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> Symbolism:*

Clues to Deeper Meaning

o o

FOX - in@change
RO@%ney or growth

Q%}M => conflict or fear

BLUE =>» calm, sadness or isolation

LIGHT

> hope or truth




Roll, move, draw a card and explain the symbol's
possible meaning in its scene. Earn one token for a
clear clue + meaning + evidence response.

¥ DRAW A CLUE EXPI.Al CHALLENGE

6

CHALLENGE CONNECT DRAW A CLUE

9

DRAW A CLUE

12

CONNECT CHALLENGE

[15) 14) ®

CONNECT EXPLAIN DRAW A CLUE

16)
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i A locked gate One candle stays lit :
i IIII! !llll # blocks the only road. during a storm. :
i A9EE BB What might it symbolise? What might it symbolise? i
i =% Which clue supports you? Which clue supports you? | :
{ y |
__________________________________________ } ——
A feather rests on N \Wacked mirror '

an empty chair. retlects two faces. i

What might it symbolise? What might it symbolise? §

Which clue supports you? Which clue supports you? | |

!
_______________________________________________________________________ _d
\ |

Footprints stop E

at the river. |

It might it symbolise? What might it symbolise? i

) clue supports you? Which clue supports you? | |
""""""""""""""""""""""""
A red scarf hangs | A bridge disappears

from a bare tree. | into fog. |

What might it symbolise? i What might it symbolise? i

Which clue supports you? E Which clue supports you? i

! |

) 4

——————————



A compass spins but
never settles.

What might it symbolise?

N Which clue supports you?

A blue door stands
alone in snow.

What might it symbolise?
~ Which clue supports you?

What might it symbolise?
! Which clue supports you?

A bell rings in an
empty town.

What might it symbolise?
e Y Which clue supports you?

A bird flies from an
open cage.

What might it symbolise?
Which clue supports you?

vegpkey is passed
o a child.

hat might it symbolise?
Which clue supports you?

A paper boat crosses
dark water.
What might it symbolise?
Which clue supports you?

A warm window glows
across the valley.

What might it symbolise?
Which clue supports you?

____________________________________________________________________________________

——————————



&= Mo o_d Shift Match ady

calm peaceful still lonely

"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""

empty bleak hopeful

"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""

glowing ur

===l
braveQ | '

daring | reckless | cautious

"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""

watchful timid warm | welcoming
safe cold icy hostile
___________ Y B Y P ¥
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Mood Shift Match

)

)
2]

Sort the word cards by connotation. Choose two cards and

explain how context could shift their effect.




Name:

Symbol Spotters - Years 3-4

SYMBOL

WHAT COULD IT MEAN? WHAT CLUE SUPPORTS YOUR IDEA?

A

locked gate
d‘h

F\\

broken bridge

seedling

o

footprints

ro

[7&

Create your own symbol and explain its meaning.

(

=
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Symbol Spotters - Years 3-4

ANSWERS
SYMBOL WHAT COULD IT MEAN? WHAT CLUE SUPPORTS YOUR IDEA?
locked gate
AR .
211 IR barrier, secrecy the locked gate
2 or exclusion blocks the only road
broken bridge
lost connection t ing bridge span
or obstacle prevents crossing
== \
seedling
, hopge new life appears
@ al despite hard conditions
footprints
7o . .
3 journey, presence the trail shows
7 or memory someone has passed

Create your own symbol and explain its meaning.

N

A compass may represent direction or choice.
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Name:

Symbol Spotters - Years 5-6

Read each mini-scene below. Then complete the four prompts to explore the symbol and its meanings.

A

At dawn, a single lamp still glowed in the empty station.

1. | IDENTIFY THE SYMBOL

2. | EXPLAIN A LIKELY MEANING

3. | CITE ONE CLUE

4. | GIVE ONE ALTERNATIVE
INTERPRETATION

Mara folded the torn map but kept walkirfno

1. | IDENTIFY THE SYMBOL

2. | EXPLAIN A LIKELY MEANING

3. | CITE ONE CLUE

4. | GIVE ONE ALTER
INTERPRETATION

A green shoot pushed through the cracked concrete.

