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LEARNING INTENTION & SUCCESS CRITERIA

We are learning to use familiar sound–letter patterns, word parts and context to read and spell less familiar 

words.

• I test more than one plausible sound.

• I use context, syllables and word parts as evidence.

• I verify and record an accurate pronunciation and spelling.PREV
IEW



WHY FAMILIAR PATTERNS HELP

A letter pattern can represent different sounds.

Known patterns give us sensible starting points—not guarantees.

Strong readers test a sound in the whole word, check whether it makes a known word, then compare it 

with the sentence meaning.PREV
IEW



A FOUR-STEP STRATEGY

1. Notice the letters that work together.

2. Test more than one possible sound.

3. Connect the word to context, syllables, base words, prefixes or suffixes.

4. Verify with a dictionary, pronunciation guide or trusted reader.

Record what helped so the strategy transfers to the next word.PREV
IEW



CH: THREE COMMON SOUNDS

/ch/ as in chair, cheerful, merchant

/sh/ as in chef, machine, brochure

/k/ as in chorus, anchor, character

Do not choose from the spelling alone. Say each possibility in the whole word.PREV
IEW



USE CONTEXT WITH CH

The museum brochure described the new exhibition.

Try /ch/: bro-chure → not a known pronunciation.

Try /sh/: bro-shure → a known word that fits the sentence.

Try /k/: bro-kure → not a known pronunciation.

Context and a known word confirm /sh/.PREV
IEW



EA: THREE USEFUL FAMILIES

long e: team, beneath, creature

short e: head, healthy, meadow

long a: steak, break, great

Use nearby words and familiar word families. “The steak sizzled” supports the long-a sound in 

steak.PREV
IEW



EI: TEST THE WHOLE WORD

long a: vein, neighbour, freight

long e: ceiling, receive, protein

long i: height, neither, seismic

Try the likely sounds, then use the word’s meaning and sentence role to choose.PREV
IEW



OU: SEVERAL SOUND FAMILIES

/ow/: cloud, mountain, announce

/oo/: group, soup, youth

/u/: young, country, cousin

/oh/: shoulder, poultry, mould

Whole-word meaning helps narrow the choice.PREV
IEW



OUGH: A FLEXIBLE CLUSTER

/or/: thought, bought, fought

/oh/: though, dough, although

/oo/: through, throughout

/uff/: rough, enough, tough

/ow/: drought, plough

Test, connect and verify.PREV
IEW



OUR: COMPARE WORD FAMILIES

/or/: court, fourth, mourn

/er/: journey, journal, courtesy

/uh/: colour, favour, harbour

Australian spellings such as colour and harbour retain our, even though the sound can vary.PREV
IEW



LOOK-ALIKE PATTERNS

Compare: thought • though • through • rough • drought

Each word contains ough, yet the cluster represents /or/, /oh/, /oo/, /uff/ or /ow/.

A familiar word family and the sentence meaning help you decide.PREV
IEW



USE SYLLABLES AND CHUNKS

Break long words into manageable spoken chunks:

seis-mic

be-neath

char-ac-ter-ise

Blend the chunks, then read the whole word naturally. Chunking reduces the load but does not 

replace checking meaning.PREV
IEW



USE BASE WORDS AND AFFIXES

Base words preserve spelling and meaning clues:

nourish + ment → nourishment

neighbour + hood → neighbourhood

break + through → breakthrough

character + ise → characterise

Use the base word to hold the spelling steady.PREV
IEW



CONTEXT CAN RULE OUT A SOUND

The freight train carried heavy goods north.

The words “train” and “carried heavy goods” show that freight means cargo.

That meaning supports the known pronunciation with ei as long a. Context selects among plausible 

sounds; it does not invent one.PREV
IEW



WORKED EXAMPLE: CHORUS

Word: chorus

Pattern: ch

Plausible sounds: /ch/, /sh/, /k/

Context: The school chorus rehearsed before assembly.

Decision: /k/ makes the known word and fits a group of singers.

Verify: check a trusted pronunciation guide.PREV
IEW



WORKED EXAMPLE: NOURISHMENT

Word: nourishment

Useful parts: nourish + ment

Pattern focus: our in nourish

Context: The hikers packed nourishment for the long journey.

Decision: the base word guides pronunciation and spelling.

