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Equal Sharing and
Grouping
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Learning Goal

We are learning to share and group objects equally.

I can:
• make equal shares

• make groups of a given size
• check by counting or subitising
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Equal Means the Same

An equal share gives the same amount to every group.

If one group has more or less, the share is not equal.
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Equal or Not Equal?

Compare each group.

Equal: 3 and 3
Not equal: 4 and 2

Ask: Does every group have the same amount?
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How to Share Equally

1. Make the groups.
2. Deal one object to each group.

3. Keep going one at a time.
4. Count or subitise to check.
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Let’s Share 8

Share 8 counters between 2 mats.

Deal one counter to each mat until none remain.

How many will be on each mat?
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Answer: 4 Each

8 counters shared between 2 mats gives 4 on each mat.

4 + 4 = 8
Both shares are equal.
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Let’s Share 9

Share 9 shells among 3 buckets.

Deal one shell to each bucket.

How many will be in each bucket?
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Answer: 3 Each

9 shells shared among 3 buckets gives 3 in each bucket.

3 + 3 + 3 = 9
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Grouping Is Different

Grouping asks: How many equal groups can I make?

The group size is already known.
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Make Groups of 2

Make groups of 2 from 10 counters.

Circle 2 counters at a time.

How many groups can you make?
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Answer: 5 Groups

10 counters make 5 groups of 2.

2 + 2 + 2 + 2 + 2 = 10
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Sharing and Grouping

Sharing: the number of groups is known.
Example: Share 12 among 3 groups.

Grouping: the size of each group is known.
Example: Make groups of 3 from 12.
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What Is a Leftover?

A leftover is an item that cannot be placed without making the groups 
unequal.

Leftovers stay outside the equal groups.
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Let’s Share 7

Share 7 counters between 2 mats.

Deal one at a time.

How many in each group?
How many are left over?
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Answer: 3 Each, 1 Left

3 counters go on each mat.

1 counter is left over.

3 + 3 + 1 = 7
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Count or Subitise

Count when you need to touch each object.

Subitise when you recognise a small amount quickly.

Use either strategy to check equal groups.
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Try It With Counters

Use 12 counters.

• Share them into 2 equal groups.
• Share them into 3 equal groups.

• Make groups of 4.

Explain how you checked.
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I Can Check My Work

✓ Every group has the same amount.
✓ I counted or subitised.
✓ I noticed any leftovers.
✓ I can explain my strategy.
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Well Done!
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Equal Sharing and
Grouping Quiz
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Question 1

Share 6 apples between 2 baskets.

A. 2 each
B. 3 each
C. 4 each
D. 6 each

PREVIEW



Answer 1

B. 3 each

3 + 3 = 6
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Question 2

True or false?

A share of 4 counters and 4 counters is equal.
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Answer 2

True

Both groups have 4.
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Question 3

Share 8 stars among 4 mats.

How many stars are on each mat?
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Answer 3

2 on each mat

2 + 2 + 2 + 2 = 8
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Question 4

Make groups of 2 from 10 buttons.

How many groups?

A. 2    B. 5
C. 10   D. 12
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Answer 4

B. 5 groups

Five groups of 2 make 10.
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Question 5

True or false?

7 objects shared between 2 groups has no leftover.
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Answer 5

False

3 go in each group and 1 is left over.
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Question 6

Share 9 shells among 3 buckets.

How many shells are in each bucket?
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Answer 6

3 in each bucket

3 + 3 + 3 = 9
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Question 7

Which result is equal?

A. 4 and 4
B. 3 and 5
C. 2 and 6
D. 1 and 7
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Answer 7

A. 4 and 4

Both groups have the same amount.
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Question 8

Make groups of 3 from 12 counters.

How many groups?
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Answer 8

4 groups

3 + 3 + 3 + 3 = 12
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Question 9

True or false?

A leftover is an item that cannot be placed without making groups 
unequal.

PREVIEW



Answer 9

True

A leftover stays outside the equal groups.
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Question 10

Share 11 flowers between 2 vases.

A. 4 each, 3 left
B. 5 each, 1 left

C. 6 each, none left
D. 3 each, 5 left
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Answer 10

B. 5 each, 1 left

5 + 5 + 1 = 11
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Well Done!
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