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Meet the Book

Digger

by Mike Dumbleton

illustrated by Robin Cowcher

A story about memory, friendship and care.
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Before We Read

Look closely at the cover.

• What do you notice about the toy kangaroo?

• Who might have made it?

• What clues suggest another time or place?
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Time and Place

The story moves between Australia and France.

Letters travelled slowly across the sea.

The past is shown through family memories and keepsakes.

We read this historical fiction respectfully.
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Meet the Characters

Annie —cares for her brother James and treasures Digger.

James —takes the toy kangaroo with him.

Colette —protects Digger in France.

Digger —connects their lives across time and distance.
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Setting and Mood

Australia: home, sewing and farewell.

France: danger, courage and kindness.

The mood changes from hope to worry, then remembrance.

Pictures and words help us feel each change.
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The Beginning

Annie makes Digger, a toy kangaroo, for James.

Digger carries love from home.

James takes the toy with him when he travels overseas.

PREVIEW



The Middle

Digger is separated from James in France.

Colette finds the toy.

She protects and repairs it with care.
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The Ending

Digger becomes a link between families.

Annie learns what happened to the toy.

The final moments help readers think about memory and kindness.
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Retell in Order

1. Annie makes Digger.

2. James takes Digger overseas.

3. Colette finds and cares for Digger.

4. Digger and the letters connect the families.
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Annie's Feelings

At first: loving and hopeful.

During the story: worried and sad.

Later: surprised, grateful and comforted.

What story details reveal each feeling?
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Meet Colette

Colette notices a toy that matters.

She acts with care and courage.

She repairs and protects Digger.

Her choices show how small actions can help others.
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Compare Annie and Colette

Both care deeply for other people.

Annie makes Digger and holds family memories.

Colette repairs Digger and adds her own act of kindness.

How are their experiences different?
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Key Vocabulary

treasure — value and protect something special

repair — fix something damaged

remembrance — keeping someone or something in mind

courage — acting even when something feels hard

historical fiction — a made - up story set in the past
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Clues in Words and Pictures

Words tell us what characters say, do and feel.

Pictures show place, objects, facial expressions and mood.

Use both kinds of clues.

What do the letters and Digger help you understand?
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Big Ideas

Memory can live in objects and stories.

Care can travel across distance.

Friendship can grow between families.

Courage can appear in quiet choices.
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Your Response

Choose one:

• Retell a key event in your own words.

• Explain how Annie or Colette shows care.

• Describe what Digger represents.

Use one detail from the story.
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Well Done!
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Digger Book Study Quiz
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Question 1

Who makes Digger?

A. Annie

B. James

C. Colette

D. Digger
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Answer 1

A. Annie makes Digger.
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Question 2

True or false?

Digger is a real kangaroo.

PREVIEW



Answer 2

False.

Digger is a handmade toy kangaroo.
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Question 3

Why is Digger important to James?
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Answer 3

Digger carries love and memories of home.
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Question 4

Who finds and cares for Digger in France?

A. Annie

B. Colette

C. James

D. A neighbour
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Answer 4

B. Colette finds and cares for Digger.
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Question 5

Which happens first?

A. Colette repairs Digger.

B. Annie makes Digger.

C. Digger connects the families.

D. James takes Digger overseas.
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Answer 5

B. Annie makes Digger first.
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Question 6

True or false?

Annie and Colette both show care.
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Answer 6

True.

Both characters show care through their actions.
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Question 7

Name one clue that shows Annie's feelings.
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Answer 7

Answers will vary.

Use a word, action or picture detail from the story.
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Question 8

What does treasure mean?

A. throw away

B. value and protect

C. Forget

D. Hide forever
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Answer 8

B. Treasure means to value and protect.
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Question 9

Which message fits the story?

A. Objects can carry memories and care.

B. Toys never change.

C. Letters arrive instantly.

D. Caring only matters nearby.
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Answer 9

A. Objects can carry memories and care.
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Question 10

How does Digger connect people?
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Answer 10

Digger connects Annie, James and Colette across time and distance through 

memory and care.
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Well Done!
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