
Table of Contents

Presentation: Counting Back

Display: Count Back to Subtract

Student Reference: Count Back Helper

Activity: Backward Steps Number Line

Game: Count Back Race

Worksheet 1: Before and Back

Worksheet 2: Count Back on a Number Line

Worksheet 3: Solve by Counting Back

Worksheet 4: Count Back Stories

Worksheet 5: Count Back Challenge

Quiz: Counting Back

Assessment: Counting Back Check-Up

Rubric: Counting Back Rubric

Scan to start your 
free 7-day trial

www.sukindi.com.au

Homework without the hassle
Sukindi is an Australian learning platform 

that supports Teachers, Parents and 

Students with an interactive homework 

app and downloadable resources.

Counting Back - Year 1

https://www.instagram.com/sukindi.learning/
https://www.facebook.com/sukindi.learning
http://www.sukindi.com.au/


PREVIE
W



PREVIE
W



PREVIE
W



PREVIE
W



PREVIE
W



PREVIE
W



PREVIE
W



PREVIE
W



PREVIE
W



PREVIE
W



PREVIE
W



PREVIE
W



PREVIE
W



PREVIE
W



PREVIE
W



PREVIE
W



PREVIE
W



PREVIE
W



PREVIE
W



Counting 
Back

PREVIEW

https://sukindi.com.au/


Learning Goal

We are learning to count back to solve subtraction problems 

within 20.
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Success Criteria

I can start at the first number.

I can count back the correct number of steps.

I can say the numbers in order.

I can write the number I land on.
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What Is Subtraction?

Subtraction means taking away.

It helps us find how many remain.
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Meet the Strategy

Counting back is a subtraction strategy.

Start with a number.

Say the numbers before it as you move backwards.
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Read an Equation

14 − 3 = ?

The first number is the start.

The second number is the number of backward steps.

The number you land on is the answer.
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Start at the First Number

For 14 − 3, begin at 14.
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Use the Second Number

The 3 tells us to take three backward steps.
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Watch the Count

14 → 13 → 12 → 11

Three backward steps.
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Finish the Equation

14 − 3 = 11
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Find the Number Before

The number before is one less.

The number before 10 is 9.
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Quick Think

What number comes immediately before 18?
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Answer

17 comes immediately before 18.
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Say the Sequence

Count back three numbers from 16.

16, __, __, __
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Answer

16, 15, 14, 13
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Try It

Solve 9 − 2.

Start at 9 and count back two numbers.
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Answer

9 → 8 → 7

So, 9 − 2 = 7.
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Try It

Solve 15 − 4.

Start at 15 and count back four numbers.
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Answer

15 → 14 → 13 → 12 → 11

So, 15 − 4 = 11.
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Story Problem

There are 18 shells in a bucket.

Three shells are returned to the sea.

How many shells remain?
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Plan the Steps

Start at 18.

Count back 3 numbers: 17, 16, 15.
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Story Answer

18 − 3 = 15

Fifteen shells remain.
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Your Turn

Solve 12 − 3.

Show the numbers you say as you count back.
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Answer

12 → 11 → 10 → 9

So, 12 − 3 = 9.
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Challenge

Solve 20 − 4.

How do you know you counted exactly four steps?
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Answer

20 → 19 → 18 → 17 → 16

So, 20 − 4 = 16.
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Well Done!
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Question 1

Why do we count back when we subtract?

A. To make the first number larger

B. To find how many remain

C. To count in twos

D. To change subtraction into addition
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Answer 1

B — To find how many remain.
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Question 2

True or false:

For 13 − 3, start at 13.
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Answer 2

True.

The first number is the starting number.
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Question 3

Short answer:

What number comes immediately before 17?
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Answer 3

16
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Question 4

In 15 − 4, what does the 4 tell you?

A. Start at 4

B. Count forward 4

C. Count back 4 steps

D. The answer is 4
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Answer 4

C — Count back 4 steps.
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Question 5

Short answer:

Complete the sequence: 19, 18, __, __
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Answer 5

17, 16
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Question 6

What is 12 − 2?

A. 8

B. 9

C. 10

D. 14
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Answer 6

C — 10
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Question 7

True or false:

16 − 3 = 13.
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Answer 7

True.

16 → 15 → 14 → 13.
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Question 8

Short answer:

Solve 9 − 4.
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Answer 8

5
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Question Nine

Fourteen birds sit on a fence.

Two fly away. How many remain?

A. 10

B. 11

C. 12

D. 16
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Answer Nine

C — 12 birds remain.
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Question 10

Short answer:

Solve 20 − 5.
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Answer 10

15
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Well Done!
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