosen one clear improvement.

|:| | have planned two strong reasons.
D | know who my audience is.
[ ] 1am ready to vary the force of my modal language.

LLLLLL




THE PLAYGROUND PROPOSAL

ASSESSMENT — PAGE 2

Name:

PART C — WRITE YOUR PROPOSAL

Date:

Use at least five modal words or phrases. Include at least one low-force
choice, one medium-force choice and two high-force choices.

Write a persuasive proposal to the principal. State your improvement, ; :

give at least two reasons and finish with a strong conclusion.

J

Dear Principal,

From,

PART D — REVIEW

| circled at least five modal words or phrases.

| used low, medium and high force.

| checked my spelling and punctuation.

My strongest modal choice was

My strongest modal choice suits the principal.

because

LLLLLL
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LEARNING GOAL

We are learning to choose modal verias oA Mod

more or less forceful.

By the end, | can:

- identify mod 0 sentence.

- descrikasgawy, d high force.

v \
verbs that moKe o message



WORD WARM-UP

Read the sentence:
The team will probably finish today.

- Will iIs o modal verb.

- proboably is o al adverb.

moke the sentence less certain?



WHAT IS MODALITY?
N, P ll necessary o orceful o

)

Modality is language that shows howge

message Is.
It can show:

- possibility —



MODALITY FORCE
\

g 0ssibly.

Low-force choices include might, co

Medium-force choices include shoul bo b

High-force choices in d certainly.

Force is a conti . Context ca one choice feel stronger or softer.



SAME IDEA, DIFFERE JRCE

Read each version aloud:
We might win the game.

We should win the ga



VERBS AND ADVERB

Modal verbs sit before a base verb:

Perhaps we wi

A sentepas



PUT WORDS IN ORDEf

A useful pattern is:



MODALITY AND NEGAT i

Negatives change meaning and forc

You must attend. = strong requireme

ility of albsence

matically moke a sentence less forceful.



MATCH THE AUDIENC



You must stop!

What f

EVALUATION AND EMOT H

or | does each Modal choice add?




SORT THE FORCE

Say low, medium or high for each se
1. We might visit the museum.

2. You should pack a



CHOOSE FOR THE CONT il

Which message best suits a polite re
A. You must help me now.

B. Could you please h
C. You will hel



STRENGTHEN PERSUASIC .I

Weak proposal:
A shade sail could be useful.

Stronger proposal:



SOFTEN A REQUEST

Forceful request:
You must move your bag.
Softer, respectful req
Could you ple ove your bag"

Softeningss sage more stitable for its audience.



FIND MODALITY IN A TE I
ab 'I gct insects,an It might maoke

\

Our class should create a garden. It wal p

too

the area calmer. Everyone must use t ofeld
Find:

- one low-forc



PARTNER CHALLENG

Take turns saying a sentence about
Round 1: use low force.

Round 2: use medium



REVIEW THE BIG IDE

- Modality shows possibility, likeliho ycertainty.

- Modal verbs include might, could, s
- Modal adverbs inclu itel’and certainly.
- Force can be edium or hi

- Effecti

Iiter

odality to altitience and purpose.



EXIT CHECK

Write one sentence about improving
1. Use a modal verb.

2. Add o modal adver
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QUESTION |

Which word is the modal verb in this
Our class might visit the garden.
A. garden
B. might

C. visit

nt e? l




\

h\we ISit el shows low-force

Correct answer: B — might
Might is a modal verb. It comes befor

possibility.

8

,\9



A. perhaps
B. possibly
C. probably
D. definj

v \
Which modal adverb maersge st .

QUESTION 2



\

fo 2dPperhaps, possibly or

Correct answer: D — definitely
Definitely expresses high certainty, s

probably.



QUESTION 3

True or false?

You must wear a helmet.

l ‘
This sentence uses hi r odalit \
A. True
B. Fals




\

Correct answer: A — True '
Must expresses a strong requreqm essOme has@h force.

8

,\9



QUESTION U

Which sentence is the most suitable Ralite@gaue

A. You must explain that again.
B. You will explain th

C. Could you p

II teacher?

</




\

Could creates a respectful low-force r@uestR Ot S thgg¥Clience and purpose.

\2

Correct answer: C

8

,\9



QUESTION 5
\”

Short answer
Rewrite this sentence to make it soun or

The team might win.

modal adve th.



\

Sample answer: '
The team will definitely win.
Will and definitely cre | rce c@ainty. er &iccurate high-force rewrites

may also be a d.



QUESTION 6

Which word is the modal verb?
We should probably leave soon.
A. should

B. probably

C.leav

\o”



\

rr\ 0 thed@®ids medium-force

Correct answer: A — should

Should is the modal verb. Probably is

likelihood. @

8

,\9



QUESTION 7

v \
True or false?

Adding not always makes a sentence@ss f ful.

A. True

B. False @




ANSWER 7

\

Correct answer: B — False '
Not changes meaning, but a sentencamon sEAbe ly 1a@®€Tul: You must not
enter.

8

,\9



QUESTION 8
[ SRty r ll

Which sentence best suits an import

A. You could walk near the stairs.

B. You might walk ne



ANSWER 8

v \
Correct answer: C
Must creates the strong obligation negled @A Clé@k sofg#Prule.

\~

,\9



QUESTION 9
\”

G

Short answer
|dentify the two modal words in this grd class.

Our class will definitel



Will is a modal verb. '
Definitely is a modal adverb.
Together, they create gghig rtain @nd for | m&Ssage.

\'go



QUESTION IO

‘
\ l’ d proposal to

Which sentence is the strongest pers hoi

S|

A. A friendship bench might help.
B. A friendship bench
C. A friendship
D. A fri

should help

efinitely support students.

e principal?



\

Correct answer: D '
Will definitely creates the strongest c@Raint§nd SEpodgconfident persuasive
proposal. @

8

\’G
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