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Counting On
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Learning Intention

We are learning to add by starting with the larger number and 

counting on.
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Success Criteria
I can:

• find the larger addend.

• count on one number at a time.

• solve addition facts within 20.

• explain my strategy.
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What Is Addition?

Addition joins two amounts to find a total.

8 + 3 means 8 and 3 more.
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Why Count On?

Counting every object can be slow. Counting on starts with a 

number we already know and adds only the extra amount.
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The Counting-On Strategy

1. Find the larger addend.

2. Say that number.

3. Count on the smaller addend, one number at a time.
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Let’s Model 8 + 3

Start at 8.

Count on three: 9, 10, 11.

So, 8 + 3 = 11.
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Choose the Best Start

For 4 + 9, which number should we start with?

4 or 9?
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Start at 9

9 is the larger addend.

Count on four: 10, 11, 12, 13.

So, 4 + 9 = 13.

PREVIEW



Count On 1

Start at 12.

One hop: 13.

12 + 1 = 13.
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Count On 2

Start at 7.

Two hops: 8, 9.

7 + 2 = 9.
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Count On 3

Start at 14.

Three hops: 15, 16, 17.

14 + 3 = 17.
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What Comes Next?

Count on by ones:

13, 14, __, __
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Check the Sequence

13, 14, 15, 16

We counted on two more numbers.
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Try It: 6 + 3

Start at the larger addend.

Count on three.

6 + 3 = __
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Check It

Start at 6.

Count: 7, 8, 9.

6 + 3 = 9
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Try It: 4 + 12

Which addend is larger?

Start there and count on four.

4 + 12 = __
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Check It

Start at 12.

Count: 13, 14, 15, 16.

4 + 12 = 16

PREVIEW



Story Problem

There are 13 birds in a tree. Two more birds arrive.

Start at 13 and count on two.

13 + 2 = 15 birds.
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Think, Pair, Share

Explain to a partner:

• which number you start with

• how many numbers you count on

• how you know the total
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Remember

Start big.

Count on the smaller number.

Say each next number once.

Check that your total makes sense.
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Well Done!
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Counting On 
Quiz
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Question 1

True or false?

When adding 4 + 9, it is efficient to start at 9.
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Answer 1

True.

9 is the larger addend, so start at 9 and count on four.
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Question 2
Which number should you start with for 5 + 12?

A. 5

B. 7

C. 12

D. 17
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Answer 2

C. 12

12 is the larger addend.

PREVIEW



Question 3

Complete the count-on sequence:

14, __, __, __
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Answer 3

15, 16, 17
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Question 4
What is 9 + 2?

A. 10

B. 11

C. 12

D. 13
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Answer 4

B. 11

Start at 9 and count on: 10, 11.
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Question 5

True or false?

For 3 + 8, start at 3 and count on eight.
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Answer 5

False.

Start at 8 and count on three: 9, 10, 11.
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Question 6

Use counting on to solve:

7 + 3 = __
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Answer 6

10

Start at 7 and count on: 8, 9, 10.
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Question 7
Which number sentence matches “start at 15 and count on 2”?

A. 15 + 2

B. 2 + 2

C. 15 + 5

D. 12 + 5
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Answer 7

A. 15 + 2

15, 16, 17.
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Question 8

There are 10 shells. Four more are found. How many shells are 

there now?
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Answer 8

14 shells.

10 + 4 = 14
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Question 9
What is 6 + 13?

A. 17

B. 18

C. 19

D. 20
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Answer 9

C. 19

Start at 13 and count on six.
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Question 10

True or false?

8 + 1 = 9
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Answer 10

True.

Start at 8 and count on one: 9.
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Well Done!
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