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Learning Intention

We are learning to build word families with prefixes and suffixes.

Success criteria

• I can find the prefix, base word and suffix.

• I can explain how an affix changes meaning.

• I can build and use new words.
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What Is a Morpheme?

A morpheme is the smallest part of a word that carries meaning.

A word can have one morpheme: kind

A word can have more than one: un + kind

Each part helps us unlock the whole word.
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Meet the Base Word

The base word carries the main meaning.

play → replay, player, playful

help → helpful, helpless, helper

Spot the base word first. Then look for any affixes.
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Prefixes Come First

A prefix is added before a base word.

un- + kind = unkind

re- + read = reread

mis- + place = misplace

The prefix changes the word’s meaning.
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Prefix Power

un- means not: unhappy

re- means again: replay

mis- means wrongly: misread

pre- means before: preheat

dis- means not or opposite: disagree
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Build a Prefix Family

Start with heat.

preheat = heat before cooking

reheat = heat again

overheat = heat too much

One base word can grow into a family.
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Suffixes Come Last

A suffix is added after a base word.

help + -ful = helpful

teach + -er = teacher

jump + -ed = jumped

The suffix can change meaning or show time.
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Suffix Jobs

-ful means full of: joyful

-less means without: fearless

-er can name a person: reader

-ness names a state: kindness

-ed shows past; -ing shows action now.
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Build a Suffix Family

Start with care.

careful = full of care

careless = without care

carer = a person who cares

The base meaning stays connected.
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The Help Family

help = the base word

helpful = full of help

helpless = without help

helper = a person who helps

Circle help in every word.
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Small Part, Big Meaning

kind → unkind: the meaning becomes not kind

care → careful: the meaning becomes full of care

care → careless: the meaning becomes without care

Affixes make precise meaning changes.
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Choose the Best Affix

Complete each word.

___read the book again.

The guide was help___.

I ___read the sign and said it wrongly.

Answers: reread, helpful, misread
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Morpheme Machine Challenge

Choose a base word: help, read, care or play.

Build three real words.

Split each word into its morphemes.

Explain how every affix changes meaning.

Share your strongest word family.
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Ready to Review

Find the base word first.

Prefixes come before the base word.

Suffixes come after the base word.

Check that every new word is real.

Explain the new meaning in your own words.
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Well Done!

PREVIEW

https://sukindi.com.au/


Fabulous Affixes Quiz
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Question 1

Which prefix is in unpack?

A. un-

B. re-

C. -ful

D. -ed
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Answer 1

A. un-

un- comes before the base word pack.

unpack means to remove something from a package.
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Question 2

True or false?

A suffix is added after a base word.

A. True

B. False
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Answer 2

A. True

A suffix comes after the base word.

Example: help + -ful = helpful.
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Question 3

What is the base word in replayed?

A. re

B. play

C. played

D. ed
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Answer 3

B. play

re- is the prefix and -ed is the suffix.

re + play + ed = replayed
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Question 4

What does rewrite mean?

A. write before

B. write again

C. write badly

D. stop writing
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Answer 4

B. write again

re- means again.

re + write = rewrite
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Question 5

Build a word: teach + -er = ?

A. teaching

B. reteach

C. teacher

D. teaches
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Answer 5

C. teacher

-er can name a person.

A teacher is a person who teaches.
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Question 6

Which word means without fear?

A. fearful

B. fearless

C. feared

D. fearing
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Answer 6

B. fearless

-less means without.

fear + -less = fearless
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Question 7

True or false?

Unhappy means very happy.

A. True

B. False
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Answer 7

B. False

un- means not.

unhappy means not happy.
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Question 8

How do we split carefully?

A. care + ful + ly

B. car + efully

C. careful + y

D. care + fully
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Answer 8

A. care + ful + ly

care is the base word.

-ful and -ly are suffixes.

PREVIEW



Question 9

Which pair belongs to the same word family?

A. help and helper

B. play and paint

C. read and kind

D. pack and fear

PREVIEW



Answer 9

A. help and helper

Both words share the base word help.

-er changes help into the name of a person.
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Question 10

True or false?

-ed in jumped shows that the action happened in the past.

A. True

B. False
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Answer 10

A. True

-ed can show past time.

jump + -ed = jumped
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Well Done!
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