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- IDIOMS -

l Literal Pictures  Figurative Meanings

i T ; i E
An idiom is a familiar phrase whose

intended meaning differs from its
word-for-word picture.

I.ITERAI. FIG'J AhAE

the picture the words create ngfSage eo 2 intend

help people feel

[ “break the ice” J comfortable and

O

start talking

Good readers ask:
What meaning makes sense in this context?
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~BREAK THE ICE=

A worked idiom example

Before the teams began, Maya asked

everyone to share the funniest lunch

they had ever packed. Her question
broke the ice.

\
LITERAL PICTURE
physically cracking @

frozen water

FIGURATIVE M. AN.\G

USE CONTEXT CLUES

0 Notice an expression that sounds odd word for word.

9 Read the words and sentences around it.

() Test a figurative meaning that fits.

L Q Check the tone and situation. J

o —— - -
4

N . # The lunch question makes the group

T more comfortable, so the figurative
meaning fits.

7/
- - - - - .-
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An idiom is a familiar phrase with an
intended meaning that differs from its
word-for-word picture.

e same page” share the same understanding
“miss the boat’“" | miss an opportunity
“pull your socks up” improve your effort or behaviour
“a"(;d fuel to the fire” make a problem worse i

-

Does the word-for-word picture make sense here?

What message fits the situation?

Idioms can be cultural. Check the meaning and
context before you use one.

—
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Name:

MATC

Write the correct meaning letter beside each idiom. Use each letter once.

IDIOMS

1. break the ice
2. under the weather
3. spill the beans

4. miss the boat

7. once in a blue moon

8. on the same page

Which two meanings were easiest to infer? Explain why.

H THE MEANING

Idioms — Page 1

MEANINGS

reveal a secret
S B. he sam rstafding

make a difficult situation worse

E. miss an opportunity

F. help people feel comfortable
and begin talking

— G. be exactly right about something

D H. happen very rarely

LLLLLLLL



Name: ANSWERS

MATC

Write the correct meaning letter beside each idiom. Use each letter once.

Idioms — Page 1

IDIOMS MEANINGS

1. break the ice . reveal a secret

2. under the weather he same rstafiding

I
make a difficult situation worse
. Miss an opportunity

help people feel comfortable

and begin talking
7. onceinabluemoon _H_ G. be exactly right about something
8. onthesamepage _B_ H. happen very rarely

Which two meanings were easiest to infer? Explain why.

Answers will vary. For example, ‘feel unwell’ and

H THE MEANING

‘miss an opportunity’ were easy because their meanings

fit familiar situations.

NNNNNNNN



Name:

MATCH THE MEANING

Idioms — Page 2
Use each idiom in an original sentence that makes its meaning clear. Then explain the context clue.

r
1. break the ice

Sentence:

Meaning in this context:

N | | O

Clue that helps:

\_

~N

p-
2. miss the boat

Sentence:

o

Meaning in this context:

Clue that helps:

N

N

-
3. on the same

Sentence:

.

Ol

-
4. add fuel to the fire

Sentence:

Meaning in this context:

! O] N

Clue that helps:

L

EXTENSION Q

Choose one sentence. Revise it to create a different tone.
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Name: ANSWERS

MATCH THE MEANING

Idioms — Page 2
Use each idiom in an original sentence that makes its meaning clear. Then explain the context clue.

f N
1. break the ice Q
Sentence: Jaya told a funny story to break the ice before rehearsal.
Meaning in this context: help people relax and start talking
Clue that helps: funny story; before rehearsal %
9 )
F ™\
2. miss the boat L)
Sentence: If we delay the booking, we may miss the bo d los€ ace.
Meaning in this context: Miss an opportunity
Clue that helps: delay; lose our pl %
_/
S
re on the same page before we begin.
are the same understanding
J
( )
4. add fuel to the fire )
Sentence: Blaming each other will add fuel to the fire during the disagreement.
Meaning in this context: make a difficult situation worse
Clue that helps: blaming; disagreement %
. J/
EXTENSION Q
Choose one sentence. Revise it to create a different tone.

