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What Is Decoding?

Decoding means using what we know about letters, sounds and 

meaning to read a word.
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More Than One Clue

Good readers check:

• the sounds

• the sentence meaning

• the picture

• the punctuationPRE
VIEW



Meet the Toolkit

1. Check the marks

2. Try both vowels

3. Stretch the sounds

4. Start with the first sound

5. Look at the picture

6. Skip, then return

7. Reread

8. Ask for helpPRE
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Check the Marks

. tells us to stop.

? makes our voice ask.

! gives our voice energy.
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Try Both Vowels

Try the short vowel sound first.

Then try the long vowel sound.

Choose the word that makes sense.
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Stretch the Sounds

Say each sound slowly.

Keep the sounds close together.

Blend them into the whole word.
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Start with the First Sound

Look at the first letter.

Get your mouth ready for that sound.

Make a careful prediction.
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Look at the Picture

Use the picture as a clue.

Then check that the letters match your idea.
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Skip, Then Return

Skip the tricky word for a moment.

Read to the end of the sentence.

Come back with more clues.
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Reread

Try the word again.

Then reread the whole sentence.

Does it sound right and make sense?
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Ask for Help

First, try your other decoding tools.

If the word is still tricky, ask a teacher or reading partner.
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Model: cap or cape?

Read cap. Now read cape.

The final e changes the vowel sound.

Try both sounds and choose the word that makes sense.
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Guided Practice: Punctuation

Can you see the frog __

Choose ?

Reread with an asking voice.
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Guided Practice: Picture + Meaning

The frog is in the ___.

pond / bed

The picture and the sentence both point to pond.
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Guided Practice: Stretch + Blend

sun

/s/   /u/   /n/

Stretch each sound, then blend: sun.
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Guided Practice: Skip + Return

The bird is in the ___.

Read to the end. Return to the blank.

nest makes sense.
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Choose the Best Tool

1. A question mark → Check the marks

2. cap or cape → Try both vowels

3. sun → Stretch the sounds

4. A dog picture → Look at the picture

5. A hard word → Skip, then return

6. Still stuck → Ask for helpPRE
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Your Turn

When one tool is not enough, try a second one.

Then reread the whole sentence to check.
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Review the Eight Moves

Check the marks • Try both vowels

Stretch the sounds • First sound

Picture clue • Skip, then return

Reread • Ask for helpPRE
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Well Done!
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Decoding Strategies QuizPRE
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Question 1

TRUE OR FALSE

Decoding uses letters, sounds and meaning.

PRE
VIEW



Answer 1

TRUE

Decoding brings letters, sounds and meaning together.
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Question 2

MULTIPLE CHOICE

Which word starts with /m/?

A. map

B. sun

C. dog

D. pigPRE
VIEW



Answer 2

A. map

map starts with /m/.
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Question 3

SHORT ANSWER

Stretch sun into its sounds.

PRE
VIEW



Answer 3

/s/   /u/   /n/
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Question 4

MULTIPLE CHOICE

Which pair shows a short word and its long - vowel partner?

A. cap / cape

B. dog / dig

C. sun / sit

D. fish / fanPRE
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Answer 4

A. cap / cape

The final e changes the vowel from short to long.
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Question 5

TRUE OR FALSE

You may skip a tricky word, read on, then return.
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Answer 5

TRUE

Reading on can give you more clues.
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Question 6

MULTIPLE CHOICE

Which mark ends a question?

A. .

B. !

C. ?

D. ,PRE
VIEW



Answer 6

C. ?

A question mark ends a question.

PRE
VIEW



Question 7

SHORT ANSWER

The frog sat on the ___ by the pond.

Choose log or bed.
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Answer 7

log

The frog sat on the log by the pond.
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Question 8

MULTIPLE CHOICE

What is the first sound in fish?

A. /f/

B. /m/

C. /s/

D. /t/PRE
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Answer 8

A. /f/
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Question 9

TRUE OR FALSE

Asking for help should always be the first move.
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Answer 9

FALSE

Try your decoding tools first, then ask for help.
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Question 10

MULTIPLE CHOICE

I saw a ___ in the pond.

A. frog

B. bed

C. hat

D. cupPRE
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Answer 10

A. frog

I saw a frog in the pond.
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Well Done!
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