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Use word histories and word parts
to unlock meaning.

The study of
where words

PREFIX — added before a base

SUFFIX — added after a base

Example: transport = trans- (across)

+ port (carry)
\. il wil TP/
r )
SPOT ¢ SEPARATE ¢ INFER ¢ CHECK
bio = life — biology @ 1. Spot a familiar part.
| spect = look — inspect @ 2. Separate the word parts.

pre- = before — preview @ 3. Infer a likely meaning.

: @ 4. Check the sentence or a dictionary.
-less = without — careless

A - _/

A root clue starts an inference;
context confirms it.
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GREEK ROOTS
REFERENCE

PHON — sound or voice
©

microphone ¢ phonics

J

PHOTOQ — tignt

photograph e photosynthesis

\‘ GRAPH — write or record
o

autograph e« graphic

\ TELE — far or distant
f ©

~\

telephone ¢ telescope

J

Look for a familiar root, infer a meaning,

then check the context. _
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REFERENCE

-

BENE - good or well

benefit ¢ benevolent

DICT - say or tell

predict ¢ dictionary 2 erupt ¢ rupture

DUCT —e " SCRIB / SCRIPT — write

aqueduc describe ¢ manuscript
J ~,

W P
FRART — break . SPECT — look or see

fracture « fraction inspect ¢ spectator

N

JECT — throw VOC - call or voice

reject ¢ projectile vocal ¢ vocabulary ,
s 4

)
L4

Look for a familiar root,
infer a meaning,
= then check the context.
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Name: Date:

DIGGING UP ROOT MEANINGS — PAGE 1

Study each word family. Underline the shared root, then infer its meaning.

MODEL

tele — telephone, telescope — likely meaning: far or distant

ROOT WORD FAMILY INFERRED MEANING

bio biology, biography
chrono chronology, chronicle

geo geography, geology

hydr hydrate, hydraulic
micro microscope, mic Ism
photo

dict

port transport, portable
spect inspect, spectator

rupt erupt, rupture

ROOT REASONING

Choose one row. Explain which parts of the example words helped you infer the root meaning.
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Name: ANSWERS

Date:

DIGGING UP ROOT MEANINGS — PAGE 1

Study each word family. Underline the shared root, then infer its meaning.

MODEL

tele — telephone, telescope — likely meaning: far or distant

ROOT WORD FAMILY INFERRED MEANING
bio biology, biography life

chrono chronology, chronicle ti
geo geography, geology eXh
hydr hydrate, hydraulic water

micro microscope, mic Ism small

photo light
dict say or tell
port transport, portable carry

spect inspect, spectator look or see
rupt erupt, rupture break

ROOT REASONING

Choose one row. Explain which parts of the example words helped you infer the root meaning.

The words inspect and spectator both contain spect. Inspect involves looking

closely and a spectator watches, so spect likely means ‘look or see’.
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Name: Date:

DIGGING UP ROOT MEANINGS — PAGE 2

Use a familiar root and the sentence context to infer each
bold word’s likely meaning.

\§

The scientist placed the tiny organism under a microscope.
Root clue:

Likely meaning:

B The class arranged the events in chronological order.

Root clue:

Likely meaning:

The guide inspected every bridge before the

Root clue:
Likely meaning: \

n The emergency kit was portabl

Root clue:

Likely meaning:

B The volcano erupte e built underground.

Root clue:

Likely meaning!

ﬂ The jury announced a verdict after hearing the evidence.
Root clue:

Likely meaning:

CHALLENGE — EXPLAIN YOUR REASONING

A. A cartographer created a detailed map of the coastline. What root do you notice,
and what might cartographer mean?

B. A benevolent donor supported the community library. What root do you notice,
and what might benevolent mean?
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Name: _ANSWERS Date:

DIGGING UP ROOT MEANINGS — PAGE 2

Use a familiar root and the sentence context to infer each
bold word’s likely meaning.

n The scientist placed the tiny organism under a microscope.
Root clue: _micro = small

Likely meaning: an instrument for viewing very small things

H The class arranged the events in chronological order.
Root clue: chrono = time

Likely meaning: _arranged in time order

ﬂ The guide inspected every bridge before thgdike,
Root clue: _spect = look or see

Likely meaning: _looked at closely

n The emergency kit was portahl’eno arry.
Root clue: _port = carry
Likely meaning: _eas e

ﬂ The volcano eru

r

presstre built underground.

