
Scan to start your 
free 7-day trial

www.sukindi.com.au

Homework without the hassle
Sukindi is an Australian learning platform 

that supports Teachers, Parents and 

Students with an interactive homework 

app and downloadable resources.

Evaluative Language - Year 3

Table of Contents

Presentation: Evaluative Language

Display: Evaluative Language at a Glance

Display: Character Evidence Lens

Activity: Word Force Continuum

Game: Roll, Rate and Explain

Worksheet: Positive, Neutral or Negative?

Worksheet: Shades of Meaning Ladder

Worksheet: Intensifiers in Action

Worksheet: Make It Clear

Worksheet: Searching for Clues

Worksheet: Create the Character

Worksheet: What Do You Think?

Quiz: Evaluative Language

Assessment: The Playground Proposal

Rubric: Evaluative Language - Year 3 Rubric

https://www.instagram.com/sukindi.learning/
https://www.facebook.com/sukindi.learning
http://www.sukindi.com.au/


PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



Evaluative 
Language
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Learning Intention

We are learning to notice, compare and use words that express 

judgement.

We will explore how the strength of a word can change a reader's 

response.PREVIEW



Success Criteria

I can:

• identify positive, neutral and negative evaluative language

• compare words by their force

• use precise words and intensifiers

• explain how a word shapes a reader's viewPREVIEW



The Big Idea

Evaluative language tells a reader what someone thinks and how 

strongly they judge it.

It can shape our view of a person, place, event or idea.

PREVIEW



Positive, Neutral and Negative

Positive: The performance was wonderful.

Neutral: The performance was okay.

Negative: The performance was awful.

The judgement changes, even though the topic stays the same.PREVIEW



Precise Words Make Meaning Clear

Vague: The meal was bad.

Precise: The meal was revolting.

A precise word gives the reader a clearer impression and shows the 

strength of the judgement.PREVIEW



Shades of Meaning

Words can belong to the same family but have different force.

Less forceful  → more forceful

cool  → chilly  → cold  → freezing

Context can affect the exact order.PREVIEW



Word Class Reminder

Evaluative language can appear in different word classes.

Adjective: a brilliant plan

Verb: she stormed away

Adverb: he answered thoughtfullyPREVIEW



Try It: Replace Bad

Replace bad with a precise evaluative word.

1. The film was bad.

2. The weather was bad.

3. The referee made a bad decision.

Be ready to explain the force of each choice.PREVIEW



Check It

Possible answers:

1. The film was dreadful.

2. The weather was miserable.

3. The referee made a terrible decision.

More than one answer can work when the word suits the context.PREVIEW



Opinions

An opinion states a judgement. A strong opinion also gives a reason.

The garden is a valuable idea because it gives students a peaceful place 

to reset.
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Strength Ladder

How does the force increase?

tasty  → delicious  → scrumptious  → mouth-watering

Stronger words create a more intense positive judgement.PREVIEW



Class Task: Cooking Words

Order these words from least forceful to most forceful:

plain • tasty • delicious • scrumptious • mouth-watering • irresistible

Compare your order with a partner and justify one choice.PREVIEW



Check It: One Possible Order

plain  → tasty  → delicious  → scrumptious  → mouth-watering  →

irresistible

A different order may be reasonable if the explanation uses context and 

meaning.PREVIEW



Intensifiers

Intensifiers adjust the force of an evaluation.

slightly worried

quite worried

very worried

extremely worried

Choose the strength that matches your meaning.PREVIEW



Try It: Strengthen and Soften

Strengthen: The ending was surprising.

Soften: The water was cold.

Rewrite each statement with an intensifier. Then explain how the reader's 

impression changes.PREVIEW



Check It

Strengthened: The ending was extremely surprising.

Softened: The water was slightly cold.

The intensifier changes the force without changing the main judgement 

word.PREVIEW



Authors Shape Readers

Authors choose evaluative language to guide our impressions.

