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Elapsed Time - Year 4

PR
EV
IEW

https://sukindi.com.au
Alex
Preview

Alex
Preview

Alex
Preview



Learning Goal

We are learning to calculate elapsed time between events.

We will use number lines, T-charts and Z-charts to solve time 

problems.PR
EV
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What Is Elapsed Time?

Elapsed time is the amount of time that passes between a start time 

and a finish time.

It answers the question: how long did it take?PR
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Start, Finish and Duration

Start time: when the event begins.

Finish time: when the event ends.

Elapsed time: the duration between them.PR
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Why It Matters

Elapsed time helps us read timetables, plan trips, follow schedules, 

cook, train, read and arrive on time.
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Friendly Time Chunks

Break time into friendly chunks.

Jump to the next hour, add whole hours, then add the remaining 

minutes.PR
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Number Line Strategy

Draw a line from start to finish.

Add jumps above the line.

Add the jumps to find the elapsed time.PR
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Worked Number Line

Start: 7:55

Finish: 10:30

Jumps: 35 min + 1 h + 1 h

Elapsed time: 2 h 35 minPR
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T-Chart Strategy

Use columns for Start, Jumps and Finish.

List each jump in order so your thinking is easy to check.
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Z-Chart Strategy

A Z-chart can bridge to the next hour, then jump by whole hours, 

then finish with minutes.

It is useful when times cross an hour.PR
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Find the Finish Time

If you know the start time and elapsed time, add the elapsed time.

Example: 12:15 plus 2 h 20 min is 2:35.
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Find the Start Time

If you know the finish time and elapsed time, count backwards.

Example: finish 11:20, elapsed 45 min, start 10:35.
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Crossing Noon or Midnight

Watch am and pm carefully.

A time can pass from morning to afternoon, or from one day to the 

next.PR
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Timetable Problems

Read the start and finish times in the table.

Find the duration for one event or the time between two events.
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Check Your Answer

Ask: Is the duration reasonable?

Did I include hours and minutes?

Did I cross an hour, noon or pm?PR
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Common Mistakes

Starting from the wrong time.

Forgetting the minutes.

Mixing am and pm.

Writing only a number without units.PR
EV
IEW

Alex
Preview

Alex
Preview

Alex
Preview



Your Turn

Choose a strategy.

Show your jumps.

Write the answer using h and min or hours and minutes.PR
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This Week

You will practise finish times, elapsed times, missing times, timetable 

questions and multi-step time problems.
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Well Done!
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Elapsed Time - Year 4 
Quiz
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Question 1
Multiple choice: What does elapsed time mean?

A. the start time only

B. the finish time only

C. the time between two events

D. the date of an eventPR
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Answer 1

C. Elapsed time is the time between two events.
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Question 2

True or false?

From 7:20 am to 8:05 am is 45 minutes.
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Answer 2

True. 7:20 to 8:00 is 40 min, then 5 min more.
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Question 3

Short answer: Start at 9:35 am. Add 1 h 20 min.

What is the finish time?
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Answer 3

10:55 am.
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Question 4
Multiple choice: Which jump is best for 10:35 am to 11:00 am?

A. 5 min

B. 15 min

C. 25 min

D. 35 minPR
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Answer 4

C. 25 min.
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Question 5

True or false?

A T-chart can help organise start time, jumps and finish time.
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Answer 5

True.
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Question 6

Short answer: How much time passes from 2:45 pm to 5:10 pm?

PR
EV
IEW

Alex
Preview

Alex
Preview

Alex
Preview



Answer 6

2 h 25 min.
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Question 7
Multiple choice: A movie starts at 1:30 pm and runs for 1 h 45 min. It 

finishes at:

A. 2:45 pm

B. 3:00 pm

C. 3:15 pm

D. 3:45 pm
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Answer 7

C. 3:15 pm.
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Question 8

True or false?

If a finish time is 7:20 pm and the elapsed time is 50 min, the start 

time is 6:30 pm.PR
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Answer 8

True.
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Question 9

Short answer: A workshop runs from 11:15 am to 12:30 pm.

How long is the workshop?
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Answer 9

1 h 15 min.
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Question 10
Multiple choice: Which strategy bridges to the next hour first?

A. spelling list

B. Z-chart

C. place value chart

D. tally chartPR
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Answer 10

B. Z-chart.
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Great Work!
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