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Counting Money
and Making Change
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Learning Intention

We are learning to count, represent and compare Australian money, then 

calculate change accurately.

Success criteria

• I can count mixed coins and notes.

• I can show equal amounts in different ways.

• I can find and check change.PREVIEW



Australian Coin Values

5c = five cents     10c = ten cents     20c = twenty cents

50c = fifty cents     $1 = one dollar     $2 = two dollars

Read the value printed on each coin. A larger coin is not always worth more.

PREVIEW



Australian Note Values

$5 = five dollars     $10 = ten dollars     $20 = twenty dollars

$50 = fifty dollars     $100 = one hundred dollars

Start with the greatest note value when you count a mixed amount.

PREVIEW



Dollars and Cents

$1 = 100c

Use two digits after the decimal point: $3.05 means three dollars and five cents.

$3.50 means three dollars and fifty cents.

PREVIEW



Count Mixed Money

1. Sort the money by value.

2. Start with the greatest denomination.

3. Add equal coins or notes in groups.

4. Keep a running total in dollars and cents.

PREVIEW



Count Efficiently

Group equal values first.

$2 + $2 + $1 + 50c + 20c

= $4 + $1 + 70c

= $5.70

Friendly groups make the total easier to see.PREVIEW



Represent 50c

One amount can have many equivalent representations.

50c

= 20c + 20c + 10c

= 10c + 10c + 10c + 10c + 10c

Each combination has the same total value.PREVIEW



Represent $1

$1 = 100c

$1

= 50c + 50c

= 50c + 20c + 20c + 10c

= five 20c coins

PREVIEW



Represent $2

$2

= $1 + $1

= four 50c coins

= $1 + 50c + 20c + 20c + 10c

Check that every combination totals 200c.

PREVIEW



Compare Money Amounts

Compare dollars first. If the dollar amounts match, compare the cents.

$3.50 > $3.05 because both have $3, and 50c > 5c.

Use <, > or = only after checking both parts.
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What Is Change?

Change is the amount returned when you pay more than the cost.

CHANGE = AMOUNT PAID − COST

The change must be less than the amount paid.
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Label the Money Problem

Before calculating, identify:

• COST — the price of the item

• AMOUNT PAID — the money tendered

• CHANGE — the difference

Clear labels help you choose the correct operation.PREVIEW



Count On: 45c to $1

Start at 45c.

45c → 50c is a jump of 5c.

50c → $1 is a jump of 50c.

5c + 50c = 55c

The change is 55c.

PREVIEW



Bridge to a Friendly Amount

Count on to the next friendly amount first.

$6.55 → $7 = 45c

$7 → $10 = $3

45c + $3 = $3.45

Bridging through a whole dollar keeps the jumps simple.PREVIEW



Count On: $2.65 to $5

$2.65 → $3 = 35c

$3 → $5 = $2

35c + $2 = $2.35

Check: $2.65 + $2.35 = $5.00

PREVIEW



Subtract to Find Change

Write the amount paid first, then subtract the cost. Align decimal points.

$10.00

−   $6.85

=   $3.15

The change is $3.15.PREVIEW



Dollars, Then Cents

Partition a change calculation into manageable parts.

$12.45 → $13 = 55c

$13 → $20 = $7

$7 + 55c = $7.55

PREVIEW



Choose a Strategy

COUNT ON when the amounts are close or a friendly bridge is obvious.

SUBTRACT when the gap is larger or a written calculation is clearer.

Both strategies should produce the same change.
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Check Reasonableness

Use the inverse check:

COST + CHANGE = AMOUNT PAID

If an item costs $4.25 and the change is $5.75, then

$4.25 + $5.75 = $10.00. The answer is reasonable.

PREVIEW



Review

Can you…

• identify and order Australian money values?

• count and represent the same amount in different ways?

• calculate change by counting on and subtraction?

• check that cost + change = amount paid?

• explain why your strategy works?
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Well Done!
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Counting Money and
Making Change Quiz
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Question 1

SHORT ANSWER

What is the total value?

50c + 20c + 20c + 10c = ______

PREVIEW



Answer 1

Correct answer: $1.00

Strategy: The cents total 100c, and 100c = $1.
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Question 2

MULTIPLE CHOICE

Which combination equals $2?

A. two 20c coins

B. four 50c coins

C. $1 + 20c

D. three 50c coinsPREVIEW



Answer 2

Correct answer: B. four 50c coins

Strategy: 50c + 50c + 50c + 50c = 200c = $2.
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Question 3

TRUE OR FALSE

$1 is equal to 100c.
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Answer 3

Correct answer: True

Strategy: One dollar contains exactly 100 cents.
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Question 4

SHORT ANSWER

An item costs $2.65. You pay $5.

How much change should you receive?
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Answer 4

Correct answer: $2.35

Strategy: Count on 35c to $3, then $2 to $5.

35c + $2 = $2.35.
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Question 5

MULTIPLE CHOICE

An item costs 75c. You pay $2. What is the change?

A. 25c

B. 75c

C. $1.25

D. $1.75PREVIEW



Answer 5

Correct answer: C. $1.25

Strategy: 75c + 25c = $1, then add $1 more to reach $2.
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Question 6

TRUE OR FALSE

Change = amount paid − cost.
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Answer 6

Correct answer: True

Strategy: Change is the difference between the amount paid and the cost.
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Question 7

SHORT ANSWER

You buy items for $1.80 and $2.40.

What is the total cost, and what is the change from $5?
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Answer 7

Correct answer: Total $4.20; change 80c

Strategy: $1.80 + $2.40 = $4.20, then $5.00 − $4.20 = $0.80.
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Question 8

MULTIPLE CHOICE

Which amount is greatest?

A. $3.05

B. $3.50

C. $2.95

D. $3.15PREVIEW



Answer 8

Correct answer: B. $3.50

Strategy: Three amounts have $3; among them, 50c is the greatest cents value.
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Question 9

SHORT ANSWER

Write one combination of coins that makes $1.50.
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Answer 9

Sample answer: $1 + 50c

Strategy: The values combine to one dollar and fifty cents. Other correct 

combinations are possible.
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Question 10

SHORT ANSWER

A sandwich costs $4.25 and a juice costs $2.70.

What is the total cost, and what is the change from $10?
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Answer 10

Correct answer: Total $6.95; change $3.05

Strategy: $4.25 + $2.70 = $6.95, then $10.00 − $6.95 = $3.05.
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Well Done!
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