1. | IDENTIFY THE SYMBOL

2. | EXPLAIN A LIKELY MEANING

3. | CITE ONE CLUE

4. | GIVE ONE ALTERNATIVE
INTERPRETATION

——————————



Symbol Spotters - Years 5-6
Name: ANSWERS

Read each mini-scene below. Then complete the four prompts to explore the symbol and its meanings.

~

A At dawn, a single lamp still glowed in the empty station.

7

1. | IDENTIFY THE SYMBOL lamp

2. | EXPLAIN A LIKELY MEANING | hope or persistence

3. | CITE ONE CLUE "still glowed" in the empty sta
4. | GIVE ONE ALTERNATIVE memory or guidanc
INTERPRETATION

B Mara folded the torn map but kept walking@orth.

1. | IDENTIFY THE SYMBOL

2. | EXPLAIN A LIKELY MEAN erta®y plus determination

3. | CITE ONE CLU ept walking"

4. | GIVE ONE ALTERNATIV

leaving an old plan behind
INTERPRETATION

C A green shoot pushed through the cracked concrete.

1. | IDENTIFY THE SYMBOL green shoot

2. | EXPLAIN A LIKELY MEANING | resilience or new beginnings

3. | CITE ONE CLUE growth through cracked concrete

4. | GIVE ONE ALTERNATIVE nature overcoming human barriers
INTERPRETATION

Alternative readings may vary when supported.
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Name:

Creature Clues - Years 3-4

Match each creature with the meaning it can symbolise.

CREATURE

lion
h,
OOO
"“‘ owl
N\
butterfly
AOD
%-' turtle

<

A\

MEANING
® courage
® isd
change
e patience
e mystery
e Joyalty

Choose one animal and write two sentences using it as a symbol.

1.
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Creature Clues - Years 3-4
ANSWERS

Match each creature with the meaning it can symbolise.

CREATURE MEANING
lion e courage
owl o isd

butterfly change

%@’a turtle e patience
SN =o)
AN

rave @ e mystery

e Joyalty

Choose one animal and write two sentences using it as a symbol.

1. _The butterfly rose from the empty aarden. sugaesting that change was beainnina.
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‘ Creature Clues - Years 5-6
al

Name:

e

—

POSSIBLE MEANING EVIDENCE OR CONTEXT

THE SYMBOL

HOW CONTEXT CHANGES

BLUE FOX $
POLAR BEARS \Q
IN MIGRANTS

AN ANIMAL
FROM ANOTHER
TEXT

Why can the same animal carry different meanings in different stories?
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‘ Creature Clues - Years 5-6
al

ANSWERS S e
HOW CONTEXT CHANGES
POSSIBLE MEANING EVIDENCE OR CONTEXT ey

BLUE FOX

instinct, freedom,

journey, setting

may guide, adapt

survival or . :
; and change r remain elusive
transformation
displaced people, roljo vy danger, exclusion
POLAR BEARS vulnerability, dt A and belonging
INMIGRANTS persistence or, o reshape the
: y others
surviv symbol
AN ANIMAL cite tl.1e animal’s compare culture,
FROM ANOTHER werswvary actions and plot and
TEXT setting character change

Why can the same animal carry different meanings in different stories?

Context, culture and plot shape meaning.
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Colour Carries Meaning - Years 3-4

00O
o /
o
Name: ,'/

WHERE HAVE YOU

POSSIBLE FEELING POSSIBLE IDEA SEEN IT USED?

RED

ORANGE

Q WORD BANK:

h

anger, courage, calm, sadness, peace, isolation, warmth, hope

Draw a four-colour palette for a hopeful but uncertain scene.

& N a 3 4 ) 4 i
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Colour Carries Meaning - Years 3-4

ANSWERS

WHERE HAVE YOU
POSSIBLE FEELING POSSIBLE IDEA SEEN IT USED?
RED danger courage b an il
heroic scene
uiet ocean or
BLUE calm sadnes .
onely setting
WHITE eace No dave or empty
P snowfield
sunrise or
ORANGE hope B
glowing fire
Q WORD BANK:§langer, courage, calm, sadness, peace, isolation, warmth, hope
& Meanings depend on context.