Root clue:

Likely meaning: Wgirst or broke out

ﬂ The jury announced a verdict after hearing the evidence.
Root clue: dict = say or tell

Likely meaning: _a formal decision that is announced

CHALLENGE — EXPLAIN YOUR REASONING

A. A cartographer created a detailed map of the coastline. What root do you notice,
and what might cartographer mean?

graph = write or record; a cartographer is a person who makes or records maps.

B. A benevolent donor supported the community library. What root do you notice,
and what might benevolent mean?

bene = good or well; benevolent means kind and generous.
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Name:

For each root, circle GREEK or LATIN. Then write the root meaning.

Date:

GREEK OR LATIN?

ROOT EXAMPLE ORIGIN NING
bio biology GREEK / LATIN
chrono chronology GREEK / LATI
geo geology GREEK / \
graph autograph GR LARIN
hydr hydrate GRESK / LATIN
photo photogra / LATIN
bene REEK / LATIN
dict GREEK / LATIN
port GREEK / LATIN
rupt eruption GREEK / LATIN
spect inspect GREEK / LATIN
vocC vocal GREEK / LATIN
APPLY

Choose two example words. Explain how each root meaning connects to the whole word.

j I
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Name:

ANSWERS

Date:

GREEK OR LATIN?

For each root, circle GREEK or LATIN. Then write the root meaning.

ROOT EXAMPLE ORIGIN NING

bio biology (GREEK)/ LATIN

chrono chronology / LATI e

geo geology

graph autograph write or record

hydr hydrate water

photo light

bene good or well

dict say or tell

port carry

rupt eruption break

spect inspect look or see

voC vocal GREEK call or voice
APPLY

Choose two example words. Explain how each root meaning connects to the whole word.
1. bio means life; biology is the study of life.

2. port means carry; transport means carry from place to place.
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Name:

Date:

PREFIX PUZZLES

Match each prefix to a base or root to form a real word.
Write the matching letter, then write the completed word.

N\

1. re- d A. social
2. un- C1I B. view
3. i q C. cast
4. inter- D N
5. trans-

estimate
6. sub-
7. pre- a
B san H. write
9. over- q . certain
10. fore- CIr J. national

7

.

1. rewrite

Prefix meaning:

>

EXPLAIN THE CHANGE

2. international

Prefix meaning:

Whole-word meaning:

Whole-word meaning:

7

3. submarine

4. overestimate

Prefix meaning:

Prefix meaning:

Whole-word meaning:

Whole-word meaning:

Vet
ZIZY
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Name:

ANSWERS Date:

PREFIX PUZZLES  <wio

Match each prefix to a base or root to form a real word. /!

Write the matching letter, then write the completed word.
1. re- H rewrite C: K. soeial b
2. un- I uncertain d] B. view :3
3. dis- D disagree d C. cast :3
4. inter- J international
5. trans- G transport

i estimate b
6. sub- E submarine
7. pre- B preview port :3
g. ailic A H. write :3
9. over- F over q l. certain :3
10. fore- C & ‘ d J. national b
" ) EXPLAIN THE CHANGE

1. rewrite

Prefix meaning:

again Prefix meaning:

2. international

between

Whole-word meaning: write again Whole-word mean

ing: _involving or between nations

3. submarine

Prefix meaning:

under Prefix meaning:

4. overestimate

o

too much

Whole-word meaning: _a vessel that travels under the sea Whole-word mean

ing: estimate too high

7 A
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Name: Date:

\\. ADDING AFFIXES IN CONTEXT — PAGE 1

Combine each affix and base. Write the completed word, then explain how the affix changes
the meaning.

P

AFFIX BASE COMPLETED WORD CHANGE IN MEANING
re- construct
un- reliable
dis- connect
pre- heat
-less care
-ment deve
-able read
-ive create

& USE IT PRECISELY

Choose two completed words. Write one clear sentence for each.

