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Independent Spelling Choices
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Our spelling choice

We say the whole message first. We can use a word we already know, or stretch an unfamiliar 

word and choose letters for the sounds.

Success: I can make two useful spelling attempts and explain one revision.

Diagnostic prompts: What would you write on a lost hat label? What could help you spell 

play?
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Words we use

say = speak the message

stretch = say a word slowly

sound = what we hear

letter = what we write

attempt = our first try

check = reread and decide whether one part needs changing
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Message first

Purpose 1: label a lost item.

Purpose 2: leave a pet-care note.

Contrast: copying a word list before saying a message does not show an independent spelling 

choice.

Routine: Say the message. Choose a known word or stretch a new word. Try it. Check it.
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A known word can help

Message: Come and play.

Teacher thinking: I know the word play. I retrieve the whole word and use it in my message. I 

still reread the sentence when I finish.
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Phonics can help

Message: My bag.

Teacher thinking: I say bag and stretch it: /b/ /a/ /g/. I choose b, a and g.

Contrast: writing only b does not represent the whole word I said.
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Guided spelling choice

Message purpose: a note to care for a pet.

Say: Feed the dog.

Pause and decide: Which word can come from a known word card? Which word can you 

stretch if needed? Make an attempt before asking for the bank.
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Guided response

Feed may come from a confirmed known word card. Dog can be stretched /d/ /o/ /g/ and 

attempted with d-o-g.

A different plausible attempt can be accepted when it represents the heard sounds and uses 

taught correspondences.
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A useful base

Message: Come and play.

I retrieve play because it is a word I already know. I do not need to rebuild every sound when 

the whole useful word is secure.

If play is not known yet, I make a sound-based attempt and ask for the next teaching step.
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Spelling Adviser turn

Composer says: Pat the cat.

Adviser asks: Do you know a useful word? If not, stretch the target word.

Composer writes cat. Adviser asks the composer to read the message and explain the choice. 

Then roles swap.
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Independent adviser challenge

Your message purpose is a play invitation.

Say a message using hop or run. Make your first attempt. Tell your partner whether you used 

a known word or phonics. Check only after the attempt.
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One specific revision

First attempt: pn. The learner meant pen.

Rereading shows the middle /e/ is missing. Revision: pen.

The helpful next step names the missing sound. It does not mark every plausible part as wrong.
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Fresh message

Pet-care picture: a pup resting in a bed.

Say two short sentences. Attempt pup and bed. Read the message to a partner. Revise one 

part only when the rereading gives clear sound or meaning evidence.
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Same target, different access

Support: rehearse orally and use fewer confirmed graphemes.

Core: compose without a visible word list.

Extension: combine known and unfamiliar words in a natural sentence.

Everyone still makes and explains a spelling choice.

PREVIEW



Independent message

Choose one fresh picture. Say two sentences. Write or dictate the message. Circle two words 

you attempted independently. Reread. Revise one specific omission if you find one. Explain 

what changed.

Do not show a final answer before the attempt.
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Evidence and next step

I can show my exact first attempt.

I can read or spell the target word for my teacher.

I can explain why I kept or changed one part.

My next step names one sound, letter or known word that will help.
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Independent spelling choices

Plan the message. Retrieve a useful known word when it helps. Use phonics for an unfamiliar 

word. Reread for meaning and heard sounds. Revise one specific part.

A plausible attempt gives the teacher useful evidence.
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Well Done!

Say it. Choose a useful aid. Try it. Check one part.
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Independent Spelling Choices Quiz
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Question 1

A learner wants to label a lost bag. Which action shows the target spelling choice?

A. Copy a list before saying the message.

B. Say ‘My bag’, then stretch bag or retrieve it if known.

C. Draw only a bag.
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Answer 1

B. The learner plans a message, then selects a useful known word or phonics attempt.
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Question 2

For ‘Feed the dog’, why might feed and dog use different aids?
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Answer 2

Feed may be retrieved as a confirmed known word. Dog can be stretched /d/ /o/ /g/ when it is 

unfamiliar. Credit a reason tied to the learner’s knowledge.
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Question 3

Write or dictate two short pet-care sentences. Circle two words you attempted and explain 

one revision.
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Answer 3

Accept a coherent two-sentence message, two plausible independent attempts, and a specific 

explained revision.

Example only: ‘Pup in bed. Pat the pup.’ First attempt bd changed to bed because /e/ was 

heard.
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Question 4

You want to write ‘My pen’. What should happen before a word bank appears?

PREVIEW



Answer 4

Say the message and make a first attempt. The bank is for checking after the attempt.
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Question 5

Change the target from pen to play. What may change in the spelling decision?
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Answer 5

A secure known word play can be retrieved as a whole word. The routine still starts with the 

intended message and ends with rereading.
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Question 6

A learner writes b for bag and says the job is finished. What needs correction?
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Answer 6

The attempt records only the first sound. Ask the learner to stretch bag and represent the 

remaining heard sounds with taught or plausible graphemes.
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Question 7

Adviser challenge: Invite a friend to hop. State the message, make an attempt for hop, and 

name the aid.
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Answer 7

Example: ‘Come and hop.’ hop can be retrieved if known or stretched /h/ /o/ /p/. The learner 

must name the aid used.
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Question 8

Compare sok for sock and b for bag. How are they different?
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Answer 8

sok represents the complete heard sound sequence with a plausible spelling, while b omits 

heard sounds from bag.
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Question 9

Fresh case: Write a short lost-item message using cap. No word bank is shown.
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Answer 9

Accept a meaningful message with a plausible attempt for cap, such as ‘My cap’, provided the 

learner can read or explain it.
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Question 10

What evidence supports the attempt cap?
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Answer 10

The learner can point to /c/ /a/ /p/ and the corresponding letters. A preference without sound 

or known-word evidence is insufficient.
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Question 11

Claim: Every Foundation spelling must match the dictionary before it counts. Is the claim valid?
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Answer 11

No. A plausible attempt may show complete sound representation using taught graphemes. 

Teach the next specific correspondence when needed.
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Question 12

After writing tg for tag, what is a useful next action?
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Answer 12

Reread tag, notice the middle /a/, revise to tag or another taught plausible representation, and 

explain the change.
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Well Done!
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