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Learning Goal

Find the difference by counting on.

Show your jumps on a number line.

Check the answer with addition.
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What Is the Difference?

The difference is the gap between two numbers.

Subtraction can ask: How much more is needed?
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The Count-On Steps

1. Start at the smaller number.

2. Count up to the larger number.

3. Count the jumps.

4. Record the difference.
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Worked Example

15 − 12 = ?

12 → 13 → 14 → 15

Three jumps, so 15 − 12 = 3.
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Bridge Through a Friendly Ten

24 − 18 = ?

18 → 20 is 2 jumps.

20 → 24 is 4 jumps.

2 + 4 = 6, so 24 − 18 = 6.
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Count On Mentally

For close numbers, say the next numbers aloud.

Count each step until you reach the larger number.

You do not need to count backwards.
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When Is Count On Efficient?

Count on when the numbers are close together.

For 32 − 29, count 30, 31, 32: only three jumps.

That is faster than a long count-back.
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Guided Practice

13 − 9 = ?

Start at 9. End at 13.

How many jumps?

Answer: 4
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Bridge Through 20

22 − 17 = ?

17 → 20 is 3 jumps.

20 → 22 is 2 jumps.

Answer: 5
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Missing-Part Thinking

16 − ? = 11

Think: 11 + ? = 16.

Count on from 11 to 16.

The missing part is 5.
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Story Problem

There are 24 shells and 18 pebbles.

How many more shells are there?

Count on from 18 to 24.

Answer: 6 more shells.
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Explain and Check

Write the subtraction equation.

Write the related addition equation.

Explain your jumps in one clear sentence.
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Review

Start with the smaller number.

Finish at the larger number.

The number of jumps is the difference.

Check by adding the difference to the smaller number.
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Well Done!
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Count on Subtraction Quiz
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Question 1

True or false?

Count on starts at the smaller number and ends at the larger number.
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Answer 1

True.

Start at the smaller number, then count each jump until you reach the larger number.
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Question 2

14 − 11 = ?

A. 2     B. 3     C. 4     D. 5
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Answer 2

B. 3

Count on: 11 → 12 → 13 → 14.
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Question 3

18 − 13 = ?

Show or explain your count-on jumps.

PREVIEW



Answer 3

5

Count on from 13 to 18: five jumps.
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Question 4

How many jumps are there from 19 to 24?

A. 4     B. 5     C. 6     D. 7
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Answer 4

B. 5

20, 21, 22, 23, 24: five jumps.
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Question 5

True or false?

30 − 26 = 6
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Answer 5

False.

Count on: 26 → 27 → 28 → 29 → 30.

The difference is 4.
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Question 6

42 − 37 = ?

Use a friendly ten if it helps.
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Answer 6

5

37 → 40 is 3 jumps, then 40 → 42 is 2 jumps.
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Question 7

27 − ? = 21

A. 4     B. 5     C. 6     D. 7
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Answer 7

C. 6

Think: 21 + 6 = 27.
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Question 8

There are 35 green beads and 28 blue beads.

How many more green beads are there?
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Answer 8

7 more green beads.

Count on from 28 to 35.
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Question 9

Which strategy is most efficient for 51 − 48?

A. Count on     B. Count every object

C. Skip count by tens     D. Double 51
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Answer 9

A. Count on

48 → 49 → 50 → 51: three jumps.
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Question 10

46 − 39 = ?

Complete the check: 39 + ? = 46
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Answer 10

7 in both blanks.

46 − 39 = 7 and 39 + 7 = 46.
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Well Done!
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