Jaya shared a silly story to break the awkward silence before rehearsal.
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Name:

CONTEXIEOE!.!EPOQIZETECTIS

Read each passage. Underline the idiom. Infer its figurative ¢
meaning and identify the context clue that helped you. 4

</

l When Noah joined the robotics group, everyone was quiet.
Priya told a silly riddle to break the ice, and soon the group

was laughing and sharing ideas.

Idiom:
Figurative meaning:

Context clue:
.

CASE2

Idiom:

Figurative mé

After forgetting his hat again, Sam knew he was
skating on thin ice with the sports teacher.

Idiom:

Figurative meaning:
J

Context clue:

Which clue type helped most: an example, a contrast, a result or a familiar

situation? Explain.

R

ur
Y

Yl
e

® ¥

0\
‘-.'.
o,
-

2

N/
0;:‘0 3
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Name: ANSWERS

CONTEXT CLUE DETECTIVES

Idioms — Page 1

Read each passage. Underline the idiom. Infer its figurative
meaning and identify the context clue that helped you.

When Noah joined the robotics group, everyone was quiet.
Priya told a silly riddle to break the ice, and soon the group
was laughing and sharing ideas.

Idiom: _break the ice
Figurative meaning:

Context clue: _everyone was quiet; soon ideas

=

After forgetting his hat again, Sam knew he was
skating on thin ice with the sports teacher.

Idiom: chﬁ‘ing aon thin ice

Figurative meaning: _at risk of getting into trouble

Context clue: _forgetting his hat again: the sports teacher
\.

Which clue type helped most: an example, a contrast, a result or a familiar
situation? Explain.

— A result helped most because the laughter after Priya’s —

— riddle showed that the group had relaxed.
K~ SN

w




Idioms — Page 2

Read each passage. Underline the idiom. Infer its figurative meaning

and identify the context clue that helped you.
A CASE 4 }

Mei promised not to reveal the science-fair theme, but during
lunch she let the cat out of the bag. Her teammates groaned
because the surprise was ruined.

Idiom:

Figurative meaning:

Context clue:

.

f| CASE 5 |
The team had tried t sug§sted one final
change, but Mia call y. We can test again

tomorrow,

Idiom:

CAS

The class kept debating the excursion plan. Finally, Ms Khan
said, ‘The ball is in your court. Vote for the option you prefer.’

Idiom:

Figurative meaning: €)a :
@

Context clue:

\

Write one sentence that shows an idiom’s meaning without explaining it directly.

Sukindi
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Idioms — Page 2

Read each passage. Underline the idiom. Infer its figurative meaning
and identify the context clue that helped you.

\

A CASE 4 )

Mei promised not to reveal the science-fair theme, but during
lunch she let the cat out of the bag. Her teammates groaned
because the surprise was ruined.

Idiom: let the cat out of the bag

Figurative meaning: reveal a secret

Context clue: _promised not to reveal; the surpri

L

- CASE 5 )
The team had tried t

sug8sted one final
y. We can test again

€I aauma
Swom,

The class kept debating the excursion plan. Finally, Ms Khan
said, ‘The ball is in your court. Vote for the option you prefer.

Idiom: _the ball is in your court

Figurative meaning: _the choice or next action is yours

.

.%a

G

Context clue:  vote for the option you prefer

\§

s esanwe
.-,

Write one sentence that shows an idiom’s meaning without explaining it directly.

- The instructions were confusing, but Zara hit the nail on the head when she explained the missing step.

Sukindi
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1pliising
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1pliising
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Name:

IDIOM RESEARCH FILE

Evidence, Meaning and Origin — Page 1

7\

“ Choose two idioms. Research each current meaning and a possible origin.

Record evidence, not guesses.

Vb

DIOMA \

LA

Idiom:

/" IDIOMB \

Idiom:

Current figurative meaning:

Current figurative meaning:

Natural context sentence:

Possible origin:

ource title, site or book:

Evidence supports the claim:

af@el co
sible origin:
Source {i @ S

Evidence that supports the claim:

\.

