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Literal 
Comprehension
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Learning Goal

We are learning to find literal information in words and pictures.

We can answer questions using clues that are right there in the 

text.
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What Is Literal 
Comprehension?

Literal comprehension means understanding what the text and 

pictures tell us directly.

The answer is not hidden. We can point to the clue.
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Look For Key Clues

Good readers ask:

Who is in the text?

What happened?

Where did it happen?

When did it happen?
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Use The Words

Read or listen carefully.

Find the word or sentence that gives the answer.

Reread if you are not sure.
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Use The Pictures

Pictures can show people, places, objects, actions and feelings.

Look closely for details that match the question.
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Who Questions

Who questions ask about a person, character or animal.

Example: Who fed the ducks?
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What Questions

What questions ask about an object or event.

Example: What did Zara move?
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Where And When Questions

Where questions ask about a place.

When questions ask about a time.
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Check Your Answer

Ask yourself:

Can I find this answer in the words or picture?

Does my answer match the question?
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Independent Practice

Read or listen to the short text.

Find the clue.

Answer the question clearly.
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Well Done!
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Literal Comprehension 
Quiz
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Question 1

True or false: Literal comprehension answers can be found in the 

words or pictures.
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Answer 1

True. Literal answers are right there in the text or pictures.
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Question 2

Which question asks about a person?

A. Where did it happen?

B. Who went to the pond?

C. What colour was the hat?

D. When did they go?
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Answer 2

B. Who went to the pond?
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Question 3

Short answer: What should you do if you cannot find the answer 

straight away?
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Answer 3

Reread or listen again and look for the clue.
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Question 4

True or false: You can invent a literal answer if the text does not 

say it.
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Answer 4

False. Literal answers must match the text or picture.
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Question 5

Which answer is a where answer?

A. Mum

B. three

C. at the beach

D. a red bucket
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Answer 5

C. at the beach.
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Question 6

Short answer: Name one clue you can use for literal 

comprehension.
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Answer 6

Answers may include words, sentences, pictures, labels or details in 

the text.
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Question 7

True or false: Pictures can help you answer literal questions.
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Answer 7

True. Pictures can show clues such as characters, places and 

objects.
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Question 8

Which answer tells how many?

A. Saturday

B. two ducks

C. yellow

D. into the water
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Answer 8

B. two ducks.
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Question 9

Short answer: What word can start a question about time?
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Answer 9

When.
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Question 10

True or false: A strong literal answer can be checked by pointing to 

the clue.
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Answer 10

True. You should be able to point to the words or picture clue.
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Well Done!
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