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Mission Briefing

Learning intention: We are learning to decode words and sentences.

I can say each sound and blend it smoothly.

I can spot short vowels, long vowels and digraphs.

I can split longer words into syllables.

I can reread and check that the sentence makes sense.
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Clue 1: Say Every Sound

Look at the word from left to right.

Point to each letter or letter team.

Say the sounds you know.

ship → sh / i / p

Two letters can work together to make one sound.
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Clue 2: Blend the Sounds

Keep the sounds close together.

Start slowly, then blend more smoothly.

s / t / a / r → star

sh / ee / p → sheep

Say the whole word without stopping.
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Clue 3: Split into Syllables

A syllable is a beat or part in a word.

Every syllable has a vowel sound.

sunset → sun / set

playground → play / ground

Decode each part, then join the word.
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Clue 4: Track Every Word

Point under each word as you read.

Read from left to right.

Do not skip tiny words such as a, the, is or can.

Match one spoken word to one printed word.

Reread the whole sentence smoothly.
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Clue 5: Check the Meaning

Ask: Does that sound right? Does it make sense?

If not, stop and try the word again.

Some letters can represent more than one sound.

Use the sentence clue to choose the sound that fits.

Then reread from the beginning.
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Short-Vowel Evidence

Listen for the vowel sound in the middle.

a — cat     e — hen     i — fish

o — frog     u — sun

Touch each sound, blend the word and check the picture or sentence 

clue.
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Digraph Evidence

A digraph is two letters making one sound.

sh — ship     ch — chair     th — bath

wh — whale     ng — ring

Keep the letter team together when you sound out the word.
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Long-Vowel Evidence

Long vowels often say their letter name.

ai — rain     ee — feet     igh — night

oa — boat     u_e — cube

Spot the vowel team first, then blend the whole word.
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Guided Case 1: sunset

1. Split the word: sun / set

2. Find the vowel sounds: short u and short e

3. Blend each part: sun + set

4. Join the word: sunset

Read it in a sentence: The sunset glows red.
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Guided Case 2: playground

1. Split the word: play / ground

2. Spot the vowel teams: ay and ou

3. Blend each part: play + ground

4. Join the word: playground

Read it in a sentence: We run to the playground.
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Sentence Case

The bright moon shines at night.

Spot igh in bright and night.

Blend every word from left to right.

Track each word with your finger.

Reread with smooth phrasing and check the meaning.
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Real Word or Robot Word?

Decode every word, even if it looks unusual.

chair is a real word — it has a meaning.

thote is a robot word — it follows sound clues but has no meaning.

Strong detectives use the same sound-and-blend strategy for both.
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Detective Practice

Try these words: ship, rain, star, cube, sunset.

1. Say every sound.

2. Blend the sounds.

3. Split a longer word.

4. Read it in a sentence.

5. Check that it makes sense.
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Independent Mission

At night, a bright moon shines. Jack and Quinn hike to camp. They 

spot a frog by the pond. “What a grand trip!” says Quinn.

Underline the digraphs.

Circle the vowel teams.

Split one two-syllable word.

Reread the passage with smooth phrasing.
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Case Closed!
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Decoding
Detectives Quiz

PREVIEW

https://sukindi.com.au/


Question 1 — Multiple Choice

Which sound detective work correctly decodes ship?

A. s / h / i / p

B. sh / i / p

C. shi / p

D. s / hip

PREVIEW



Answer 1

B. sh / i / p

The letters sh form one digraph sound.

Blend sh, i and p to read ship.

PREVIEW



Question 2 — True or False

In the word rain, the vowel team ai represents a long A sound.

True or false?
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Answer 2

True.

The letters ai work together in rain.

They represent the long A sound.
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Question 3 — Short Response

Split sunset into two syllables.

Then name the vowel sound in each syllable.
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Answer 3

sun / set

sun has a short u sound.

set has a short e sound.

Each syllable contains a vowel sound.
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Question 4 — Multiple Choice

Which one is a real word?

A. plim

B. chair

C. thote

D. grosh
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Answer 4

B. chair

Chair is a real word with a meaning.

The others are decodable robot words.
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Question 5 — True or False

The word cube has a short u sound.

True or false?
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Answer 5

False.

The silent e helps the u in cube represent its long sound.
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Question 6 — Short Response

Blend these sounds:

s / t / a / r

Write the whole word.
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Answer 6

star

Keep the beginning blend st close together.

Blend all four sounds smoothly to read star.
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Question 7 — Multiple Choice

Which sentence sounds right and makes sense?

A. The frog hops by the pond.

B. The pond drinks a frog.

C. Frog the by hops pond.

D. The hop pond frogs a.
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Answer 7

A. The frog hops by the pond.

It follows a sensible word order and its meaning is clear.

Rereading helps a detective check both sound and meaning.
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Question 8 — True or False

Every syllable contains a vowel sound.

True or false?
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Answer 8

True.

A syllable is a beat in a word, and every syllable contains a vowel 

sound.
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Question 9 — Short Response

Split playground into two syllables.

Then find the vowel team in each syllable.
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Answer 9

play / ground

ay is the vowel team in play.

ou is the vowel team in ground.
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Question 10 — Multiple Choice

Which word completes the sentence?

The bird can fl_.

A. fly

B. flee

C. flay

D. floy
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Answer 10

A. fly

Fly completes the sentence and makes sense.

The letter y represents the long I sound at the end of fly.
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Well Done, 
Detective!
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