1.
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Name: ANSWERS

\\. ADDING AFFIXES IN CONTEXT — PAGE 1)

Date:

Combine each affix and base. Write the completed word, then explain how the affix changes

the meaning.
AFFIX BASE COMPLETED WORD CHANGE IN MEANING
re- construct reconstruct construct again
un- reliable unreliable
dis- connect disconnect separate the connection
pre- heat preheat heat beforehand
-less care les without care
-ment deve development the process or result of developing
-able read readable able to be read
-ive create creative having or showing imagination

& USE IT PRECISELY

Choose two completed words. Write one clear sentence for each.

1. The crew will reconstruct the damaged bridge.

2. The instructions were readable from the back row.
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Name: Date:

ADDING AFFIXES IN CONTEXT — PAGE 2

Choose an affix from the bank. Complete each sentence, write the whole word,
and explain the meaning change.

s

AFFIX BANK: re- un- dis- inter- -able

\,

-ive

1. | After the storm, workers had to ___build the footbridge. (build)
Whole word:

Meaning change:

2. | Because the sample was tiny, the conclusion was reRgble. (reliable)
Whole word:

Meaning change:

3. | Switch off the power and ____connecfth e. nect)
Whole word:

Meaning change:

4. | Scientists from four cou
Whole word:

es fgrmed ah ___ national team. (national)

Meaning change:

B. | The repeati

Whole wor

ecame predict___. (predict)

Meaning chan

6. | The engineer proposed a create____ solution. (create)
Whole word:

Meaning change:

JUSTIFY YOUR CHOICE

A. How does unreliable differ from reliable?

B. How is international related to national?

J

LLLLLLLL



Name: ANSWERS Date:

ADDING AFFIXES IN CONTEXT — PAGE 2

Choose an affix from the bank. Complete each sentence, write the whole word,
and explain the meaning change.

7

AFFIX BANK: re- un- dis- inter- -able -ive

1. | After the storm, workers had to _re build the footbridge. (build)
Whole word: rebuild

Meaning change: __build again

2. | Because the sample was tiny, the conclusion was reNgble. (reliable)

Whole word: unreliable

Meaning change: __not reliable

3. | Switch off the power and dis conneciath e. nect)

Whole word: disconnect

Meaning change: __separate oggreak Qe coifhection

4. | Scientists from four counjffes fgrmed ah inter national team. (national)

Whole word:

Meaning change: volving nations

5. | The repeati

Whole wor: prec

became predictable. (predict)

ictable

Meaning chan able to be predicted

6. | The engineer proposed a create ive solution. (create)

Whole word: creative

Meaning change: having or showing imagination

JUSTIFY YOUR CHOICE

A. How does unreliable differ from reliable?
un- changes reliable to its opposite: it cannot be depended on.

B. How is international related to national?
inter- means between; international involves two or more nations.

J
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Name: Date:

ETYMOLOGY IN CONTEXT

Read the passage. Use word parts and context to infer each bold word’s likely meaning. " —————-—o0S

p )
DEEP-SEA DISCOVERY

At the Coastal Science Museum, Year 6 students followed a chronological

display about ocean exploration. A biography of marine scientist Asha Malik

explained how she studied aquatic life from a small submarine.

Her team transported a portable microscope and an und@water

microphone to the research vessel. Before each dive,

inspected every cable and predicted the safest rogte.

photographed unusual organisms and record eir

TARGET WORD WORD-PART CL \ LIKELY MEANING
chronological

biography
aquatic

submarine

/7
S

transported

microscope

microphone

inspected

CONFIRM WITH CONTEXT

Choose one inference. Explain which passage detail confirmed or refined your meaning.




ANSWERS

Name: Date:

ETYMOLOGY IN CONTEXT

Read the passage. Use word parts and context to infer each bold word’s likely meaning. ——\"————————-/

= —
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- ——
—_—

(7

N
DEEP-SEA DISCOVERY

At the Coastal Science Museum, Year 6 students followed a chronological

display about ocean exploration. A biography of marine scientist Asha Malik

explained how she studied aquatic life from a small submarine.

