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Inferring 
Character Traits
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Learning Goal

We are learning to infer character traits.

We can use clues to explain what a character is like.
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What Is A Character Trait?

A character trait tells what a character is like.

Traits can describe how a character acts, speaks, thinks or feels.
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Look For Actions

Actions are things a character does.

If a character helps a friend, we might infer that they are kind or 

helpful.
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Listen For Words

Words are things a character says.

If a character tells the truth, we might infer that they are honest.
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Notice Thoughts

Thoughts can show what a character cares about.

If a character thinks, I will keep trying, we might infer that they are 

determined.
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Notice Feelings

Feelings can give trait clues.

If a character feels happy for a friend, we might infer that they are 

supportive.
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Use What You Know

Readers use clues and what they know about people.

Clues plus what I know can help me infer.
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Explain The Inference

A helpful sentence frame is:

I think the character is ... because ...
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Try It Together

Nora found a bookmark and looked for the owner.

Then she helped a younger student find a book.

What trait can we infer?
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Independent Practice

Read or listen carefully.

Look for action, word, thought and feeling clues.

Infer a trait and tell why.
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Well Done!
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Inferring Character 
Traits Quiz
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Question 1

True or false: A character trait tells what a character is like.
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Answer 1

True. A trait tells what a character is like.
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Question 2

Which clue can help you infer a trait?

A. actions

B. words

C. thoughts

D. all of thesePR
EV
IEW



Answer 2

D. All of these can help us infer a trait.
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Question 3

Short answer: What sentence starter can help you explain a trait 

inference?
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Answer 3

A useful sentence starter is: I think ... because ...
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Question 4

Mia shared her crayons with a friend. What trait might fit?

A. kind

B. lazy

C. bossy

D. sleepyPR
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Answer 4

A. Kind.
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Question 5

True or false: We can infer a trait only from a character's clothes.
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Answer 5

False. We use actions, words, thoughts and feelings.
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Question 6

Leo said, I broke the cup. I am sorry. What trait might fit?

A. honest

B. noisy

C. unkind

D. sillyPR
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Answer 6

A. Honest.
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Question 7

Short answer: Name one clue type readers can use for character 

traits.
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Answer 7

Answers may include actions, words, thoughts or feelings.
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Question 8

Ari tried again after falling off the bike. What trait might fit?

A. determined

B. rude

C. lazy

D. bossyPR
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Answer 8

A. Determined.
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Question 9

True or false: A good inference should match the clues.
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Answer 9

True. A good inference fits the clues.
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Question 10

Ruby felt thankful for the help. What trait word might fit?
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Answer 10

Grateful is a good trait word for Ruby.
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Well Done!
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