Verify: check the whole word, then record the suffix.PREV
IEW



WORKED EXAMPLE: THOROUGH

Word: thorough

Pattern focus: ough

Try the sounds you know from thought, though, through, rough and drought.

Context: The scientist completed a thorough check.

Decision: ough represents /uh/ in thorough.

Verify: use a dictionary audio guide if unsure.PREV
IEW



GUIDED SORT AND EXPLAIN

Sort these words by pattern, then by sound:

brochure • creature • freight • shoulder • although • journal

For two words, explain which sound you tested first, what clue confirmed or changed your choice, and 

how you verified the final pronunciation.PREV
IEW



SPELLING CHECK ROUTINE

Say the whole word.

Segment its sounds and syllables.

Choose the letter pattern that matches the known word or word family.

Write the word.

Verify it, then revise if needed.

Example: freight—not frate—keeps ei in the known spelling.PREV
IEW



REVIEW & INDEPENDENT CHALLENGE

When you meet a less familiar word:

• notice the pattern

• test more than one sound

• connect context, syllables and word parts

• verify the pronunciation and spelling

Choose one new word from your reading and record the evidence that unlocked it.PREV
IEW



Well Done!
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QUESTION 1 • TRUE OR FALSE

In chorus, the letters ch represent /k/.

TRUE or FALSE?PREV
IEW



ANSWER 1

TRUE

Ch represents /k/ in chorus. Trying the whole word and using its meaning—a group 

of singers—confirm the choice.PREV
IEW



QUESTION 2 • MULTIPLE CHOICE

Which word uses ea with the long-a sound?

A. head

B. team

C. steak

D. creaturePREV
IEW



ANSWER 2

C. steak

In steak, ea represents long a. Head uses short e; team and creature use long e.PREV
IEW



QUESTION 3 • SHORT ANSWER

How can context help you choose a pronunciation for a less familiar word?

Give one clear explanation.PREV
IEW



ANSWER 3

Context narrows the choice by showing which meaning and known word fit the 

sentence.

A strong response also mentions testing plausible sounds before checking.PREV
IEW



QUESTION 4 • MULTIPLE CHOICE

Which word uses ough as /oo/?

A. thought

B. rough

C. drought

D. throughPREV
IEW



ANSWER 4

D. through

In through, ough represents /oo/. The same letters represent different sounds in 

thought, rough and drought.PREV
IEW



QUESTION 5 • TRUE OR FALSE

Our represents the same sound in journey and court.

TRUE or FALSE?PREV
IEW



ANSWER 5

FALSE

Our represents /er/ in journey and /or/ in court. The whole word and its meaning 

confirm each choice.PREV
IEW



QUESTION 6 • SHORT ANSWER

Split nourishment into useful word parts.

Identify the base word and suffix.PREV
IEW



ANSWER 6

nourish + ment

Nourish is the base word. The suffix -ment forms a noun and helps preserve the 

known spelling.PREV
IEW



QUESTION 7 • MULTIPLE CHOICE

Choose the correctly spelled word to complete the sentence:

The school ___ rehearsed before assembly.

A. korus

B. chorus

C. chourus

D. shorusPREV
IEW



ANSWER 7

B. chorus

The spelling ch represents /k/ in this word. Context confirms that chorus means a 

group of singers.PREV
IEW



QUESTION 8 • TRUE OR FALSE

Ei always represents the long-a sound.

TRUE or FALSE?PREV
IEW



ANSWER 8

FALSE

Ei is long a in freight, long e in ceiling, and long i in height. Test the whole word and 

verify.PREV
IEW



QUESTION 9 • MULTIPLE CHOICE

Which word uses our as /uh/ and means “having many bright hues”?

A. court

B. journey

C. colourful

D. fourthPREV
IEW



ANSWER 9

C. colourful

Colourful contains our with /uh/. Its meaning and the base word colour confirm the 

choice.PREV
IEW



QUESTION 10 • SHORT ANSWER

Apply the four-step strategy to thorough.

Describe what you would notice, test, connect and verify.PREV
IEW



ANSWER 10

Notice ough. Test known ough sounds. Connect “a thorough check” to the meaning “careful and 

complete”. Choose /uh/ in thorough, then verify with a dictionary or audio guide.

PREV
IEW



Well Done!

PREV
IEW

https://sukindi.com.au/

