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Leila and the Blue Fox & Migrants

PREVIEW
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What will we learn?

• Identify symbols in written and visual stories.

• Explain possible meanings using context and evidence.

• Compare how books and films create mood.

• Create a symbolic scene, share feedback and refine it.

PREVIEW



Two texts, one big question

• Leila and the Blue Fox uses words, imagery and colour to build meaning.

• Migrants tells a visual story without dialogue.

• Both invite us to notice repeated details and changing relationships.

• Big question: How do images and symbols shape the stories we tell?

PREVIEW



Symbolism adds a second layer

• A symbol is a concrete detail that can suggest a larger idea.

• The object or image is the first layer; its possible meaning is the second.

• Context connects the two layers.

• Evidence keeps an interpretation grounded in the text.

PREVIEW



A symbol needs context

• An open door may suggest welcome, freedom or opportunity.

• A locked door may suggest secrecy, exclusion or a barrier.

• The surrounding action, setting and character response shape the meaning.

• A strong interpretation explains why this meaning fits here.

PREVIEW



Imagery helps us see, hear and feel

• Written imagery uses sensory details and precise language.

• Visual imagery uses colour, framing, light, texture and movement.

• Both forms help an audience imagine a scene and feel its mood.

• Ask: What can I see, hear, feel or picture?

PREVIEW



Track the clues around a symbol

• NOTICE the exact object, image, word or pattern.

• INFER a possible idea or feeling.

• TEST the idea against the wider scene.

• SUPPORT the interpretation with a specific clue.

PREVIEW



Written and visual texts build mood differently

• Writers shape mood through word choice, imagery, sentence rhythm and viewpoint.

• Illustrators shape mood through colour, scale, position and contrast.

• Filmmakers also use framing, movement, timing and sound.

• Every medium selects details to guide attention.

PREVIEW



Week 1: notice before interpreting

• First describe only what is present.

• List repeated details, contrasts and changes.

• Then ask what those choices might suggest.

• Return to the text or frame and cite the clue that supports you.

PREVIEW



Animals can carry ideas

• Stories may connect animals with familiar traits.

• Culture can shape those associations.

• Plot, setting and the animal's actions can change them.

• Avoid fixed meanings: explain the meaning that fits this story.

PREVIEW



The blue fox invites more than one reading

• It may suggest freedom, instinct, survival, transformation or identity.

• Its journey and changing surroundings help shape each reading.

• Choose the interpretation that best fits the evidence.

• Acknowledge another reading when the text supports it.

PREVIEW



Colour can shift meaning

• Warm and cool palettes can create different emotional effects.

• Light and dark values guide attention and mood.

• Strong contrast can signal conflict, change or importance.

• Repeated colours can connect scenes and ideas.

PREVIEW



Culture and context change colour associations

• White may suggest peace in one scene and isolation in another.

• Red may suggest danger, courage, celebration or anger.

• Blue may suggest calm, sadness, distance or reflection.

• Explain the scene evidence instead of treating colour meanings as universal.

PREVIEW



Connotation lives inside word choice

• Denotation is a word's literal meaning.

• Connotation is the feeling or association carried by that word.

• Curious and nosy describe similar behaviour but create different judgements.

• Authors choose words that reinforce tone and character.

PREVIEW



A single verb can change the mood

• moved — neutral and general

• crept — secretive, cautious or threatening

• bounded — energetic, eager or hopeful

• drifted — slow, distant or uncertain

• Compare the feeling created by each choice.

PREVIEW



Migrants tells a story without dialogue

• Observe posture, movement and distance between characters.

• Notice the setting and how it changes.

• Track colour, repeated images and important objects.

• Separate observation from interpretation before explaining meaning.

PREVIEW



Visual choices create an argument

• Framing controls what the viewer notices first.

• Sequence helps us connect cause, change and consequence.

• Contrast can highlight danger, difference or belonging.

• Repetition can make an image feel symbolic.

• Together, these choices guide emotion and interpretation.

PREVIEW



Compare symbols across the two texts

• Identify one related symbol, image or theme in each text.

• Gather specific evidence from both.

• Explain one similarity in meaning or effect.

• Explain one difference created by context or medium.

• Judge which choice communicates most powerfully.

PREVIEW



Plan a visual storyboard

• Give every frame one clear action.

• Repeat or transform a purposeful symbol.

• Add a visual clue that helps the audience infer meaning.

• Control mood through setting, colour and framing.

• Make the sequence show change.

PREVIEW



Build a symbolic narrative

• Give the character a clear want, worry or decision.

• Let the setting create pressure or possibility.

• Introduce a symbol that gathers meaning through repetition.

• Change the symbol, character or relationship.