Draw a four-colour palette for a hopeful but uncertain scene.

a N L % ™
warm yellow misty blue soft orange deep grey
. 9 / N W . S P
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Colour Carries Meaning - Years 5-6

_ o)
Name: Oo
DOMINANT COLOUR CONTEXT MOOD OR IDEA EVIDENCE
LEILA AND
THE BLUE FOX

ANOTHER
TEXT

How could culture one colour's meaning? @

Which interpretation is strongest, and why? = @
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Colour Carries Meaning - Years 5-6

0©
o
ANSWERS 05
DOMINANT COLOUR CONTEXT MOOD OR IDEA EVIDENCE
LEILA AND identify a note the link colour to i & daa
THE BLUE FOX visible colour scene mood s
identify a note the ink € cite a frame
L visible colour action idea detail
i . quote or
ANT%TXTR answers vary ribe tthe explfz;ln :he doseriiis
" e evidence

How could culture one colour's meaning?

Cultural associations cdn shift a colour's meaning.

Which interpretation is strongest, and why?

Blue may suggest calm in one scene and isolation in another because the

surrounding action changes its effect.
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Word Power: Connotation - Years 3-4

Name:

Sort each word into POSITIVE, NEGATIVE or NEUTRAL.

3 :
WORD BANK
curious nosy confident bossy
slim skinny determined stubborn
youthful childish cautious fearful
\_ J
POSITIVE NEGATIVE UTRAL

Choose one pair and explain how the feeling changes.

N 7/
I@\
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Word Power: Connotation - Years 3-4

ANSWERS

Sort each word into POSITIVE, NEGATIVE or NEUTRAL.

-

WORD BANK ]
curious confident bossy
slim determined stubborn
youthful cautious fearful
. J
POSITIVE NEGATIVE UTRAL
curious nosy
confident bo
slim skin
determined S
youthful childish
cautious arful

Choose one pair and explain how the feeling changes.

Curious suggests Iinterest; NOSy suggests Intrusion.

Some words can shift with context.

A 7/
/@\
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Name:

Word Power: Connotation - Years 5-6

Re)

Rewrite each neutral sentence twice: once hopeful and once threatening. Underline
loaded words and explain one connotation choice.

1. The animal crossed the snow.

HOPEFUL rewrite:

THREATENING rewrite:

2. She looked at the light.

HOPEFUL rewrite:

EXPLANATION (one connotation choice): : X‘

\‘/
/I\

THREATENING rewrite:

EXPLANATION (o

otation choice):

3. The group entered the valley.

HOPEFUL rewrite:

THREATENING rewrite:

EXPLANATION (one connotation choice):
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Word Power: Connotation - Years 5-6

ANSWERS )

Rewrite each neutral sentence twice: once hopeful and once threatening. Underline
loaded words and explain one connotation choice.

1. The animal crossed the snow. A
HOPEFUL rewrite: The fox bounded across the sparkling snow.

THREATENING rewrite: The creature crept across the lifeless snow.

EXPLANATION (one connotation choice): Bounded an j ergetic and hopeful.

2. She looked at the light.
HOPEFUL rewrite: She gazed towarg

N,
/I\

THREATENING rewrite:

EXPLANATION (one c®ggotation choice): Warm suggests comfort; warning suggests danger.

3. The group entered the valley. ﬁﬁ

HOPEFUL rewrite: The travellers stepped into the welcoming valley.

A

THREATENING rewrite: The strangers descended into the shadowed valley.

EXPLANATION (one connotation choice): Welcoming invites; shadowed creates unease.

aaaaaaaaaa



Name:

Picture This: Imagery and Visual Storytelling

Compare how different texts use imagery and visual storytelling to communicate ideas.

Complete the table below.

.

A

/-\
T
%\‘:

WHAT IS SHOWN
OR TOLD?

SENSORY OR
VISUAL DETAIL

0 WHAT IT
SUGGESTS

LEILA AND
THE BLUE FOX

ANOTHER TEXT

4\

Which medium made the idea more powerful? Use evidence.
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Name:

Picture This: Six-Frame Storyboard Y.

