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Learning Goal

We are learning to make simple inferences.

We can use clues and what we already know to explain our 

thinking.
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What Is An Inference?

An inference is a smart idea we make from clues.

The story might not say the answer exactly, so we think carefully.
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Text Clues

Text clues can be in the words, pictures and actions.

Readers look closely for clues before they answer.
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What I Know

What I know means my own knowledge about places, feelings and 

experiences.

This helps me understand the clues.
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Put The Clues Together

Text clues plus what I know can help me infer.

I can say: I think ... because ...
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Feelings Clues

A character might smile, cry, hide, stomp or whisper.

These clues can help us infer how the character feels.
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Place Clues

A towel, goggles and wet hair might tell us someone has been 

swimming.

The place is not always named.
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Reason Clues

Sometimes we infer why something happened.

We look for clues that explain the reason.
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Try It Together

Mila held her broken pencil and looked at the sharpener.

What might Mila do next?

What clues helped you?
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Independent Practice

Read or listen carefully.

Look at the picture.

Make an inference and give one reason.
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Well Done!
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Question 1

True or false: An inference uses clues and what you already know.
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Answer 1

True. An inference uses clues plus what you know.
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Question 2

Which sentence shows an inference?

A. The bag is blue.

B. The book has a title.

C. I think Tom is tired because he is yawning.

D. There are three pencils.
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Answer 2

C. I think Tom is tired because he is yawning.
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Question 3

Short answer: What sentence starter can help you explain an 

inference?
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Answer 3

A useful sentence starter is: I think ... because ...
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Question 4

True or false: A picture can give you clues for an inference.
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Answer 4

True. Pictures can show feelings, places, actions and objects.
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Question 5

Nina put on gumboots and opened her umbrella. What might the 

weather be like?

A. Rainy

B. Snowy

C. Very hot

D. Windless
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Answer 5

A. Rainy.
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Question 6

Short answer: Name one kind of clue a reader can use.
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Answer 6

Answers may include words, pictures, actions, objects, faces or 

setting details.
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Question 7

True or false: An inference should match the clues.
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Answer 7

True. A strong inference fits the clues in the text or picture.
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Question 8

Sam held his stomach and looked at the lunchbox. What might 

Sam need?

A. A nap

B. Food

C. A pencil

D. A raincoat
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Answer 8

B. Food.
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Question 9

Short answer: Why should you explain your inference?
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Answer 9

Explaining shows which clue helped your thinking.
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Question 10

True or false: Everyone must always make exactly the same 

inference.
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Answer 10

False. Sometimes more than one inference can make sense if it 

matches the clues.
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Well Done!
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