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Learning Intention

We are learning how words and pictures help us create and 

understand narrative characters.
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Success Criteria

I can name physical and personality traits.

I can use clues to infer a trait.

I can create a character and show a trait through words or 

pictures.
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What Is a Narrative Character?

A person, animal, creature or imagined being who takes part in a 

story.
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Words and Pictures Work Together

Words tell us what a character says, does, thinks and feels.

Pictures show appearance, expression, movement and setting.

Readers combine both.
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Where Do We Meet the Character?

A story beginning often introduces:

who the character is

where the character is

what the character wants
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Physical Traits

Physical traits are details we can see.

Pip has springy silver curls, round glasses and muddy yellow 

boots.

Pip is small and quick.
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Personality Traits

Personality traits tell what someone is often like on the inside.

brave • patient • curious • generous

bossy • shy • playful • determined
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Trait or Feeling?

A trait is often true over time.

A feeling can change quickly.

Calm may be a trait.

Worried may be a feeling right now.
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Actions Give Clues

Mina finds a lost lunchbox and returns it.

Readers may infer Mina is honest and helpful because of what she 

does.
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Words and Thoughts Give Clues

Dialogue and thoughts reveal what matters to a character.

“I will stay and help,” says Arlo.

Arlo thinks, “I will try one more time.”
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Faces, Bodies and Voices

Look at eyebrows, mouth, posture, hands, pace and voice.

These clues can reveal a feeling and suggest a personality trait.
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Animal Characters Can Act Like People

Narrative animals may speak, plan, wear clothes, solve problems 

or show human-like traits.
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Compare Two Characters

Nori rushes first and asks later.

Sol checks the map and invites others.

What traits can you infer? Which clues helped you?
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Powerful Trait Words

Replace vague words with precise choices.

kind → generous

smart → inventive

nice → patient

silly → playfulPREVIEW



Show the Trait

Label: Tavi is brave.

Show: Tavi's knees shook, but she stepped onto the bridge to help 

the hatchling.
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Plan the Outside

Choose a person, animal or creature.

Add size, shape, colours, a special feature, clothes or objects, and 

movement.
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Plan the Inside

Choose two personality traits, one feeling, a want and a worry.

Show evidence through an action, thought or line of dialogue.
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Give the Character a Want and Problem

A want guides the character's actions.

A problem makes the character choose, change or keep trying.
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Put the Character in a Setting

Decide where the character belongs.

How does the place change what the character does, wears, 

carries, notices or feels?
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Well Done!
You are ready to create a 

memorable character.
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Narrative Characters Quiz
Year 1 English
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Question 1

Which can be a narrative character?

A. A person

B. An animal

C. An imagined creature

D. All of thesePREVIEW



Answer 1

D. All of these

Narrative characters can be people, animals, creatures or other 

imagined beings.
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Question 2

True or false?

Physical traits are details we can see about a character.
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Answer 2

TRUE

Hair, eyes, clothing, shape and movement can be physical traits.
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Question 3

Name one personality trait.
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Answer 3

Answers may include:

brave • curious • patient • generous

shy • playful • honest • determined
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Question 4

Which action best shows a generous character?

A. Hides every snack

B. Shares lunch with a new student

C. Pushes to the front

D. Refuses to helpPREVIEW



Answer 4

B. Shares lunch with a new student

The action gives evidence of generosity.
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Question 5

True or false?

A feeling and a personality trait always mean the same thing.
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Answer 5

FALSE

A feeling can change quickly. A personality trait is often true over 

time.
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Question 6

Which list contains only physical traits?

A. Curly hair, tall, red boots

B. Brave, kind, patient

C. Happy, worried, cross

D. Honest, short, helpfulPREVIEW



Answer 6

A. Curly hair, tall, red boots

These are visible details.
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Question 7

How can words and pictures work together to show a character?
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Answer 7

Words can tell actions, speech and thoughts.

Pictures can show appearance, expression, movement and 

setting.

Together they give more clues.
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Question 8

Which action makes an animal character act like a person?

A. Sleeps in a nest

B. Has feathers

C. Plans a picnic and writes invitations

D. Drinks waterPREVIEW



Answer 8

C. Plans a picnic and writes invitations

Planning and writing are human-like actions.

PREVIEW



Question 9

True or false?

Precise adjectives help readers picture and understand a 

character.
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Answer 9

TRUE

Precise adjectives give clearer details about appearance and 

personality.
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Question 10

Name two parts you could include in a character plan.
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Answer 10

Any two:

physical traits • personality traits • feelings

wants • worries • actions • thoughts

dialogue • setting
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Well Done!
You used words and pictures to 
think like a character creator.
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