J

\

y

s

14 EVIDENCE CHECK

How do you know the source is trustworthy and the origin claim is more than a guess?

~

VD

[] I checked the information against a second reliable source.

J
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Name:

IDIOM RESEARCH FILE

Global Idiom Inquiry — Page 2

Research one idiom from a language or culture you know
or are studying. Verify the wording, meaning and

appropriate context.

Language or culture:

Original expression:

Literal translation:

Intended meaning:

When people use it:

Example in context:

RESPECTFUL-USE CHECK

[] 1 verified the expression with a reliable source or fluent speaker.

(] 1 will not use the expression as a joke or stereotype.

[] 1 checked when and with whom the expression is appropriate.
.

What does this idiom reveal about how culture shapes language?

wwwwwwww



Name:

IDIOM REVISION LAB >

Choose with Purpose — Page 1

Revise each sentence with one precise idiom from the word bank.
You may change the sentence structure. Then explain the effect.

T o T e e e AR e e S e T e P R T e e R g oo S S Y g S g e g 5 e e o e S e )

: WORD BANK :

: on the same page ¢ under the weather ¢ a piece of cake * add fuel to the fire * miss the boat ¢ hit the nail on the head :

18 L Y W N i SOk ey B TR W i SN N SN W o S ¥ P |
1.  Original:  The maths puzzle was very easy for Lani. f
My revision:

Effect on tone or voice:

2. Original:  Owen felt unwell and stayed home from

My revision:

Effect on tone or voice:

o
®©
=]
®
®
[o
®
(o
o
o
1%
=
o
=
®
-
~
®©
v
O
3
®
<
>
jo
o©
=
1%
o
o
>
Q-
>
«w
o
®
o
=
®
<
o
o
>
>

Effect on tone or voice:

4, Original:  The rude comment made the disagreement worse.

N[ @

My revision:

Effect on tone or voice:

©

[ My idiom suits the meaning. D The context makes the meaning clear. [[J 1 have not overused idioms.

NNNNNNNN




Name: ANSWERS

x IDIOM REVISION LAB >

Choose with Purpose — Page 1

Revise each sentence with one precise idiom from the word bank.
You may change the sentence structure. Then explain the effect.

1.  Original:  The maths puzzle was very easy for Lani.

My revision:  The maths puzzle was a piece of cake for Lani.

Effect on tone or voice:  More vivid and conversational.

2. Original:  Owen felt unwell and stayed home from

My revision:  Qwen was under the we

N[ @

Effect on tone or voice:  Shows shared understanding.

4, Original: ~ The rude comment made the disagreement worse.

N||@

My revision:  The rude comment added fuel to the fire during the disagreement.

Effect on tone or voice:  Shows the comment made the tension worse.

©

[Z My idiom suits the meaning. @ The context makes the meaning clear. M | have not overused idioms.

NNNNNNNN



IDIOM REVISION LAB ...

Edit for Impact — Page 2

The paragraph below overuses or misuses idioms. Rewrite it so only two purposeful
idioms remain. Make every meaning clear from context.

Original paragraph:

7~

When our group began the model, we were on cloud nine, under the weather
and in the same boat. Then the instructions were a piece of cake but also
clear as mud. Luca spilled the beans about the missing part, and that added
fuel to the fire. We decided to call it a day, even though we had only just
started.

1. Circle idioms that are confusing, contradictory or overused.
2. Rewritten paragraph: &

.

3. One idio

7

kept: 4. Why it improves the writing:

\. J/ . J

5. One idiom | removed: 6. Why it did not fit:
EDITING CHECK
D | used only two idioms. D Each idiom suits the situation. D Context makes each meaning clear.

Sukindi




IDIOM REVISION LAB ... awswess

Edit for Impact — Page 2

The paragraph below overuses or misuses idioms. Rewrite it so only two purposeful f

idioms remain. Make every meaning clear from context.

Original paragraph:

When our group began the model, we were nder the weather

and in the same boat. Then the instructions were but also

Luca Spilled the bean$) about the missing part, and that added

fuel to the fire. We decided to(call it a day, even though we had only just
started.

