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Learning goal

We are learning to:

• explain subtraction as taking away

• read a subtraction sentence

• choose a strategy and check our answer
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What is subtraction?

Subtraction means taking some away from a starting amount.

Then we find how many remain.

The group gets smaller.
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Read a subtraction sentence

8 − 3 = 5

Start with 8.

Take away 3.

5 remain.

We read it as: eight minus three equals five.PREVIEW



Subtraction words

Listen for these clues:

subtract  •  minus  •  take away

fewer  •  difference  •  how many remain

Each clue can tell us that a group is getting smaller.
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Choose a strategy

You can use:

• objects

• a drawing

• count back

• a number line

• a known fact

• think addition
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Strategy 1 · Use objects

1. Make the starting amount.

2. Remove the amount being taken away.

3. Count what remains.

Keep the objects organised so they are easy to count.
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Use objects · Worked example

9 − 4 = 5

Make 9 counters.

Take away 4 counters.

Count the 5 counters that remain.

Check: 5 is smaller than 9.PREVIEW



Your turn · Use objects

Solve 8 − 3.

Make 8 objects.

Take away 3.

Count what remains.

What is your answer?PREVIEW



Answer

8 − 3 = 5

Start with 8.

Take away 3.

5 remain.

PREVIEW



Strategy 2 · Draw and cross out

1. Draw the starting amount.

2. Cross out the amount being taken away.

3. Count the pictures that are not crossed out.

4. Write the subtraction sentence.
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Draw it · Worked example

12 − 5 = 7

Draw 12 simple marks.

Cross out 5 marks.

Count the 7 marks that remain.

Check: 7 + 5 = 12.PREVIEW



Your turn · Draw it

Solve 10 − 6.

Draw 10 quick marks.

Cross out 6.

How many remain?
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Answer

10 − 6 = 4

10 was the starting amount.

6 were taken away.

4 remain.
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Strategy 3 · Count back

Say the starting number.

Count back once for each one being taken away.

The number you land on is the answer.

Do not count the starting number as a jump.PREVIEW



Count back · Worked example

11 − 3 = 8

Start at 11.

Count back three numbers:

10, 9, 8.

You land on 8.PREVIEW



Your turn · Count back

Solve 9 − 4.

Start at 9.

Count back four numbers.

Where do you land?
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Answer

9 − 4 = 5

Count back: 8, 7, 6, 5.

You land on 5.
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Strategy 4 · Number-line jumps

1. Find the starting number.

2. Jump left because the amount gets smaller.

3. Make one jump for each one taken away.

4. Read the number where you land.
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Number line · Worked example

14 − 6 = 8

Start at 14.

Jump left 6 spaces.

Land on 8.

Check: 8 + 6 = 14.PREVIEW



Your turn · Number line

Solve 13 − 5.

Start at 13.

Jump left 5 spaces.

Where do you land?
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Answer

13 − 5 = 8

Start at 13.

Jump left 5 spaces.

Land on 8.
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Strategy 5 · Use a fact family

Addition and subtraction are connected.

If 7 + 3 = 10, then:

10 − 7 = 3

and 10 − 3 = 7.

An addition fact can unlock a subtraction fact.PREVIEW



Known doubles fact

5 + 5 = 10

So:

10 − 5 = 5

When both addends are the same, a doubles fact can help us 

subtract.PREVIEW



Rainbow-to-ten fact

7 + 3 = 10

So:

10 − 7 = 3

10 − 3 = 7

Think: What partner joins the smaller number to make 10?PREVIEW



Mixed practice

Choose a helpful strategy for each fact.

1. 7 − 2 = ____

2. 10 − 4 = ____

3. 12 − 6 = ____

4. 15 − 7 = ____
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Mixed-practice answers

1. 7 − 2 = 5

2. 10 − 4 = 6

3. 12 − 6 = 6

4. 15 − 7 = 8

Can you explain which strategy you chose for one fact?
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Story problem

Fifteen birds sat in a tree. Six flew away.

How many birds remained?

Think: What is the starting amount? What is taken away?

15 − 6 = 9

9 birds remained.PREVIEW



Well Done!
Keep choosing a 

strategy.

PREVIEW

https://sukindi.com.au/


Introduction to
Subtraction Quiz

PREVIEW

https://sukindi.com.au/


Question 1 · Multiple choice

What does subtraction mean?

A. Put more together

B. Take some away

C. Make two equal groups

D. Count every object twice
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Question 1 · Answer

B. Take some away

Subtraction starts with an amount, takes some away and finds how 

many remain.
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Question 2 · True or false

8 − 3 = 5

True or false?

Be ready to explain how you know.
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Question 2 · Answer

TRUE

8 − 3 = 5

Start with 8, take away 3, and 5 remain.
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Question 3 · Short answer

Solve:

9 − 4 = ____

You may use objects, a drawing, count back or a number line.
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Question 3 · Answer

9 − 4 = 5

Count back from 9: 8, 7, 6, 5.
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Question 4 · Multiple choice

There are 7 objects. 2 are taken away.

Which sentence matches?

A. 7 + 2 = 9

B. 7 − 2 = 5

C. 7 − 5 = 3

D. 2 + 5 = 8PREVIEW



Question 4 · Answer

B. 7 − 2 = 5

The starting amount is 7, 2 are taken away and 5 remain.
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Question 5 · True or false

10 − 6 = 5

True or false?

Check the answer with a strategy.
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Question 5 · Answer

FALSE

10 − 6 = 4

Four remain, not five.
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Question 6 · Count back

Solve by counting back:

12 − 5 = ____

Write the five numbers you say as you count back.
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Question 6 · Answer

12 − 5 = 7

Count back: 11, 10, 9, 8, 7.
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Question 7 · Multiple choice

Which addition fact helps solve 10 − 7?

A. 7 + 3 = 10

B. 7 + 7 = 14

C. 10 + 7 = 17

D. 3 + 3 = 6
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Question 7 · Answer

A. 7 + 3 = 10

Because 7 and 3 make 10, 10 − 7 = 3.

PREVIEW



Question 8 · Number line

Start at 14 and jump left 6 spaces.

14 − 6 = ____

Where do you land?
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Question 8 · Answer

14 − 6 = 8

Starting at 14, six leftward jumps land on 8.
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Question 9 · Story problem

Eleven birds sat on a fence. Four flew away.

Which equation solves the story?

A. 11 + 4 = 15

B. 11 − 4 = 7

C. 7 − 4 = 3

D. 4 + 4 = 8PREVIEW



Question 9 · Answer

B. 11 − 4 = 7

The story starts with 11 birds and takes 4 away, so 7 birds remain.
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Question 10 · Short-answer story

Fifteen balloons were ready for a party. Six popped.

How many balloons remained?

Write an equation and an answer sentence.
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Question 10 · Answer

15 − 6 = 9

9 balloons remained.

A useful strategy is to count back six from 15.
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Quick self-check

Name one subtraction strategy.

Explain when it helps you.

I can use ____________________ when 

________________________________.
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Well Done!
You completed the quiz.
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