Plan a new symbolic scene. Make the meaning understandable without explaining it inside the picture.

s N\
- 7 \u J
VISUAL CLUE: VISUAL CLUE:
INTENDED MEANING: INTENDE ANINGE
2 N i B
\_ 2 N W,
VISUAL CLUE: VISUAL CLUE:

INTENDED MEANING:

INTENDED MEANING:

s

B Y <2

.

J \ J
VISUAL CLUE: VISUAL CLUE:

INTENDED MEANING:

INTENDED MEANING:
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Strong but Silent: Migrants Film Analysis

Name:

\“‘\‘
77777

— (0%

Oo°

WHAT DO YOU SEE? WHAT DO YOU FEEL?

WHAT MIGHT IT SYMBOLISE?

ANIMALS
CROSSING A
FROZEN
LANDSCAPE

THE SUITCASE

Q

%

MELTING ICE

&

MEETING A
NEW GROUP

..’
é%} Observe first. Interpret second. Support every idea with a visual clue. f
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Strong but Silent: Analytical Response Planner

o Name: P '
— \\ a
How does Migrants use visual symbolism to ?
communicate displacement, belonging or survival?
1. CLAIM
2. EVIDENCE 1

3. EXPLANATION 1

4. EVIDENCE 2

5. EXPLANATION 2

6. CONCLUSION

——————————



Creating Clarity

Name:

@ SYMBOL & PURPOSE

[ ] every symbol has a purpose
[ ] context makes meaning clear

[ ] interpretation is supported

&4 IMAGERY & MOOD

[ ] sensory or visual details build mood

|:] strongest details are specific
[ ] imagery matches the intende R

[] loaded word

[] toneisc
[] va s Mg replaced

Q VIDENCE

[ ] evidence is accurate
[ ] explanation links evidence to meaning

[ ] alternative readings are considered

§:>’ ORGANISATION
—>

[ ] ideas are sequenced
[ ] paragraphs have clear focus

[ ] ending returns to the central idea
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TAG & Tweak: Peer Feedbhack

Name:

@ TELL — something strong

@ ASK — a thoughtful question

4\

@ GIVE — one useful suggesti@

sentence together

(5) MY NEXT STEP

Ry

——————————



Glow & Grow

One idea I understand more deeply...

One symbolic or language choice thaigho

One questig

\
%

One change I will make next time...

Share one glow and one grow with a partner.
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The Lantern at Low Tide - Symbolism Assessment

Name:

By dusk, the tide had pulled far from the harbour wall. Nia found a
small brass lantern beside an abandoned boat. Its glass was clouded,
yet one blue flame flickered inside. Across the mudflats, a trail of
white shells curved towards the dark headland. Nia could hear the
wind pressing at the empty ropes. She lifted the lantern. The flame
steadied. Behind her, the town lights disappeared in the mist, but
the shells shone more clearly with every step.

1. Identify two symbols.

2. What might the blue flame suggest? Use \\

3. How do the light, mist and e ropegfhape mood?

4. Choose one and explain its connotation.

5. What theme might the passage develop?

6. Give one alternative interpretation.

@
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ANSWERS

By dusk, the tide had pulled far from the harbour wall. Nia found a
small brass lantern beside an abandoned boat. Its glass was clouded,

yet one blue flame flickered inside. Across the mudflats, a trail of

white shells curved towards the dark headland. Nia could hear the
wind pressing at the empty ropes. She lifted the lantern. The flame
steadied. Behind her, the town lights disappeared in the mist, but
the shells shone more clearly with every step.

—
.

Identify two symbols.

lantern/light; trail of white shells

What might the blue flame suggest? Use §ide

fragile but persistent hope, gui isqation; the flame flickers, then steadies

How do the light, mi
The light offers ho

m shape mood?

and empty ropes create uncertainty and loneliness.

Choose one and explain its connotation.

"flickered" suggests fragility or instability.

What theme might the passage develop?

Courage through uncertainty.