1. Circle idioms that are confusing, contradictory or overused.

2. Rewritten paragraph:

When our group began the model, we w 0 one

understood the instructions. Luca revellle missing, and

blaming him only added fu fird@ We

and solved the probl

4. Why it improves the writing:

in the same boat It clearly shows their shared difficulty.
5. One idiom | removed: 6. Why it did not fit:
on cloud nine The context does not show
extreme happiness.

EDITING CHECK
I\ IZ | used only two idioms. @ Each idiom suits the situation. M Context makes each meaning clear.

NNNNNNNN



fr

FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE CHALLENGE

Classify the Sentence — Page 1 Name:

Q Write | for idiom, M for metaphor, H for hyperbole or L for literal. @

[ | = idiom M = metaphor H = hyperbole L = literal ]

1. The final puzzle was a i
piece of cake.

The cheering shook the
whole planet.

2. The playground was an 8.
oven at lunchtime.

3. | have carried thi

run hit the nail on the
head with his explanation.

10.

The city lights were a
necklace across the harbour.

5. We need to get the ball 1. This queue is a thousand
rolling on our project. people long!
6. Her ideas were sparks 12 The team practised
in the discussion. after school.
( )
Q Choose one answer. What feature helped you classify it?
e
. J

NNNNNNNN



7

Classify the Sentence — Page 1

Q Write | for idiom, M for metaphor, H for hyperbole or L for literal.

' FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE CHALLENGE

ANSWERS

Name:

G

[ | = idiom

M = metaphor H = hyperbole L = literal ]

1. I_ The final puzzle was a

piece of cake.

H The cheering shook the
whole planet.

The playground was an
oven at lunchtime.

L
the
g run hit the nail on the
res! head with his explanation.

The city lights were a
necklace across the harbour,

We need to get the ball
rolling on our project.

H This queue is a thousand
people long!

6. M

Her ideas were sparks 2. L The team practised
in the discussion. after school.
& N\
Q Choose one answer. What feature helped you classify it?
o© Sentence 2 is a metaphor because it directly compares the playground to an oven.

J
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FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE CHALLENGE

Explain and Transform — Page 2 Name:

-
@ How is an idiom different from a metaphor?

\

p
@ How is an idiom different from hyperbole?

Rewrite this literal sentence with a suitable idiom.
The task was easy.

Ing an idiom.

p
@ ExplaM the effect of your idiom on the speaker’s tone or voice.

.

>
@ Extension: Transform the sentence “The rain was heavy.” in two ways.

Metaphor:

Hyperbole:

.

My figurative language is clear from context.

NNNNNNNN



FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE CHALLENGE

Explain and Transform — Page 2 Name: ANSWERS

p
@ How is an idiom different from a metaphor? @

An idiom is a familiar expression with a conventional non-literal meaning.

A metaphor directly says one thing is another.

.

N

J

J
N

-
@ How is an idiom different from hyperbole? @

An idiom has a conventional meaning.
Hyperbole deliberately exaggerates for effect.

§

2

@ Rewrite this literal sentence with a suitable idio

The task was easy. \

The task was a piece of ca

~
@ Explain the effect of your idiom on the speaker’s tone or voice. @

The idiom creates an urgent but conversational warning.

\

P
@ Extension: Transform the sentence “The rain was heavy.” in two ways. f

Metaphor: _The rain was a silver curtain.

Hyperbole: _The rain could fill an ocean.

\

v/| My figurative language is clear from context.

LLLLLLLL



IDIOM INSIGHT AND WRITING ASSESSMENT

Part A — Read and Analyse

Name: Date:

1. Read the passage. Underline the five idioms.

7

At camp, our group had to build a shelter before lunch. At first, we were
not on the same page: Tahlia wanted to use the tarpaulin, while Ben planned
a frame of branches. Mr Patel told us to break the ice by sharing one idea
each. Soon, Tahlia hit the nail on the head: we could combine both plans.
We got the ball rolling by sorting materials into piles. Halfway through,

a knot came loose and the roof sagged. Ben wanted to blame the rope,

not perfect, but everyone could explain how cle

helped us solve the problem.