Positive choices can invite admiration. Negative choices can create 

doubt, dislike or concern.
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Character Evidence Lens

Look for evaluation in four places:

• appearance

• actions

• speech

• thoughts and feelings

Combine clues before deciding how the author wants us to view a character.PREVIEW



Guided Passage: Mr Bramble

Mr Bramble stormed into the room and dropped a messy pile of papers 

on the desk. He snapped, "Sit down now," then glared at anyone who 

moved. His impatient tapping filled the uncomfortable silence.

Which words shape a negative view?PREVIEW



Check It: Mr Bramble

stormed • messy • snapped • glared • impatient • uncomfortable

These choices make Mr Bramble seem angry, disorganised and 

unpleasant. The verbs and adjectives work together to shape the reader's 

view.PREVIEW



You Do: Lina

Lina carefully gathered the spilled pencils. "We can fix this together," she 

said warmly. Her thoughtful plan helped everyone finish on time.

Identify the evaluative words and explain the view they create.
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Review

1. Classify a word as positive, neutral or negative.

2. Compare two words by force.

3. State an opinion and support it with a reason.

4. Explain how one author choice shapes the reader.

PREVIEW



Well Done!
Use one precise evaluative word 

today.

PREVIEW
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Evaluative Language 
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Question 1 • True or False

Evaluative language can show a positive or negative judgement.

True or false?

PREVIEW



Answer 1

TRUE

Evaluative language expresses a judgement. That judgement may be 

positive, neutral or negative.

PREVIEW



Question 2 • Multiple Choice

Which sentence is neutral?

A. The concert was spectacular.

B. The concert began at seven.

C. The concert was dreadful.

D. The concert was absolutely brilliant.PREVIEW



Answer 2

B. The concert began at seven.

It states a fact without an evaluative judgement.

PREVIEW



Question 3 • Short Answer

Find the evaluative word in this sentence:

The puppy gave us an adorable look.

PREVIEW



Answer 3

adorable

It creates a strong positive view of the puppy.

PREVIEW



Question 4 • Multiple Choice

Which word has the greatest force?

A. warm

B. hot

C. boiling

D. mildPREVIEW



Answer 4

C. boiling

One reasonable continuum is:

mild  → warm  → hot  → boiling

PREVIEW



Question 5 • True or False

Extremely is an intensifier.

True or false?

PREVIEW



Answer 5

TRUE

An intensifier changes the strength of an evaluation: extremely surprising 

is stronger than surprising.

PREVIEW



Question 6 • Multiple Choice

Which sentence gives an opinion and a reason?

A. Lunch begins at one.

B. The oval is large.

C. The reading break is valuable because it helps students reset.

D. We read outside.PREVIEW



Answer 6

C. The reading break is valuable because it helps students reset.

Valuable states the judgement, and the because-clause gives the reason.

PREVIEW



Question 7 • Short Answer

Replace nice with a precise positive word.

The class created a nice display.

PREVIEW



Answer 7

Possible answers:

The class created a brilliant display.

The class created an impressive display.

The class created a beautiful display.PREVIEW



Question 8 • Multiple Choice

The author writes: "Kai calmly shared his lunch with the new student."

How does the author want readers to view Kai?

A. selfish  B. kind  C. careless  D. impatient

PREVIEW



Answer 8

B. kind

The words calmly and shared provide evidence for a positive view of Kai.

PREVIEW



Question Nine • True or False

Might is more forceful than must.

True or false?

PREVIEW



Answer Nine

FALSE

Must has greater force because it expresses a strong requirement. Might 

shows possibility.
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Question 10 • Short Answer

Write one evaluative sentence about a character. Then explain how your 

word choice shapes the reader's view.
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Answer 10 • Sample Response

Mia bravely stepped between the frightened puppy and the busy road.

Bravely creates a positive view because it presents Mia as courageous 

and caring.

PREVIEW



Well Done!
You identified, compared and used 

evaluative language.
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