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What Is an Idiom?

An idiom is a familiar expression with a conventional figurative 

meaning.

Its intended meaning differs from the word-for-word picture.PREVIEW



Literal or Figurative?

Literal meaning: the picture created by each word.

Figurative meaning: the message the speaker intends.

Context tells us which meaning makes sense.PREVIEW



Why Use Idioms?

Idioms can make language vivid, conversational and memorable.

They can shape tone and voice.

Use them purposefully—not in every sentence.PREVIEW



Use Context Clues

1. Notice the phrase that seems unusual.

2. Read the words and actions around it.

3. Test a meaning that fits the situation.

4. Check that the meaning matches the tone.PREVIEW



Break the Ice

“We were quiet at first, so the game helped us break the ice.”

Meaning: help people feel comfortable and start talking.

Clue: quiet at first, then playing together.PREVIEW



Hit the Nail on the Head

“Tahlia hit the nail on the head: we could combine both plans.”

Meaning: identify the exact point or solution.

Clue: her idea solved the disagreement.PREVIEW



Under the Weather

“Owen stayed home from training because he was under the 

weather.”

Meaning: feeling unwell.

Clue: he stayed home from training.PREVIEW



The Ball Is in Your Court

“I have explained both options. Now the ball is in your court.”

Meaning: it is your responsibility to decide or act.

Clue: the speaker has finished explaining.PREVIEW



Idioms in Dialogue

Dialogue can reveal voice and relationships.

“Hold your horses!” sounds urgent but conversational.

Ask: What attitude does the idiom add?PREVIEW



Idioms in Narratives

Use an idiom when it strengthens voice, tone or meaning.

Make the context clear.

Avoid clichs that do not suit the scene.

Do not pile idioms together.PREVIEW



Idioms Across Cultures

Idioms are shaped by language and culture.

A word-for-word translation may not carry the same meaning.

Verify the expression, its context and respectful use.PREVIEW



Idiom or Metaphor?

Idiom: a familiar expression with a conventional non-literal 

meaning.

“The test was a piece of cake.”

Metaphor: directly says one thing is another.

“The playground was an oven.”PREVIEW



Idiom or Hyperbole?

Idiom: a conventional non-literal expression.

“Get the ball rolling.”

Hyperbole: deliberate exaggeration for effect.

“I have waited a thousand years!”PREVIEW



Check Your Understanding

Infer each idiom from context:

1. We were on the same page before voting.

2. Luca spilled the beans about the surprise.

3. The rude comment added fuel to the fire.PREVIEW



Quick Practice

Revise this sentence with one suitable idiom:

“The puzzle was very easy.”

Then explain how your idiom changes the tone or voice.PREVIEW



Review

• Idioms have conventional figurative meanings.

• Context clues reveal intended meaning.

• Idioms differ from metaphor and hyperbole.

• Choose idioms purposefully.PREVIEW



Well Done!
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https://sukindi.com.au/


Idioms Quiz
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Question 1

Which sentence contains an idiom?

A. The gate was open.

B. We need to get the ball rolling.

C. The lunchbox is blue.

D. Rain fell all afternoon.PREVIEW



Answer 1

B. We need to get the ball rolling.

It means: begin the task or process.

PREVIEW



Question 2

True or false?

An idiom’s intended meaning is always the same as its word-for-

word picture.PREVIEW



Answer 2

False.

An idiom has a conventional figurative meaning. Context helps us 

infer what the speaker intends.PREVIEW



Question 3

Jin whispered, “Don’t spill the beans about the surprise.”

What does spill the beans mean here?

PREVIEW



Answer 3

It means: reveal the secret.

The words surprise and don’t show that Jin wants the information 

kept private.PREVIEW



Question 4

Mia stayed home with a sore throat because she was under the 

weather.

What does the idiom mean?

A. Outside in rain     B. Feeling unwell

C. Feeling excited     D. TravellingPREVIEW



Answer 4

B. Feeling unwell.

The sore throat and staying home are context clues.

PREVIEW



Question 5

Which sentence is literal?

A. We are in the same boat.

B. Maya put the folder on the desk.

C. The test was a piece of cake.

D. Hold your horses!PREVIEW



Answer 5

B. Maya put the folder on the desk.

It describes an action that happened exactly as stated.

PREVIEW



Question 6

True or false?

Idioms always translate word for word across languages and 

cultures.PREVIEW



Answer 6

False.

Conventional expressions vary across languages and cultures. 

Verify the meaning and context.PREVIEW



Question 7

“Hold your horses,” Dad said as Leo rushed towards the road.

What effect does the idiom create in Dad’s voice?

PREVIEW



Answer 7

It creates an urgent but conversational warning.

Dad is telling Leo to wait and slow down.

PREVIEW



Question 8

“The playground was an oven.”

What type of language is this?

A. Idiom     B. Metaphor

C. Hyperbole     D. LiteralPREVIEW



Answer 8

B. Metaphor.

It directly compares the playground to an oven to suggest intense 

heat.PREVIEW



Question 9

Write one sentence that uses the ball is in your court correctly.

Make the meaning clear from context.

PREVIEW



Answer 9

Sample: I have explained both choices, so the ball is in your court; 

you must decide which plan we use.

The idiom means it is now your responsibility to decide or act.PREVIEW



Question 10

Choose the strongest revision of: “The task was easy.”

A. The task was under the weather.

B. The task was a piece of cake.

C. The task spilled the beans.

D. The task missed the boat.PREVIEW



Answer 10

B. The task was a piece of cake.

The idiom accurately means very easy and makes the sentence 

more vivid.PREVIEW



Well Done!
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