.

2. Complete the table for each idi

Idiom ing Context clue

.

3. Choose one idiom. Explain how it affects the passage’s tone or meaning. @)
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IDIOM INSIGHT AND WRITING ASSESSMENT

Part A — Read and Analyse
Name: ANSWERS Date:

1. Read the passage. Underline the five idioms.

7

At camp, our group had to build a shelter before lunch. At first, we were
not on the same page: Tahlia wanted to use the tarpaulin, while Ben planned

a frame of branches. Mr Patel told us to break the ice by sharing one idea

each. Soon, Tahlia hit the nail on the head: we could combine both plans.

We got the ball rolling by sorting materials into piles. Halfway through,

a knot came loose and the roof sagged. Ben wanted to blame the rope,

not perfect, but everyone could explain how cle

helped us solve the problem.

L

2. Complete the table for each idi

Idiom ing Context clue

Tahlia and Ben had
different plans

on the sarg

they shared one
and start talking idea each

h\gthe nail on identify the her idea combined
e head exact solution both plans
get the ball rolling begin the work 'ghey sprted materials
into piles
add fuel to the fire make conflict worse blaming the rope

L would increase tension

J

3. Choose one idiom. Explain how it affects the passage’s tone or meaning. @)

“Hit the nail on the head” emphasises that Tahlia found the precise

solution. It creates a confident, positive turning point.

NNNNNNNN



IDIOM INSIGHT AND WRITING ASSESSMENT

Part B — Purposeful Writing

Name: Date:

Write two paragraphs about a team solving an unexpected problem.
Use exactly three suitable idioms. Underline each idiom.

Make each meaning clear from context.

e

PLAN

Problem:

People:

Three idioms:

How each meaning

will be clear:
' E%ﬁ

EDITING CHECK

| wrote two | used exactly | underlined Context makes
paragraphs. three idioms. each idiom. each meaning clear.
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IDIOM INSIGHT AND WRITING ASSESSMENT

Part B — Purposeful Writing
Name: __ ANSWERS Date:

Write two paragraphs about a team solving an unexpected problem.
Use exactly three suitable idioms. Underline each idiom.
Make each meaning clear from context.

N

i PLAN
Problem: cardboard display base split
People: Ava, Hamish and the narrator
Three idioms:

not on the same page; get the ball roll

How each meaning

willlbe claar: opposing ideas; first action;@la

\

the cardboard base suddenly

n the same page: Ava wanted tape,

When the title slid sideways, blaming the glue would only add fuel to

the fire. We calmly measured, replaced the strip and checked each

corner. The repaired display stood straight, and everyone understood

how listening had helped us solve the problem.

EDITING CHECK

\/ | wrote two \/ | used exactly / | underlined / Context makes
paragraphs. three idioms. each idiom. each meaning clear.
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https://sukindi.com.au/

What Is an Idiom? \

An idiom is o familiar expression Wah ®co |on0| rative
m "l |

N nin rs from the word-for-word picture.




Literal or Figurativeq

Literal meaning: the picture eV 0ch w

ol o eON™g. the mesSY¥ge the speaker intends.

Cemtext tells us which meaning makes sense.




Why Use Idioms? g
\l \
ldioms can make language vivid, C v‘ T ond m@orable.

e shape §¥e and voice.

Usethem purposefully—not in every sentence.




Use Context Clues

\

2. Reao

1. Notice the phrase th@ saRM S u0|I.
d BctioRg o T IT.

rd
INg th

0
t n Its the situation.
th eaning matches the tone.




Break the Ice

N
“We were quiet at first, so Qe\ ’ re0| Ice.’

0 feel corgg@rtable and start talking.

ue: quiet at first, then playing together.



Hit the Nail on the Hegg¢
“Tahlia hit the nail on the head: w o\ Jine |O |0|

Yy the eXQgt point or solution.




