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Learning Intention

We are learning to create clear information texts.

We will organise facts, choose helpful features and revise our 

writing.
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What Is an Information 
Text?

An information text teaches readers about a real topic.

It explains facts clearly, not what the writer likes or believes.
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Facts Build Trust

A fact can be checked using evidence.

Reliable facts help readers trust the writer.

Ask: Where could I check this?
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Fact or Opinion?

“Koalas sleep for many hours each day.”

“Koalas are the cutest animals.”

Which statement is a fact? Which is an opinion?
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Check Your Thinking

The first statement is a fact: it can be checked.

The second is an opinion: “cutest” shares a judgement.
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Plan for Your Reader

Audience = who will read it.

Purpose = why you are writing.

A Year 2 class needs clear words, useful facts and helpful features.
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A Report Has Four Parts

1. Title and introduction

2. Grouped facts under headings

3. Helpful text features

4. Conclusion
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A Strong Introduction

Name the topic and tell the reader what the report will explain.

Example: Wombats are sturdy Australian marsupials with strong 

bodies.
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Headings Organise Facts

A heading tells the reader what a section is about.

Group related facts beneath it.

Examples: Appearance • Habitat • Food
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A Clear Conclusion

Restate the main idea without copying the introduction.

Leave the reader with one useful final thought.
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Read a Model Report: 
Wombats

Wombats are Australian marsupials with sturdy bodies and short legs.

Habitat: They live in forests, grasslands or mountains and rest in 

burrows.

Food: They eat grasses, roots and bark.

Wombats are well suited to life on the ground.
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Notice the Structure

Introduction: names the topic.

Headings: group related facts.

Details: explain appearance, habitat and food.

Conclusion: brings the report to a clear finish.
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Text Features Guide the 
Reader

Title • headings • photographs • diagrams

Captions • labels • maps • glossaries

Choose a feature only when it helps the reader understand.
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Pictures Need Captions and Labels

A caption explains a photograph or illustration.

A label names one part of a diagram.

Both must sit close to the image they explain.
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Precise Language Makes Facts Clear

Less precise: The bird has a long thing on its face.

More precise: The bird has a long, curved beak.

Exact topic words help readers picture the subject.
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Generalise Carefully

Careful generalisations show what is usually true.

Use words such as most, many, often and sometimes.

Avoid all or always unless evidence supports it.
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Comparisons Explain 
Differences

Comparisons show how things are alike or different.

A cassowary is taller than a chicken.

Both birds have feathers, but cassowaries are much heavier.
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Research with Useful Questions

Ask questions that lead to useful facts:

What does it look like?

Where does it live? What does it eat?

Why is it important?
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Take Notes, Not Copies

Read a small section, then look away.

Write short key words in your own words.

Record where the information came from.
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Plan Before You Draft

Sort notes into sections.

Choose a clear order.

Write a short introduction, grouped fact sections and a conclusion.
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Revise Like an Information Writer

Read your draft aloud.

Check facts, headings and text features.

Edit capitals, spelling, punctuation and complete sentences.
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Well Done!
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Question 1 • True or False

Information texts use facts to teach readers about real topics.
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Answer 1

True.

Information texts use facts that readers can check.
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Question 2 • Choose the Fact

A. Frogs are the best animals.

B. Adult insects have six legs.

C. Summer feels too hot.

D. Homework should be shorter.
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Answer 2

B. Adult insects have six legs.

This statement can be checked using reliable evidence.
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Question 3 • Short Answer

Name one main part of an information report.
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Answer 3

Possible answers: title, introduction, a fact section under a 

heading, or conclusion.
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Question 4 • Choose a Heading

Which heading best groups facts about where an animal lives?

A. Habitat    B. Appearance

C. Food       D. Conclusion
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Answer 4

A. Habitat.

A habitat heading groups facts about where an animal lives.
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Question 5 • True or False

A caption explains an image.
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Answer 5

True.

A caption tells the reader what a photograph or illustration shows.
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Question 6 • Choose the Purpose

What does a glossary do?

A. Tells a joke

B. Explains topic words

C. Lists page numbers

D. Shows a photograph
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Answer 6

B. Explains topic words.

A glossary helps readers understand special words used in a text.
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Question 7 • Short Answer

Turn this opinion into a fact you could check:

“Platypuses are the strangest animals.”
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Answer 7

Example answer: Platypuses lay eggs.

The new statement can be checked with a reliable source.
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Question 8 • Choose Carefully

Which is a careful generalisation?

A. All frogs live in trees.

B. Frogs always eat insects.

C. Some frogs can climb trees.

D. Every frog is green.
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Answer 8

C. Some frogs can climb trees.

The word some avoids making a claim about every frog.
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Question 9 • Choose a Conclusion

Which ending works best?

A. The title again

B. A new, unrelated fact

C. The main idea and a final thought

D. A direction to start over
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Answer 9

C. The main idea and a final thought.

A conclusion brings the report to a clear finish.
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Question 10 • Short Answer

Name two things an information writer should check when 

revising.
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Answer 10

Possible checks: facts, headings, helpful features, complete 

sentences, capitals, spelling or punctuation.
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Well Done!
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