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Our learning focus

We are learning to explore less-common plurals, notice how word 

endings change, and use word origins to spell unfamiliar forms.

Success:

• identify a family

• form the plural

• justify a choice in context
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When is a plural irregular?

A plural is irregular when it does not simply add -s or -es.

Some plurals:

• change inside

• change completely

• stay the same

• keep an older borrowed ending

PREVIEW



Regular first, exception second
Regular patterns:

• book → books

• box → boxes

• city → cities

Irregular patterns:

• child → children

• mouse → mice

• analysis → analyses
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A four-step plural check

1. Find the base noun.

2. Read the context.

3. Notice its family or origin.

4. Confirm uncertain forms in a dictionary.
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Complete-change plurals

person → people

child → children

man → men

woman → women

ox → oxen
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Internal vowel changes

mouse → mice

louse → lice

goose → geese

tooth → teeth

foot → feet
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Some forms stay the same

one sheep → many sheep

one deer → several deer

one species → many species

one aircraft → three aircraft

one salmon → six salmon
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Borrowed endings carry history

Some Greek- and Latin-derived nouns keep a learned plural.

Modern English may also accept a regular form for some words.

Meaning, subject and style can guide the choice.
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-is often becomes -es

analysis → analyses

diagnosis → diagnoses

crisis → crises

Notice: the final -is changes to -es.
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-on and -um can become -a

criterion → criteria

phenomenon → phenomena

medium → media

These learned plurals keep an older ending pattern.
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-a can become -ae

larva → larvae

vertebra → vertebrae

formula → formulae

Formulas is also standard in modern English.
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Some -us words use -i

cactus → cacti

fungus → fungi

Cactuses and funguses can also be standard in general contexts.

Check the subject and style.

PREVIEW



-ex and -ix have choices

index → indexes or indices

appendix → appendixes or appendices

Context and subject conventions matter.

Use a dictionary or style guide when unsure.
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Context selects the best form

fish — several individual fish

fishes — different species

people — everyday use

persons — formal wording

Choose the form that makes the meaning clearest.
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Try three in context

Complete each sentence aloud. Then name the family.

1. We compared two ______. (analysis)

2. Five ______ crossed the field. (sheep)

3. The judges used three ______. (criterion)
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Edit the evidence

Correct each museum label.

• Three childs entered the hall.

• The display includes ancient tooths.

• We compared two analysises.

• Judges used four criterions.
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Build a memory hook

• Group words by family.

• Say the singular and plural aloud.

• Notice the changed letters.

• Connect the word to a related term or origin.

• Check uncertain forms.
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Exit check

1. Give the plural of phenomenon.

2. Name one same-form plural.

3. Explain why a dictionary can help with index.
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Well Done!
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Irregular Plurals Quiz
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Question 1 — Multiple choice

Which is the plural of child?

A. childs

B. childes

C. children

D. child
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Answer 1

C. children

The word changes completely.
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Question 2 — True or false

Sheep can be both singular and plural.

True or false?
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Answer 2

True.

Sheep is a same-form plural.
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Question 3 — Short answer

Complete the sentence.

one analysis, several ______
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Answer 3

analyses

The ending changes from -is to -es.
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Question 4 — Multiple choice

Which sentence is correct?

A. Two criterion were used.

B. Two criteria were used.

C. Two criterions was used.

D. Two criterias were used.
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Answer 4

B. Two criteria were used.

Criterion becomes criteria, and the plural verb is were.
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Question 5 — True or false

The plural of criterion is criterions.

True or false?
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Answer 5

False.

The learned plural is criteria.
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Question 6 — Multiple choice

Which noun usually stays the same in the plural?

A. mouse

B. tooth

C. aircraft

D. person
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Answer 6

C. aircraft

One aircraft; three aircraft.
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Question 7 — Short answer

Complete the phrase.

one tooth, three ______
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Answer 7

teeth

The internal vowel changes.
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Question 8 — Multiple choice

Which sentence best uses fishes?

A. We caught three fishes.

B. The reef supports many fishes from different species.

C. One fishes swam away.

D. I ate two fishes for lunch.
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Answer 8

B. The reef supports many fishes from different species.

Fishes can emphasise different species.
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Question 9 — True or false

Some borrowed nouns keep older Greek or Latin ending changes.

True or false?
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Answer 9

True.

Examples include analysis → analyses and phenomenon →

phenomena.
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Question 10 — Short answer

Correct this phrase.

two person
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Answer 10

two people

Person usually becomes people in everyday English.
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Well Done!
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