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Learning Goal

We are learning to examine how literary devices and deliberate 

word play shape meaning in literary texts.
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What Are Literary Devices?

Literary devices are choices authors use to create sound, images, 

meaning and feeling. They help readers connect with a text.
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Poetry And Meaning

Poems often use carefully chosen words, line breaks, rhythm and 

imagery to express ideas and feelings in a concentrated way.

Alex
PREVIEW



Rhyme

Rhyme is a pattern of words with matching end sounds. It can 

make a poem sound musical and memorable.
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Rhythm

Rhythm is the beat or movement of a poem. Readers can clap or 

tap the strong beats to hear how the poem flows.
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Sound Play

Onomatopoeia uses sound words such as crash, buzz and pop. 

Alliteration repeats starting sounds. Repetition repeats words or 

lines.
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Imagery

Imagery uses sensory details to help readers see, hear, smell, taste 

and feel the world of a text.
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Simile And Metaphor

A simile compares using like or as. A metaphor says one thing is 

another to create a strong image.
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Personification

Personification gives human actions or qualities to non-human 

things, such as the wind whispered.
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Hyperbole And Idiom

Hyperbole exaggerates for effect. Idioms have meanings that are 

different from the literal words.
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Word Play

Puns, spoonerisms, neologisms and nonsense words can make 

literary texts playful, surprising and original.
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Emotive Language

Authors choose words that influence how readers feel. Positive and 

negative word choices can change the mood.
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Analysing A Poem

When analysing, identify devices, quote evidence and explain how 

the device shapes meaning, mood or feeling.
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This Week

You will practise identifying devices, playing with language, 

reviewing poems and completing a poetry analysis assessment.
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Great Work!
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Question 1

Which device compares two things using like or as?

A. Simile

B. Metaphor

C. Idiom

D. Repetition
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Answer 1

A. A simile compares using like or as.
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Question 2

True or false: Onomatopoeia uses words that imitate sounds.
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Answer 2

True. Words such as buzz, crash and pop imitate sounds.

Alex
PREVIEW



Question 3

Name one example of alliteration.
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Answer 3

Possible answer: silver snakes slither. Alliteration repeats starting 

sounds.
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Question 4

Which sentence is a metaphor?

A. The sky was like silk.

B. The sky was a blanket.

C. The sky was as blue as glass.

D. The sky looked calm.
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Answer 4

B. The sky was a blanket says one thing is another.
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Question 5

True or false: Imagery only means pictures on a page.
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Answer 5

False. Imagery uses words to help readers experience a text 

through the senses.
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Question 6

Which device gives human actions to non-human things?

A. Personification

B. Rhyme

C. Pun

D. Hyperbole
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Answer 6

A. Personification gives human actions or qualities to non-human 

things.
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Question 7

Write one example of hyperbole.
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Answer 7

Possible answer: I waited a million years.
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Question 8

Which device is used in hold your horses?

A. Neologism

B. Idiom

C. Rhythm

D. Onomatopoeia
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Answer 8

B. Hold your horses is an idiom meaning wait or slow down.
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Question 9

True or false: Literary devices can shape the mood of a poem.
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Answer 9

True. Device choices can make a poem feel calm, exciting, funny, 

mysterious or sad.
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Question 10

What should you do when explaining a literary device in a poem?
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Answer 10

Identify the device, quote evidence, and explain how it shapes 

meaning or feeling.
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Great Work!
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