Her team transported a portable microscope and an und§water

microphone to the research vessel. Before each dive,

inspected every cable and predicted the safest ro

photographed unusual organisms and recordegltheir

TARGET WORD WORD-PART CL \‘ LIKELY MEANING
chronological chrono = arranged in time order
biography a written account of a life
aquatic relating to water
submarine under; mar = sea a vessel that travels under the sea
transported trans = across; port = carry carried from place to place
microscope micro = small; scope = look an instrument for viewing small objects
microphone micro = small; phon = sound an instrument that captures or amplifies sound
inspected spect = look or see looked at carefully

CONFIRM WITH CONTEXT
Choose one inference. Explain which passage detail confirmed or refined your meaning.

The team moved equipment to the research vessel,

confirming that transported means carried from one
place to another.
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Name: Date:

ETYMOLOGY AND WORD MEANING — ASSESSMENT PAGE 1
Total: ___ /20

SECTION A — MULTIPLE CHOICE (4 marks)

Circle one answer.

1. Etymology is the study of:
A. how words rhyme B. where words come from and how they develop
C. sentence punctuation D. alphabetical order

2. Which root means carry?

A. bio B. port D. chrono

3. The word preview most likely means:

A. view after B. view before D. view twice

4. The suffix in careless changes the word to mean:

A. full of care B. without care D. care again

SECTION B — DECONSTRUCT AND INFER (12 mar
Break each word into useful parts. Record the g of

WORD USEFUL PAR WHOLE-WORD MEANING

5. transport

6. microscope

7. prediction

8. biography

SECTION C — TRUE OR FALSE WITH EVIDENCE (4 marks)
Circle TRUE or FALSE, then justify your answer.

9. Roots always give the complete exact meaning without context. TRUE / FALSE

Evidence:

10. Biology contains a root that means life. TRUE / FALSE

Evidence:

Sukindi




Name: ANSWERS Date: ng/

ETYMOLOGY AND WORD MEANING — ASSESSMENT PAGE 1
Total: 20 /20

SECTION A — MULTIPLE CHOICE (4 marks)

Circle one answer.

1. Etymology is the study of:
A. how words rhyme where words come from and how they develop
C. sentence punctuation D. alphabetical order

2. Which root means carry?
A. bio port

D. chrono

3. The word preview most likely means:
A. view after view before

4. The suffix in careless changes the word to mean:

A. full of care without care

SECTION B — DECONSTRUCT AND INFER (12 mar
Break each word into useful parts. Record the g of

D. view twice

D. care again

WORD WHOLE-WORD MEANING

5. transport carry across or from place to place

6. microscope an instrument for viewing small objects

7. prediction  dict = say or tell; -ion = act or process | a statement about what will happen

8. biography bio = life; graph = write a written account of a person’s life

SECTION C — TRUE OR FALSE WITH EVIDENCE (4 marks)
Circle TRUE or FALSE, then justify your answer.

9. Roots always give the complete exact meaning without context. TRUE /

Evidence: _Roots give useful clues, but context must confirm the meaning.

10. Biology contains a root that means life. FALSE

Evidence: bio means life.
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Name: Date:

ETYMOLOGY AND WORD MEANING — ASSESSMENT PAGE 2
Page total: ___ /20

SECTION D — WORDS IN A NEW CONTEXT (8 marks)
Read the passage. Use word parts and context to infer meaning.

GREENHOUSE RECOVERY
After a storm damaged the school greenhouse, the eco-club planned its
reconstruction. The team designed transportable seed trays for a microclimate

experiment. Before planting, students inspected each tray and¢predicted which

position would receive enough light for photosynthesis. T,
observations in chronological order and discussed whgther

reliable.

TARGET WORD USEFUL PARTS LIKELY MEANING

11. reconstruction

12. transportable

13. microclimate

14. photosynthesis

SECTION E — EXPLAIN YOUR REASONING (12 marks)
Use complete sentences and precise word-part evidence.

