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DREAMING SOLDIERS
BOOK STUDY
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OUR LEARNING JOURNEY

• Predict and question

• Track character evidence

• Explore compound and figurative language

• Make connections and shift perspective

• Respond to history with respect
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PREDICT WITH EVIDENCE

• Examine the cover and blurb

• Notice precise details

• Connect relevant prior knowledge

• Predict: I think … because …
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ASK STRONG QUESTIONS

Before: What might happen?

During: What has changed?

After: Which questions remain?

Strong questions grow from evidence.
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CHARACTER EVIDENCE

Look at appearance, actions and dialogue.

Notice thoughts, reactions and relationships.

Ask: What does this detail reveal?
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TRACK JIMMY AND JOHNNO

1. Collect evidence for each character.

2. Compare what they say and do.

3. Explain what each detail reveals.
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CAUSE AND CHANGE

EVENT → RESPONSE → CHANGE

Name the event.

Describe the response.

Prove the change with one detail.
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COMPOUND WORDS

camp + fire = campfire

water + hole = waterhole

every + one = everyone

end + less = endless

Combined words can sharpen meaning.
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CHECK THE CONTEXT

1. Read the whole sentence.

2. Test the compound word.

3. Reread for meaning.

4. Explain why it fits.
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FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE

Simile compares with like or as.

Personification gives something human action.

Both help readers picture and feel.
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SIMILES

“The moon was like a silver coin. ”

What two things are compared?

What picture or feeling does it create?
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PERSONIFICATION

“The wind knocked at the window. ”

What human action is given to the wind?

How does it change the mood?
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VISUALISE WITH EVIDENCE

1. Select key words.

2. Imagine sight, sound and feeling.

3. Check your picture against the text.

Evidence comes before illustration.
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MAKE CONNECTIONS

Text- to- self: my experience

Text- to- text: another text

Text- to- world: a wider event or idea

Explain the link with evidence.
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PERSPECTIVE

A character ’s viewpoint shapes:

• what they notice

• how they feel

• which details matter

• the words they choose
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WRITE IN CHARACTER

Greeting • place and time • event

Emotion • precise detail • sign - off

Use the character ’s voice—not a narrator ’s.
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HISTORICAL CONTEXT

Some enlistment rules were restrictive.

First Nations Australians still volunteered.

Service could offer relative equality.

Discrimination often continued after return.
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READ RESPECTFULLY

Recognise distinct First Nations Peoples.

Ask whose voice is represented.

Use reliable, authoritative evidence.

Avoid broad or simplifying claims.
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REGINALD SAUNDERS

Gunditjmara man from Victoria

Enlisted in April 1940

Served overseas and in New Guinea

Commissioned lieutenant in December 1944

First Aboriginal Australian Army officer
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SERVICE AND RETURN

Service showed courage and cooperation.

Return could mean renewed discrimination.

Recognition requires truthful evidence.

Honour contribution without simplifying history.
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FINAL RESPONSE

IDEA → PRECISE DETAIL → EXPLANATION

Link your evidence to the larger theme.

Separate fact from inference.

Finish with what the evidence shows.
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Well Done!
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DREAMING SOLDIERS
BOOK STUDY QUIZ
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QUESTION 1

Which prediction is strongest?

A. A guess with no reason

B. One supported by cover or blurb evidence

C. A retelling of the title
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ANSWER 1

ANSWER: B

A strong prediction names evidence

and explains what it suggests.
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QUESTION 2

Name TWO kinds of evidence

that can reveal character.
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ANSWER 2

Any two of:

actions • dialogue • thoughts

appearance • reactions

body language • relationships
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QUESTION 3

TRUE OR FALSE?

A compound word always means exactly

the same as its two separate words.
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ANSWER 3

ANSWER: FALSE

Combined words can create

a new or more specific meaning.
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QUESTION 4

Which sentence is a simile?

A. The moon watched the camp.

B. The moon was like a silver coin.

C. The moon shone brightly.
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ANSWER 4

ANSWER: B

A simile compares using like or as.
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QUESTION 5

Explain the personification:

“The wind knocked at the window. ”
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ANSWER 5

The wind is given the human action

of knocking.

That makes the wind feel active.
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QUESTION 6

Which is a text - to- world connection?

A. Linking to your own memory

B. Linking to another story

C. Linking to a real event or issue
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ANSWER 6

ANSWER: C

Text- to- world connects reading

to wider events, ideas or issues.
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QUESTION 7

TRUE OR FALSE?

A postcard from a character should sound

like a neutral narrator.
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ANSWER 7

ANSWER: FALSE

Details and word choice should reflect

the character’s perspective.
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QUESTION 8

Which summary is best?

A. No First Nations Australians served.

B. Restrictive rules existed, yet 1,000+ volunteered.

C. Service ended discrimination.
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ANSWER 8

ANSWER: B

More than 1,000 Indigenous Australians

volunteered during the First World War.

Discrimination often continued after return.
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QUESTION 9

Why is Reg Saunders significant

in Australian military history?
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ANSWER 9

He was the first Aboriginal Australian

commissioned as an officer

in the Australian Army.
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QUESTION 10

Which response is most respectful?

A. Generalise about all First Nations Peoples

B. Use evidence and recognise distinct Peoples

C. Ignore who created the source
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ANSWER 10

ANSWER: B

Be accurate, evidence - based and specific.

Recognise distinct First Nations Peoples.
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Well Done!
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