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Gruffalo Book Unit

Foundation • Read, rhyme, retell and respond
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Meet the Book

The Gruffalo

Written by Julia Donaldson

Illustrated by Axel Scheffler

Listen for rhymes. Watch how the mouse solves problems.
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Meet the Characters

Mouse — small, calm and clever

Fox, Owl and Snake — each wants to catch the mouse

Gruffalo — a surprising woodland monster
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Where Does It Happen?

The story is set in a woodland.

The mouse travels along a path and meets each character.

Look for trees, underground homes and woodland clues.

PREVIEW



What Happens First?

1. A mouse enters the woodland.

2. The mouse meets a fox.

3. The mouse invents a frightening friend.
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The Mouse’s Problem

Fox, Owl and Snake want to catch the mouse.

The mouse is small and cannot fight them.

What could the mouse do instead?

PREVIEW



The Mouse’s Plan

The mouse uses clever words.

Each animal believes a scary Gruffalo is nearby.

The plan helps the mouse keep walking safely.
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Beginning, Middle and End

BEGINNING — the mouse enters the woodland

MIDDLE — the mouse meets animals and the Gruffalo

END — the mouse is safe and enjoys a nut
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Listen for Rhymes

Rhyming words have matching sounds at the end.

fox / box     mouse / house

claws / jaws     toes / nose

Can you add another rhyme?
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Describe a Character

Look closely at what a character says and does.

Use describing words: clever, hungry, brave, fierce, friendly.

Choose one character. Which words fit?
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Think and Talk

Why do the animals believe the mouse?

Which part is your favourite? Why?

What might happen if the mouse met a new animal?
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Well Done!
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Gruffalo Book Unit Quiz

Foundation • 10 questions
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Question 1

Which character is small and clever?

A. Fox

B. Mouse

C. Owl

D. Snake
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Answer 1

B. Mouse

The mouse uses clever words and a plan.
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Question 2

True or false?

The story happens in a woodland.
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Answer 2

True

The story is set in a woodland.
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Question 3

Name one woodland character in the story.
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Answer 3

Fox, Owl or Snake are possible answers.
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Question 4

Where does the mouse travel?

A. Along a woodland path

B. Across the sea

C. Through a city

D. Under the ground
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Answer 4

A. Along a woodland path
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Question 5

True or false?

The mouse uses words and a plan to solve a problem.

PREVIEW



Answer 5

True

The mouse thinks carefully and uses clever words.
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Question 6

Which event happens near the beginning?

A. The mouse eats a nut

B. The mouse enters the woodland

C. The mouse meets the Gruffalo

D. The owl flies away
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Answer 6

B. The mouse enters the woodland.
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Question 7

Write or say a word that rhymes with fox.
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Answer 7

box

“Socks” is another possible answer.
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Question 8

Which pair rhymes?

A. mouse / house

B. owl / tree

C. snake / log

D. fox / tree
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Answer 8

A. mouse / house
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Question 9

True or false?

Rhyming words have matching sounds at the end.
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Answer 9

True
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Question 10

Name one detail you could use to describe the Gruffalo.
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Answer 10

Possible answers include tusks, claws, knees, eyes, tongue, teeth, a wart or spikes.
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Well Done!
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