• Return to the central idea in the ending.

PREVIEW



Use imagery, metaphor and connotation together

• Imagery helps the audience experience the scene.

• Metaphor connects one idea to another.

• Connotation tunes the emotional effect of each word.

• Choose one central idea, then make every language choice reinforce it.

PREVIEW



Peer feedback should name impact

• TELL something strong and explain its effect.

• ASK a thoughtful question about meaning or clarity.

• GIVE one specific, useful suggestion.

• TWEAK one sentence or visual choice together.

• Keep feedback focused on the audience's experience.

PREVIEW



Edit for clarity and purpose

• Replace vague words with precise ones.

• Remove symbols that do not support the central idea.

• Check that every interpretation has evidence.

• Consider an alternative reading.

• Sequence ideas so the explanation is easy to follow.

PREVIEW



Assessment: interpret, create and explain

• Read The Lantern at Low Tide closely.

• Interpret the lantern, blue flame and shell trail using evidence.

• Analyse imagery, mood and connotation.

• Create a continuation with a purposeful recurring symbol.

• Explain how your choices communicate an idea.

PREVIEW



Reflect on how symbols shape stories

• Which symbol changed or deepened your understanding?

• How did the medium shape your emotional response?

• What theme became clearer through repeated details?

• Which alternative interpretation is also possible?

• What will you do more deliberately next time?

PREVIEW



Well Done!

PREVIEW

https://sukindi.com.au/


Symbolism, Imagery & Connotation 
Quiz

PREVIEW

https://sukindi.com.au/


Question 1

MULTIPLE CHOICE

Which statement best defines symbolism?

A. A decoration with no connection to meaning

B. A concrete detail that can suggest a larger idea

C. A list of facts about a setting

D. A sound effect in a film

PREVIEW



Answer 1

B. A concrete detail that can suggest a larger idea.

A symbol gains meaning through its context and the evidence around it.

PREVIEW



Question 2

TRUE OR FALSE

A symbol always has one fixed meaning.

PREVIEW



Answer 2

FALSE

The same symbol can carry different meanings when culture, context, plot or character 

response changes.

PREVIEW



Question 3

SHORT ANSWER

Why does context matter when we interpret a symbol?

PREVIEW



Answer 3

Sample answer:

Context shows how the symbol is used in this scene. The setting, action and character response 

help us choose a meaning that fits the evidence.

PREVIEW



Question 4

MULTIPLE CHOICE

What does imagery mainly do?

A. Gives only a definition

B. Lists events in date order

C. Appeals to the senses and imagination

D. Removes mood from a scene

PREVIEW



Answer 4

C. Appeals to the senses and imagination.

Imagery helps an audience picture, hear or feel the scene and its mood.

PREVIEW



Question 5

MULTIPLE CHOICE

In the phrase “a flame glimmered through the mist”, what does glimmered suggest?

A. A small, fragile hope

B. A loud celebration

C. A completely certain outcome

D. A heavy object

PREVIEW



Answer 5

A. A small, fragile hope.

Glimmered suggests a faint light that is present but not yet strong or secure.

PREVIEW



Question 6

TRUE OR FALSE

Colour, movement, setting and framing can communicate meaning without dialogue.

PREVIEW



Answer 6

TRUE

Visual choices can guide attention, mood and interpretation even when no words are spoken.

PREVIEW



Question 7

SHORT ANSWER

Name one animal, give a possible symbolic meaning, and identify one context clue that could 

support it.

PREVIEW



Answer 7

Sample answer:

An owl may symbolise wisdom when it waits beside an open book. The book is the context clue 

that supports the interpretation.

PREVIEW



Question 8

MULTIPLE CHOICE

Which detail is most likely to work as a symbol?

A. A random typo

B. An unrelated page number

C. A fact with no story context

D. A repeated concrete detail that suggests a larger idea

PREVIEW



Answer 8

D. A repeated concrete detail that suggests a larger idea.

Repetition and context help a detail gather symbolic meaning.

PREVIEW



Question 9

SHORT ANSWER

Give one way a book and a film can build imagery differently.

PREVIEW



Answer 9

Sample answer:

A book can build imagery through precise sensory words, while a film can use colour, framing, 

movement and sound to create the scene.

PREVIEW



Question 10

MULTIPLE CHOICE

Which response is the strongest analysis?

A. It is blue.

B. I like the symbol.

C. The detail suggests an idea, and the response explains why using evidence.

D. Symbols always mean the same thing.

PREVIEW



Answer 10

C. The detail suggests an idea, and the response explains why using evidence.

Strong analysis connects the chosen detail, its likely meaning and a supporting clue.

PREVIEW



Well Done!

PREVIEW
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