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Introduction to 
Subtraction

Year 1 Mathematics
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Our Learning Goal

Explain subtraction as taking away, use a strategy to subtract 

within 20, and show thinking with pictures, models and number 

sentences.
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Subtraction Means Take Away

Start with a group.

Take some away.

Count how many remain.

8 − 3 = 5

8 − 3 = 5
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Read a Subtraction Number 
Sentence

8 is the starting amount.

The minus sign means take 

away.

3 is the amount taken away.

5 is the difference.

8

start

−

take away

3

removed

= 5

difference
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Strategy 1: Act It Out

Build 10 counters.

Move 4 away.

Count the 6 that remain.

10 − 4 = 6

10 − 4 = 6
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Strategy 2: Draw and Cross Out

Draw 9 stars.

Cross out 2.

Count the 7 stars left.

9 − 2 = 7
9 − 2 = 7
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Strategy 3: Use the Parts

Whole: 9

Parts: 4 and 5

If 9 is the whole and 4 is taken 

away, 5 remains.

9

4 5

whole

partsPREVIEW



Strategy 4: Count Back

For 13 − 5, start at 13 and make 

five backward jumps:

12, 11, 10, 9, 8.
7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

13  → 12  → 11  → 10  → 9  → 8

five jumps back
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Addition Can Check Subtraction

If 6 + 4 = 10, then:

10 − 4 = 6

10 − 6 = 4

10

6 4

6 + 4 = 10
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Choose a Strategy
Objects

Draw and cross out

Use the parts

Count back

Use an addition fact

Which strategy feels clearest for 12 − 

3?

Objects Draw

Parts Count back

Addition fact
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Solve a Story in Four Steps

1  Read and find the starting 

amount.

2  Find what is taken away.

3  Show the problem.

4  Solve and check.

1  Read

2  Find

3  Show

4  Solve + check
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Class Shop Story
Noah has $10. He spends $3 on a 

notebook. How much money 

remains?

10 − 3 = 7

$7 remains.

$10 whole

$3 spent $7 left

10 − 3 = 7
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Guided Practice

Solve and explain:

7 − 2

15 − 4

11 − 6

Use a different strategy for each one.

7 − 2

15 − 4

11 − 6
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Remember

Subtraction means taking away or finding a missing part.

Show the problem. Choose a strategy. Check that the answer 

makes sense.
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Well Done!
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Subtraction Quiz
Year 1 Mathematics
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Question 1

What is 9 − 3?

A  5     B  6     C  7     D  12
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Answer 1

Correct answer: B —6
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Question 2

True or false?

Subtraction can tell how many are left after some are taken 

away.PREVIEW



Answer 2

True
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Question 3

Find 8 − 5.
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Answer 3

3
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Question 4

There are 10 apples. Four are eaten. How many remain?

A  4     B  5     C  6     D  14
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Answer 4

Correct answer: C —6
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Question 5

True or false?

7 − 2 = 6
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Answer 5

False

7 − 2 = 5
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Question 6

Start at 14 and count back 4.

Where do you land?
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Answer 6

10
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Question 7

Find the missing part:

12 − ? = 7

A  3     B  4     C  5     D  6PREVIEW



Answer 7

Correct answer: C —5
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Question 8

True or false?

The facts 6 + 3 = 9 and 9 − 3 = 6 belong to the same fact 

family.PREVIEW



Answer 8

True
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Question 9

Lina has $10 and spends $4.

How much remains?
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Answer 9

$6
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Question 10

Thirteen birds sit on a fence. Five fly away. Which number sentence solves the 

story?

A  13 + 5 = 18

B  13 − 5 = 8

C  8 − 5 = 3

D  13 − 8 = 5PREVIEW



Answer 10

Correct answer: B

13 − 5 = 8
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Well Done!

PREVIEW

https://sukindi.com.au/

