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Counting Money and
Making Change
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Learning intention

We are learning to count mixed Australian money, make and check change, and round 

cash totals.

Success looks like:

• I group equal values.

• I choose an efficient strategy.

• I explain and check my answer.
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Know the values

Notes: $5, $10, $20, $50, $100

Coins: 5c, 10c, 20c, 50c, $1, $2

Remember: 100 cents = $1.
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Sort before you count

1. Separate notes from coins.

2. Group equal denominations.

3. Start with the greatest value.

4. Keep a running total.
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Multiply repeated values

Four $2 coins: 4 × $2 = $8

Three 20c coins: 3 × 20c = 60c

Two $10 notes: 2 × $10 = $20

Multiplication is faster and safer than counting one piece at a time.
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Find the notes subtotal

Example: $20 + $10 + $5 + $5

Group first: 1 × $20, 1 × $10, 2 × $5

Notes subtotal = $20 + $10 + $10 = $40
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Find the coins subtotal

Example: $2 + $2 + $1 + 50c + 20c + 20c + 5c

Dollars: $5

Cents: 95c

Coins subtotal = $5.95
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Combine the subtotals

Notes subtotal: $40.00

Coins subtotal: $5.95

$40.00 + $5.95 = $45.95

Line up dollars and cents before adding.
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Estimate and check

Round first: $45.95 is about $46.

Check the order: greatest value to least.

Recount one denomination at a time.

Compare your exact answer with the estimate.
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Same value, different ways

$5.75 can be made as:

$5 + 50c + 20c + 5c

or

$2 + $2 + $1 + 50c + 20c + 5c

Different combinations can have the same total.
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Change links cost and payment

Change = amount paid − cost

A snack costs $6.35. You pay $10.

$10.00 − $6.35 = $3.65 change.
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Strategy 1: count up

Cost $6.35, paid $10

$6.35 → $7.00: +65c

$7.00 → $10.00: +$3

Change = $3.65
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Strategy 2: subtract

Write the amounts in columns:

$10.00

− $6.35

= $3.65

Count up is useful for checking the subtraction.
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Round cash totals

Cash totals round to the nearest 5 cents.

1 or 2 → down to 0

3 or 4 → up to 5

6 or 7 → down to 5

8 or 9 → up to the next 0

Example: $12.98 → $13.00
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Solve shopping problems

1. Read the question.

2. Find the total cost.

3. Note the amount paid.

4. Calculate change.

5. Check whether the answer is reasonable.
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Worked example

At a sports stall, a cap costs $6.75 and a drink costs $4.20.

Total cost: $6.75 + $4.20 = $10.95

Paid: $20.00

Change: $20.00 − $10.95 = $9.05
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Choose, solve, check

Use grouping to count.

Use counting up or subtraction for change.

Round only when the task says cash rounding.

Finish by asking: Does my answer make sense?
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Well Done!
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Counting Money and
Making Change Quiz
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Question 1

True or false?

$2 + $1 + 50c + 20c = $3.70
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Answer 1

True.

$2 + $1 + $0.50 + $0.20 = $3.70
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Question 2

What is the total?

$10 + $5 + $2 + $1 + 50c + 20c

A  $17.70     B  $18.20

C  $18.70     D  $19.70
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Answer 2

C  $18.70

Notes and dollar coins = $18

Silver coins = 70c
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Question 3

A toy costs $7.35.

You pay with $10.

How much change should you receive?
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Answer 3

$2.65

$7.35 → $8.00 is 65c

$8.00 → $10.00 is $2
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Question 4

Which set makes $4.85?

A  $2 + $2 + 50c + 20c + 10c + 5c

B  $2 + $1 + 50c + 20c + 10c

C  $5 + 50c

D  $2 + $2 + 20c + 20c
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Answer 4

A

$2 + $2 = $4

50c + 20c + 10c + 5c = 85c

Total = $4.85
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Question 5

True or false?

A cash total of $6.72 rounds to $6.70.
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Answer 5

True.

A final digit of 2 rounds down

to the nearest 5 cents.
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Question 6

Find the total cost.

$5.60 + $3.25 = ?
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Answer 6

$8.85

$5.60 + $3.25 = $8.85
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Question 7

Two items cost $6.40 and $8.75.

You pay with $20. What is the change?

A  $3.85     B  $4.15

C  $4.85     D  $5.15
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Answer 7

C  $4.85

Total cost = $15.15

$20.00 − $15.15 = $4.85
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Question 8

True or false?

2 × $2 + $1 + 3 × 20c = $5.60
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Answer 8

True.

2 × $2 = $4

3 × 20c = 60c

$4 + $1 + 60c = $5.60
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Question 9

A book costs $12.95.

You pay with $20.

Find the change.
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Answer 9

$7.05

$12.95 → $13.00 is 5c

$13.00 → $20.00 is $7
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Question 10

Round $18.98 for a cash payment.

A  $18.95     B  $18.98

C  $19.00     D  $19.05
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Answer 10

C  $19.00

A final digit of 8 rounds up

to the next 10 cents.
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Well Done!
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