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Learning goal

We are learning to choose an end mark that matches our purpose.

I can recognise a purposeful exclamation mark.

I can choose between a full stop, question mark and exclamation mark.

I can create and edit sentences for a reader.PREVIEW



Three end marks, three jobs

Full stop: The rain has stopped.

Use it for a calm statement.

Question mark: Has the rain stopped?

Use it for a direct question.

Exclamation mark: The rain has finally stopped!

Use it for strong feeling or urgency.PREVIEW



What does an exclamation mark do?

An exclamation mark ends a sentence.

It can signal:

• a strong feeling

• an urgent command or warning

• a forceful interjection

The mark helps the reader hear the intended voice.PREVIEW



Strong feelings

Exclamation marks can show joy, surprise, fear, anger or excitement.

Neutral: Our team won the match.

Emphatic: Our team won the match!

The fact is the same, but the writer’s feeling changes.PREVIEW



Commands and warnings

A calm instruction usually ends with a full stop.

Please place your book on the desk.

An urgent command or warning can end with an exclamation mark.

Look out!

Step away from the spill!

Ask: Does the reader need to act quickly?PREVIEW



Interjections

An interjection is a short reaction word or phrase.

Wow! That rainbow is enormous.

Ouch! That thorn scratched me.

Hooray! We finished the challenge.

An interjection may stand alone or begin a sentence.PREVIEW



Use it with purpose

Not every positive or interesting sentence needs an exclamation mark.

The class enjoyed the science lesson.

This calm statement is complete with a full stop.

One exclamation mark is usually enough.

Choose it because the tone needs strength, not just decoration.PREVIEW



Meaning changes with punctuation

You found the missing key.

The speaker calmly shares information.

You found the missing key?

The speaker asks for confirmation.

You found the missing key!

The speaker reacts with surprise or excitement.PREVIEW



A three-question routine

1. Is the sentence a direct question?

Use a question mark.

2. Does it show strong feeling or an urgent command?

Use an exclamation mark.

3. If neither is true, is it a calm statement?

Use a full stop.PREVIEW



Guided practice A

Choose . ? or ! Then explain the purpose.

1. Where did the blue folder go

2. Stop before you cross the road

3. The seedlings need water

4. What an enormous spider

Say whether each sentence asks, states or exclaims.PREVIEW



Guided practice B

Is each exclamation mark purposeful? Edit any overuse.

1. We have music after lunch!

2. Fire! Move to the meeting point!

3. My pencil is on the table!

4. Hooray! Our model bridge held the weight!

Explain how the punctuation changes the reader’s voice.PREVIEW



Independent application

Write three original sentences:

• an exclamation that shows a strong feeling

• an urgent command or warning

• a calm statement

Reread each sentence aloud.

Circle the end mark and justify why it suits your purpose.PREVIEW



Well Done!
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Question 1 · Multiple choice

Which sentence shows a strong feeling?

A  The library closes at three.

B  What a brilliant performance!

C  Where is my library card?PREVIEW



Answer 1

B  What a brilliant performance!

The sentence expresses strong excitement, so the exclamation mark is 

purposeful.PREVIEW



Question 2 · True or false

Every sentence about something exciting needs an exclamation mark.

True or false?

PREVIEW



Answer 2

False.

The writer chooses an end mark to match the purpose and tone. A calm 

statement can still describe an exciting topic.PREVIEW



Question 3 · Short answer

Add the best end mark.

Watch out for the wet floor___

Explain your choice.PREVIEW



Answer 3

Watch out for the wet floor!

The exclamation mark suits an urgent warning because the reader 

needs to act quickly.PREVIEW



Question 4 · Multiple choice

Which sentence is punctuated correctly?

A  Hooray, our seedlings grew!

B  Hooray, our seedlings grew?

C  Hooray, our seedlings grew.PREVIEW



Answer 4

A  Hooray, our seedlings grew!

“Hooray” shows a strong reaction, and the complete sentence expresses 

excitement.PREVIEW



Question 5 · True or false

One exclamation mark is usually enough in classroom writing.

True or false?

PREVIEW



Answer 5

True.

One well-chosen exclamation mark clearly signals the tone. Repeating 

marks is usually unnecessary.PREVIEW



Question 6 · Short answer

Change this calm statement into an exclamation that shows delight.

The puppy found its ball.

Keep the main idea the same.PREVIEW



Answer 6

Sample answer:

The puppy found its ball!

The exclamation mark changes the tone from calm information to 

delight.PREVIEW



Question 7 · Multiple choice

Which ending suits this sentence?

Did you pack the measuring tape___

A  .

B  ?

C  !PREVIEW



Answer 7

B  ?

Did you pack the measuring tape?

It asks a direct question, so it needs a question mark.PREVIEW



Question 8 · Short answer

Is the exclamation mark appropriate?

Please place your book on the desk!

Explain your decision.PREVIEW



Answer 8

Usually no.

This is a calm instruction, so a full stop is more suitable:

Please place your book on the desk.PREVIEW



Question 9 · Multiple choice

Which sentence contains an interjection?

A  Ouch! That branch scratched my arm.

B  The branch has green leaves.

C  Did you see the branch?PREVIEW



Answer 9

A  Ouch! That branch scratched my arm.

“Ouch!” is a short reaction word, so it is an interjection.

PREVIEW



Question 10 · Short answer

Write an urgent command that ends with an exclamation mark.

Make the situation clear and classroom-safe.

PREVIEW



Answer 10

Sample answer:

Move away from the edge!

The exclamation mark suits the urgent command.PREVIEW



Well Done!
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