Give one alternative interpretation.
The shell trail may be an invitation, a memory or a warning; alternatives are accepted

with evidence.

W
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The Lantern at Low Tide - Creative Response

Name:

Continue the scene as a paragraph or six-frame storyboard. Use one recurring symbol,
purposeful colour or setting imagery, and deliberate connotation.

i SYMBOL & MEANING

(f_\_) INTENDED MOOD
THREE SENSORY DETAILS

4
@ KEY WORDS

0 RESPONSE PLAN

%

i\

& IV NTI TION - PARAGRAPH

aaaaaaaa



The Lantern at Low Tide - Creative Response

ANSWERS

Continue the scene as a paragraph or six-frame storyboard. Use one recurring symbol,
purposeful colour or setting imagery, and deliberate connotation.

SYMBOL & MEANING

white shell — belonging or guidance

INTENDED MOOD

cautious hope

THREE SENSORY DETAILS

D (0] €

salt air; wet sand; dim horizon

KEY WORDS

glimmered, hushed, steady

| ©

RESPONSE PLAN

=

Nia follows the shell trail an teps behind her.

/ S\ -0\ ]

DNYATION - PARAGRAPH

Nia placed one she E lantern. Its pale edge glimmered through the

mist, and tj teady as footsteps sounded behind her.
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- Explain possible me
- Compare hg

ock and refine it.









r opportunity.

r o barrier.



Ise language.

g, light, teX®re and movement.

scene and feel its mood.






ery, sentence rhythm and viewpoint.

osition and contrast.



- List repeated details!

- Then ask wha









Colour can shift meg

otional effects.
d.

| t

- Warm and cool palette

lon and



or anger.

ce or reflection.



Connotation lives inside

- Denotation is a word's lj meanings
jation ca by that word.

viour but create different judgements.



A single verb can chang

- moved — neutral and gen

- crept — secretive, co s or thrgatenin






Visual choices create an

- Framing controls what the

- Sequence helps us ¢ ct cause, chang onsequence.

- Contrast can highligh ydifference or belonging.



eme



Plan a visual storyhgtrc



- Give the character a clear
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N\

Question |

MULTIPLE CHOICE

Which statement best def]

larger idea



B. A concrete detail th suggest a larg

A symbol gg ext and the evidence around it.



Question 2 \
TRUE OR FALSE d

A symbol

7+



N\

Answer 2

FALSE

The same symé erent me@nings when culture, context, plot or character

responsg



N\

Question 3

SHORT ANSWER Q

Why oloes [ter nwei ret a symbol?
% ’




Sample answer:

his scene. The setting, action and character response

evidence.



N\

Question Y
\ ¢

MULTIPLE CHOICE

What does imagery main

gination



C. Appeals to the sens

Imagery h or feel the scene and its mood.



N\

MULTIPLE CHOICE

In the phrase “a flame gli t”, what does glimmered suggest?



N\

Answer 5

\
A. A small, fragile hope Q

Glimmere o@ faintgmiht thaigresent but not yet strong or secure.




N\

Question 6

TRUE OR FALSE Q

Colour, mQ INg frami n communicate meaning without dialogue.




Answer 6

N

S Ce at@mtion, and interpretation even when no words are spoken.

TRUE

Visual choig



N\

Question 7

SHORT ANSWER Q
/e O '

Name one anj le symbgaic meaning, and identify one context clue that could

SUppoO



Sample answer:

its beside an open book. The book is the context clue



N\

Question 8

MULTIPLE CHOICE
Which detail is most likel

A. A rondom



D. A repeated concret

Repetition g



N\

Question 9

SHORT ANSWER Q

Give one W nd can iImagery differently.




N\

Answer 9

Sample answer:

sensory words, while a film can use colour, framing,



N\

Question 10
\ ¢

MULTIPLE CHOICE

Which response is the str St analysisy
A. It is blue.
B. I like t4
aideq, dhd the response explains why using evidence.

Jys mean the same thing.



N\

Answer |0

C. The detail suggests ea, and the resp plains why using evidence.

Strong ang I, its likely meaning and a supporting clue.
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