Under the Weather
\] \
“Owen stayed home from trainin b‘ C WOIS UNQRIr the

wW&thel”

g: feeling unwell.

Clue: he stayed home from training.



The Ball Is in Your Cou f

* urt

“I have explained both options. N

In gou



Idioms in Dialogue

Dialogue can reveal voic a\re gnships. \
or@® sounds ent but conversational.



Idioms in Narrative \

AN
heflis VOIge,

ST meaning.
e the cofM@@xt clear.

Use an idiom

ot do not suit the scene.

Do not pile idioms together.




Idioms Across Cultur N

ldioms are shaped by la u‘ . tur
A word- @ tr ilon mogot carry the same meaning.

Verif

he expression, its context and respectful use.



Idiom or Metaphor,

c\ Pnal non leml

aphor: directly says one thing is another.

Idiom: a familiar expression with

“The playground was an oven.”



Idiom or Hyperbole’3

lit8 o | Se®ression. \

Ml

Idiom: a conventional no

et th

all

ate exaggeration for effect.

“I have waited a thousand years!”




Check Your Understan ‘

Infer eachqm\] > ‘
@ er e saom&@Page before voting.
g ol

eans about the surprise.

The rude comment added fuel to the fire.




Quick Practice

) \
Revise this sentence with n‘ gre oliom

i ZzZle wogery easy.”

hen ex@lain how your idiom changes the tone or voice.



Review

AN
- [dioms have conventiona ig& omin
. >

en
om met&gnor and hyperbole.

loms purposefully.




‘
T @ v
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Sukindi

— LEARNING—


https://sukindi.com.au/

Question |

AN
Which senterqir‘ o ‘
gote WS open.

PThe
We o get the ball rolling.

C. The lunchbox is blue.

D. Rain fell all afternoon.



Answer |

AN
B.Weneeolﬂ\r o ‘
eC@®0egin thegPisk or process.




Question 2

AN
An idiomgn 0l INg is alW@ys the same as its word-for-

ord picture.




Answer 2

YA

q \
An idiom Vv al figu e meaning. Context helps us
afer e speaker intends.




Question 3

e

ns meaon here?

Jin whispered, “Don’t spill the

RE




Answer 3

\ \
It means: reveal e\ | ‘

> O n't sho ot Jin wants the information

pt private.



Question Y4

) \
ore thro Io\ | ew0| ler the

Mia stayed home with a s
thel.

Wh S the idiom mean?

A. Outside in rain  B. Feeling unwell

C. Feeling excited D. Travelling



Answer Uy

) \
B. Fﬂw ‘
Th @ O stayinGRome are context clues.




Question S

Which sentqs \
e inth me boat.

Al r
ay

e folder on the desk.

C. The test was o piece of coke.

D. Hold your horses!



Answer S

AN
B. Maya put the fol r\1 . ‘

n that h ened exactly as stated.




Question 6

\
\
True or f e\ ‘

ldioms @ o word f ord across longuages and

cultures.




Answer 6

\
\
r S vary
o|f

ss languages and cultures.
eaning and context.




Question 7 \

\ A! 0|rol road.

reate in Dad’s voice?

“Hold your horses,” Dad said as L



Answer 7

) \
It creates an urgent but co e‘ ’ arn

5 T eo to and slow down.




Question 8

“The playground s\> :

e of lorgage is this?

B. Metaphor

C. Hyperbole D. Literal




Answer 8

N

oygrouryeto an oven to suggest intense

heaot.

£S




Question 9

) \
Write one sentence that uses the II\ ) cour ectly.

e eaning r from context.




Answer 9

Sample: | have explained both choiges, W tI sl IS in
you deci high pl e
0 It

your responsibility to decide or act.

\
\

r court;




Question |0

\
\I \

Choose the strongest revisionpf: Whe QR Was

the weather.

h WAS un
Th

Was o piece of cake.
C. The task spilled the beans.
D. The task missed the boat.




Answer |0

) \
B. The taskﬂec i e ‘
The idio te ons ver sy and makes the sentence

ore vivid.




‘
T @ v
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