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Consonant Digraphs
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Learning Focus

We are learning to:

• hear sh, ch, th, wh and ph

• read and build digraph words

• use digraph words when we speak and write

PREVIEW



What Is a Consonant Digraph?

A consonant digraph is two consonant letters working together to 

make one sound.

Examples: sh in ship • ch in chair
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The Digraph sh

sh can be at the beginning or end of a word.

ship • shell • fish • brush

Say each word slowly. What sound does sh make?PREVIEW



The Digraph ch

ch can be at the beginning or end of a word.

chick • chair • lunch • peach

Say each word slowly. What sound does ch make?PREVIEW



The Digraph th

th can be at the beginning or end of a word.

thumb • three • bath • moth

Say each word slowly. What sound does th make?PREVIEW



The Digraph wh

wh is usually at the beginning of a word.

whale • wheel • white • whisk

Say each word slowly. What sound does wh make?PREVIEW



The Digraph ph

ph makes the /f/ sound.

phone • photo • dolphin • graph

Say each word slowly. What sound does ph make?PREVIEW



Beginning or End?

Beginning: ship, chick, thumb

End: fish, lunch, bath

Find the two letters. Then say the sound.
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Hear the Sound

1. Say the whole word.

2. Stretch it slowly.

3. Listen for sh, ch, th, wh or ph.

Try: shell • wheel • dolphinPREVIEW



Build the Word

Join the digraph to the other letters.

sh + ip = ship

pea + ch = peach

wh + eel = wheel

gra + ph = graphPREVIEW



Read the Word

1. Spot the digraph.

2. Say its sound.

3. Blend the whole word.

ch–air → chair

fi–sh → fish

ph–one → phonePREVIEW



Use a Digraph Word

I sit on the chair.

The whale swims in the sea.

Mum takes a photo.

Your turn: say a sentence with a digraph word.PREVIEW



Sort and Explain

Sort words under sh, ch, th, wh and ph.

Then explain:

“I put fish under sh because sh makes one sound in fish.”
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Quick Review

• What is a digraph?

• Name the five digraphs.

• Which digraph begins whale?

• Which digraph ends lunch?

• Say one word with ph.PREVIEW



Well Done!
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Consonant Digraphs Quiz
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Question 1

Which two letters make the digraph in ship?

A. sh

B. ch

C. th

D. whPREVIEW



Answer 1

A. sh

The word ship begins with sh.
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Question 2

True or false?

A consonant digraph is two letters working together to make one 

sound.
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Answer 2

True.

A consonant digraph is two consonant letters working together 

to make one sound.
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Question 3

Which word begins with ch?

A. fish

B. chair

C. moth

D. whalePREVIEW



Answer 3

B. chair

The word chair begins with ch.
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Question 4

Which word ends with th?

A. bath

B. ship

C. phone

D. chickPREVIEW



Answer 4

A. bath

The word bath ends with th.
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Question 5

Which word begins with wh?

A. shell

B. graph

C. wheel

D. lunchPREVIEW



Answer 5

C. wheel

The word wheel begins with wh.
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Question 6

What sound does ph make in phone?

A. /f/

B. /p/

C. /h/

D. /sh/PREVIEW



Answer 6

A. /f/

In phone, ph makes the /f/ sound.
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Question 7

Which word belongs under sh?

A. peach

B. brush

C. three

D. photoPREVIEW



Answer 7

B. brush

The word brush ends with sh.
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Question 8

Where is the digraph in lunch?

A. at the beginning

B. in the middle

C. at the end

D. there is no digraphPREVIEW



Answer 8

C. at the end

The word lunch ends with ch.
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Question 9

Write the digraph that completes this word.

__ale
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Answer 9

wh

wh + ale = whale.
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Question 10

Which sentence uses a digraph word?

A. I can hop.

B. The whale swims.

C. We ran fast.

D. It is red.PREVIEW



Answer 10

B. The whale swims.

The word whale begins with wh.
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Well Done!
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