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Learning Goals

We are learning to recognise modal verbs and explain their effect.

We will compare strength, choose purpose and adjust tone for an audience.

Success: I can identify, compare, apply and justify a modal choice.
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What Is a Modal Verb?

A modal verb comes before a main verb and changes how an action is presented.

It can show certainty, possibility, obligation, permission, ability or advice.

We might leave.  You must listen.  Ava can swim.
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Where Modal Verbs Sit

Pattern: subject + modal + base verb

They might arrive.  You should check.  We can help.

The main verb stays in its base form after a modal.

Correct: she can explain.  Not: she can explains.
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Six Jobs Modal Verbs Can Do

Certainty —will

Possibility —may, might, could

Obligation —must, have to

Permission —may, can, could

Ability —can, could

Advice —should, ought to
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Certainty and Possibility

will = presented as certain

should = expected

may, might, could = possible

Compare: The team will win. / The team might win.

The modal shows how strongly the speaker commits.
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Comparing Strength

Stronger → weaker: will → should → may → might/could

Context matters: could can also show ability or permission.

Ask: What does the whole sentence mean here?

Choose a modal that matches the evidence.
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Obligation and Advice

must / have to = required

should / ought to = recommended

You must wear goggles.  You should check your notes.

Changing must to should turns a rule into advice.
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Permission

May I enter? — formal permission request

Can I borrow it? —everyday permission request

Could I speak now? —polite request

Choose a form that suits the audience and situation.
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Ability

can = present ability: I can solve it.

could = past or conditional ability: At eight, I could swim.

Can may also show permission.

Use the sentence context to identify the job.
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Negative Modals

cannot / can’t = inability or lack of permission

must not = prohibition

should not = advice against an action

may not / might not = negative possibility

Word order: modal + not + base verb
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Audience and Formality

Firm: You must respond today.

Polite: Could you respond today?

Cautious: The result might change.

Formal: May I request an extension?

Tone comes from strength, purpose and audience.
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Modal Verbs in Persuasive Writing

Modal verbs position a reader.

We must reduce litter. —strong obligation

We should use reusable containers. —advice

This change will help our school. —certainty

Choose deliberately; do not overstate weak evidence.
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Informative and Procedural Texts

Informative: Temperatures may fall overnight.

Procedure: You must wear gloves.

Schedule: The session will begin at ten.

Advice: Participants should bring water.

Match the modal to evidence and purpose.
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Avoid Common Errors

Use the base verb: can explain, not can explains.

Do not stack modals: might leave, not might will leave.

Place not after the modal: must not enter.

Choose one modal that carries the intended meaning.
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Edit, Justify and Improve

Repair: She can explains the plan. → She can explain the plan.

Change strength: We will win. → We might win.

Change tone: You must help. → Could you help?

Justify every change with purpose, evidence or audience.
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Modal Verbs Mastered!
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Modal Verbs Quiz
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Question 1

Underline the modal verb:

The hikers might return before sunset.
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Answer 1

might

It shows possibility.
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Question 2

Which sentence states a firm rule?

A. You might wear a helmet.

B. You should wear a helmet.

C. You must wear a helmet.

D. You could wear a helmet.
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Answer 2

C. You must wear a helmet.

Must shows obligation.
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Question 3

True or False?

The sentence “The bus will arrive soon” is more certain than “The bus may arrive soon.”
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Answer 3

True.

Will presents the arrival as more certain than may.
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Question 4

What purpose does may show?

May I borrow your ruler?
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Answer 4

Permission

The speaker is asking to be allowed to borrow the ruler.
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Question 5

What does should show?

You should check your calculations.
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Answer 5

Advice

The action is recommended, not required.
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Question 6

Which sentence shows ability?

A. Leah must lift the box.

B. Leah can lift the box.

C. Leah might lift the box.

D. Leah should lift the box.
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Answer 6

B. Leah can lift the box.

Can shows ability in this context.
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Question 7

Which sentence is most certain?

A. We might finish.

B. We may finish.

C. We should finish.

D. We will finish.
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Answer 7

D. We will finish.

Will is the strongest certainty in this set.
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Question 8

Rewrite this rule as advice:

You must revise your draft.

PREVIEW



Answer 8

You should revise your draft.

Should weakens obligation to advice.
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Question 9

Which is the most polite request?

A. Help me.

B. You must help me.

C. Could you help me?

D. You will help me.
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Answer 9

C. Could you help me?

Could softens the request.
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Question 10

How does the meaning change?

The team will win. → The team might win.
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Answer 10

The result becomes less certain.

Might changes certainty to possibility.

PREVIEW



Modal Verb Expert!
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