15. Choose inspected or predicted. Break the word into useful parts and explain how the passage confirms its meaning.

16. How would adding un- change reliable? Explain the new word and its meaning.

17. Write one accurate sentence using a word with a Greek or Latin root. Underline the root and explain its meaning.
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Name: ANSWERS Date:

ETYMOLOGY AND WORD MEANING — ASSESSMENT PAGE 2
1 _J : Page total: 20 /20
2

SECTION D — WORDS IN A NEW CONTEXT (8 marks)
Read the passage. Use word parts and context to infer meaning.

GREENHOUSE RECOVERY
After a storm damaged the school greenhouse, the eco-club planned its
reconstruction. The team designed transportable seed trays for a microclimate

experiment. Before planting, students inspected each tray and¢predicted which

position would receive enough light for photosynthesis. T, rded
observations in chronological order and discussed whgther ts were
reliable.
TARGET WORD USEFUL PARTS LIKELY MEANING
11. reconstruction re = again; construct

: the process of building again
-ion = process

12. transportable able to be carried or moved

13. microclimate

the climate of a small area

’ the process plants use light

f synthesis = put together to make food

14. photosynthesis

SECTION E — EXPLAIN YOUR REASONING (12 marks)

Use complete sentences and precise word-part evidence.
15. Choose inspected or predicted. Break the word into useful parts and explain how the passage confirms its meaning.

Inspected contains spect, meaning look or see. The students checked each tray before

planting, confirming that inspected means looked at carefully.

16. How would adding un- change reliable? Explain the new word and its meaning.

Adding un- forms unreliable. un- means not, so unreliable means not able to be

depended on.

17. Write one accurate sentence using a word with a Greek or Latin root. Underline the root and explain its meaning.

The portable radio was easy to carry. The root port means carry.
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Learning Focus




What Is Etymolog \
\

Etymology is the study of where words@om&aronind how ey develop.
A word can travel betw n es gild ch e 'gound, spelling or

meaning.

Its histe « s usefulclues.



Four Useful Word Pards \
N

conn@ stand alone.

ot.




ee orword role.

ning.




Greek Roots



More Greek Root




Latin Roots

1\



More Latin Roots







Suffixes Add Meaninger\gole\ ‘

\



Build a Word Famil I




A Four-Step Stratec




Guided Practice

transport = trans (across) + port (corr



Challenge Practice

biodegradable = bio (life) + degradablelob|§ko bRk dow



Let Context Confirm the ‘X

The submarine descended beneath the @ av

sub (under) + mar/ m r-samvessel.



Apply and Explai \
\

Oor germomelgr.

Choose one word: intercontinental, benioc
Mark each root and offi

Write the meaning
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Question |

Wor
words develop
of syllables in words

D. Handwriting styles




Answer | \

B. W grgiaiigéli:ih\;d'ezop
Etymolo S ords coe® from and how their forms or

gs changed.




Question 2 \

\

er




\\" 2

Englist @ OWER and adaipted words from many longuages.




Question 3 \
\ v
ort er:
ot @Woes the lotin root spect mean?




Answer 3 \

spe Nor\ye
clO@e inspegt,

spectator and retrospective.




Question U

What does tr
A. rof plocgto place

I

rite below

D. Measure heat




Answer 4 \

\ \

place to place

or

aond port means carry.

A. CREIrY OCL@SS
@ MR s ocr




Question S

SE\

xplain what it adds to the

\\

\

1
Ident] eview on

eaning.




Answer S \

T refi N}efore
\v@ u som

Ing before the full event or release.




Question 6

What doe

person cares
ithout care

D. Care again




\ v
NGFE

Th@suffix -1ass means without.




Question 7

\\

\

Tru fome?

Biolo N rd part ning life with a word part

ning study.







Question 8

\\

\

Ner
Break I eaning arts and explain the likely

eaning.




Answer 8 \

u}ates to the sea.

sub- mean$AInder
@ rin@®s a vessgl that travels under the sea.




Question 9

What does

or tell rehand
ry together

D. Write again




N\
%Nrehand
@ earbe

foreand dict means say or tell.




Question 10 \

\

ort er:

graphguggest in the word photography?




Answer 10

\\

\

eons write or record.

r recording of images using light.
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