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Etymology

PREVIEW
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Learning Focus

Explain how word histories reveal meaning.

Identify roots, prefixes and suffixes.

Use common Greek and Latin word elements.

Infer unfamiliar words, then check the sentence context.

Build and explain words from related parts.PREVIEW



What Is Etymology?

Etymology is the study of where words come from and how they develop.

A word can travel between languages and change its sound, spelling or 

meaning.

Its history often preserves useful clues.

photograph: photo (light) + graph (write or record)

The parts suggest an image recorded using light.PREVIEW



Four Useful Word Parts

Base word — a meaningful word that can stand alone.

Root — the central meaning, even when it cannot stand alone.

Prefix — a part added before a base or root.

Suffix — a part added after a base or root.

One word may contain several meaningful parts.PREVIEW



Why Word Origins Help

A familiar root gives you a strong first clue.

Affixes show position, time, direction, degree or word role.

Related words reveal a shared family meaning.

Context confirms whether your inference fits the sentence.

A dictionary can verify the word's origin and current meaning.PREVIEW



Greek Roots

bio — life: biology, biography

geo — earth: geography, geology

graph — write or record: autograph, graphic

photo — light: photograph, photosynthesis

phon — sound: telephone, phonicsPREVIEW



More Greek Roots

chrono — time: chronology, chronological

micro — small: microscope, microchip

tele — far: television, teleconference

therm — heat: thermometer, thermal

hydr — water: hydrate, hydroelectricPREVIEW



Latin Roots

dict — say or tell: predict, dictate

duct — lead or guide: conduct, aqueduct

port — carry: transport, portable

rupt — break: rupture, interrupt

spect — look or see: inspect, spectatorPREVIEW



More Latin Roots

scrib / script — write: describe, manuscript

vid / vis — see: video, visible

voc — voice or call: vocal, vocabulary

ject — throw: eject, project

bene — good or well: benefit, benevolentPREVIEW



Prefixes Shift Meaning

re- — again or back: rewrite

pre- — before: preview

sub- — under: submarine

inter- — between: international

trans- — across: transport     anti- — against: antifreezePREVIEW



Suffixes Add Meaning or Role

-logy — study of: biology

-able — capable of: readable

-less — without: careless

-ment — action or result: movement

-ist — a person connected with: scientistPREVIEW



Build a Word Family

Start with spect: look or see.

inspect — look into closely

spectator — a person who watches

retrospective — looking back

perspective — a way of viewing something

The shared root guides us; affixes and context refine the meaning.PREVIEW



A Four-Step Strategy

1. SPOT a familiar root, prefix or suffix.

2. SEPARATE the word into meaningful parts.

3. INFER a possible meaning by combining the clues.

4. CHECK the sentence and a reliable dictionary.

Revise your inference if the context does not fit.PREVIEW



Guided Practice

transport = trans (across) + port (carry)

Likely meaning: carry from one place to another.

preview = pre (before) + view (see)

Likely meaning: see before the full event or release.

microphone = micro (small) + phon (sound)

A device that turns small sound vibrations into a signal.PREVIEW



Challenge Practice

biodegradable = bio (life) + degradable (able to break down)

Can be broken down naturally by living organisms.

retrospective = retro (backwards) + spect (look)

A look back at past events or work.

aquatic = aqua (water) + -ic (relating to)

Relating to water or living in water.PREVIEW



Let Context Confirm the Clue

The submarine descended beneath the waves.

sub (under) + mar / mari (sea) suggests an under-sea vessel.

The sentence confirms that inference.

Her prediction described what might happen tomorrow.

pre (before) + dict (say) suggests saying something beforehand.

The time clue tomorrow confirms the meaning.PREVIEW



Apply and Explain

Choose one word: intercontinental, benefactor or thermometer.

Mark each root and affix you recognise.

Write the meaning clue contributed by each part.

Combine the clues into a likely definition.

Use a sentence or dictionary entry to confirm or revise it.

Explain your reasoning to a partner.PREVIEW



Well Done!

PREVIEW
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Etymology Quiz

PREVIEW
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Question 1

What does etymology study?

A. The length of words

B. Word origins and how words develop

C. The number of syllables in words

D. Handwriting stylesPREVIEW



Answer 1

B. Word origins and how words develop

Etymology traces where words came from and how their forms or 

meanings changed.

PREVIEW



Question 2

True or false?

Every English word began in English.

PREVIEW



Answer 2

False.

English has borrowed and adapted words from many languages.

PREVIEW



Question 3

Short answer:

What does the Latin root spect mean?

PREVIEW



Answer 3

spect means look or see.

Examples include inspect, spectator and retrospective.

PREVIEW



Question 4

What does transport most nearly mean?

A. Carry across or from place to place

B. Look again

C. Write below

D. Measure heatPREVIEW



Answer 4

A. Carry across or from place to place

trans means across, and port means carry.

PREVIEW



Question 5

Short answer:

Identify the prefix in preview and explain what it adds to the 

meaning.

PREVIEW



Answer 5

The prefix is pre-, meaning before.

A preview lets you view something before the full event or release.

PREVIEW



Question 6

What does -less add to careless?

A. Full of care

B. A person who cares

C. Without care

D. Care againPREVIEW



Answer 6

C. Without care

The suffix -less means without.

PREVIEW



Question 7

True or false?

Biology combines a word part meaning life with a word part 

meaning study.

PREVIEW



Answer 7

True.

bio means life, and -logy means study of.

PREVIEW



Question 8

Short answer:

Break submarine into meaningful parts and explain the likely 

meaning.

PREVIEW



Answer 8

sub- means under, and mar / mari relates to the sea.

A submarine is a vessel that travels under the sea.

PREVIEW



Question 9

What does predict most nearly mean?

A. Look behind

B. Say or tell beforehand

C. Carry together

D. Write againPREVIEW



Answer 9

B. Say or tell beforehand

pre- means before, and dict means say or tell.

PREVIEW



Question 10

Short answer:

What do photo and graph suggest in the word photography?

PREVIEW



Answer 10

photo means light, and graph means write or record.

Photography is the making or recording of images using light.

PREVIEW



Well Done!

PREVIEW
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