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What Is Mass?

Mass tells us how heavy an object, substance or person is.

We can compare, measure and record mass.

This unit focuses on choosing units and reading scales accurately.
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Units of Mass

Milligrams (mg) measure tiny masses.

Grams (g) measure small everyday masses.

Kilograms (kg) measure heavier everyday masses.

Tonnes (t) measure very heavy masses.
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Conversion Facts

1000 milligrams = 1 gram.

1000 grams = 1 kilogram.

1000 kilograms = 1 tonne.

These facts help us compare and rename measurements.
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Choose a Sensible Unit

A pencil is easier to describe in grams than kilograms.

A school bag is usually measured in kilograms.

A truck is easier to describe in tonnes than grams.
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Digital Scales

Digital scales show numbers directly.

Always read the unit shown on the display.

A display might show 680 g, 2.35 kg or 0.65 kg.
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Analogue Scales

Analogue scales use tick marks and a pointer.

Start with the labelled marks.

Work out what each small division is worth.
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Partial Divisions

Some scales do not label every value.

If 0 and 1 kg are split into five equal spaces, each space is 200 g.

Counting partial divisions helps you read accurately.
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Measuring Instruments

Kitchen scales suit ingredients and small parcels.

Bathroom scales suit body mass.

Luggage scales suit bags and suitcases.

Truck weighbridges suit very heavy vehicles.
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Compare the Same Unit

Comparing is easiest when measurements use the same unit.

1 kg is the same as 1000 g.

So 950 g is less than 1 kg.
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Use Symbols

Use < for less than.

Use > for greater than.

Use = when two masses are equal after conversion.
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Ordering Masses

Convert first if needed.

Then list measurements from lightest to heaviest or heaviest to 

lightest.

Check each value before writing the final order.
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Reason About Mass

A good answer includes more than a number.

Explain which unit, conversion or scale mark helped you.

This shows how you know your answer is reasonable.
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Common Mistakes

Do not compare just the digits.

Do not forget the unit.

Do not assume a large object always has the greatest mass.

Read the scale and unit carefully.
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This Week

Use mass unit cards and task stations.

Practise reading digital and analogue scales.

Convert, compare and order masses.

Show your reasoning in the assessment.
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Review

Choose sensible units.

Read marked and partially marked scales.

Convert between mass units.

Compare, order and explain measurements of mass.
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Well Done!
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Question 1
Which unit is most sensible for the mass of a delivery truck?

A. mg

B. g

C. kg

D. t
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Answer 1

D. t
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Question 2

True or false?

1000 grams is equal to 1 kilogram.

PR
EV
IEW



Answer 2

True.
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Question 3

A digital scale shows 2.35 kg.

Write the mass.
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Answer 3

2.35 kg

PR
EV
IEW



Question 4
Which mass is greater?

A. 950 g

B. 1 kg

C. 0.8 kg

D. 900 g
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Answer 4

B. 1 kg
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Question 5

True or false?

A truck weighbridge is a sensible instrument for measuring a glue 

stick.
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Answer 5

False. A small scale is more sensible.
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Question 6

Convert 4500 g to kilograms.

PR
EV
IEW



Answer 6

4.5 kg
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Question 7
Which comparison is correct?

A. 750 g > 1 kg

B. 2.5 kg = 2500 g

C. 4 t < 3900 kg

D. 0.25 kg > 500 g
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Answer 7

B. 2.5 kg = 2500 g
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Question 8

True or false?

When reading an analogue scale, small divisions can help you find 

unlabelled values.
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Answer 8

True.
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Question 9

Order from lightest to heaviest:

1.2 kg, 950 g, 1.05 kg
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Answer 9

950 g, 1.05 kg, 1.2 kg

PR
EV
IEW



Question 10
A table can hold 10 kg. Boxes weigh 2.5 kg, 3.75 kg and 1.8 kg.

Is the table safe?

A. Yes

B. No

C. Only if one box is removed

D. Cannot tell
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Answer 10

A. Yes. The total is 8.05 kg, which is less than 10 kg.

PR
EV
IEW



Great Work!
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