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Decoding is a problem-solving routine

LOOK at graphemes and known parts.

CHUNK a longer word.

BLEND from left to right.

CHECK by rereading.
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Start with graphemes

"sh", "ch", "th", "ai", "ee", "igh" and "oa" can each help you hear a sound.

Spot the pattern before you blend.

PREVIEW



Blend all the way through

Say the sounds or chunks in order.

Keep them moving together.

s / cr / a / tch  →  scratch
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Use known words inside longer words

sun + flower  →  sunflower

bed + time  →  bedtime

Known parts reduce the load.
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Use syllables as chunks

fan / tas / tic  →  fantastic

re / mem / ber  →  remember

Blend the whole word after each part.
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Prefixes give an early clue

re + play  →  replay

mis + read  →  misread

un + happy  →  unhappy
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Suffixes give an ending clue

care + less  →  careless

help + ful  →  helpful

read + ing  →  reading
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Read on for meaning

The hikers followed the narrow trail.

Decode the word, then read the full sentence.

Ask: Does it make sense?
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Grammar can confirm the word

Yesterday, the class replayed the song.

The time clue shows that the verb needs -ed.
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Try another sound

cow and snow use "ow" differently.

city and camel use "c" differently.

Reread after each new attempt.
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Self-correct when needed

Stop when a word sounds wrong.

Try another grapheme sound or chunk.

Reread and confirm the meaning.
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Guided practice: photographer

photo / graph / er  →  photographer

Spot "ph", blend the chunks, then check the sentence.
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Choose the best strategy

uncomfortable  →  un + comfort + able

floating  →  spot "oa", then blend

Use more than one strategy if needed.
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Well Done!
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Decoding Unknown Words Quiz
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Question 1
What should you do first when a word is unfamiliar?

A. Guess any word

B. Look for graphemes and known parts

C. Skip the sentence

D. Wait for someone else
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Answer 1

B. Look for graphemes and known parts.

This gives you evidence before you blend.
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Question 2

True or false?

Good readers reread to check that a decoded word makes sense.
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Answer 2

True.

Rereading helps you monitor and self-correct.
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Question 3

Blend the chunks:

sun / flower

Write the whole word.
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Answer 3

sunflower
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Question 4
Which word contains the "igh" grapheme?

A. trail

B. bright

C. teacher

D. boat
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Answer 4

B. bright

The grapheme "igh" represents the long i sound.
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Question 5

Show the word parts in "unhelpful".

Write the prefix, base word and suffix.
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Answer 5

un + help + ful
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Question 6
The tiny seed began to ___ after the rain.

A. sprout

B. sprint

C. stripe

D. scrape
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Answer 6

A. sprout

It sounds right and makes sense in the sentence.
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Question 7

True or false?

If your first pronunciation sounds wrong, try another sound.
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Answer 7

True.

Flexible decoding helps you self-correct.
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Question 8

Break "fantastic" into helpful syllable chunks.
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Answer 8

fan / tas / tic
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Question 9
Yesterday, the puppies ___ across the grass.

A. scamper

B. scampered

C. scampering

D. scampers
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Answer 9

B. scampered

"Yesterday" tells us the verb needs past tense.
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Question 10

Show three helpful chunks in "photographer".
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Answer 10

photo / graph / er
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Well Done!
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