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Connecting Builds Meaning

Readers connect new information to knowledge, experiences and other texts.

A useful connection can clarify a character, theme, claim, perspective or problem.

The connection matters only when it changes or deepens understanding.

Key question: What does this link help me understand that I did not see before?
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Why Readers Make Connections

Activate relevant background knowledge.

Infer motives, predict outcomes and build empathy.

Compare ideas, structures, purposes and viewpoints.

Evaluate evidence, remember key ideas and synthesise across sources.
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Three Ways to Connect

Text-to-self: link a detail to a relevant experience, feeling or prior knowledge.

Text-to-text: compare the text with another story, film, poem, article or source.

Text-to-world: link the text to an event, issue, culture, place or field of knowledge.

No connection type is automatically strongest; quality depends on reasoning.
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Text-to-Self

Choose an experience or feeling that is genuinely relevant to the text.

Name the exact detail that prompted the link.

Explain a meaningful similarity or difference.

State how the link changes your understanding of the character, idea or theme.
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Text-to-Text

Compare themes, character choices, structures, evidence, language or viewpoints.

Identify the other text precisely rather than saying ‘another story’.

Use evidence from the current text and accurate knowledge of the other text.

Explain what the comparison reveals—not only that the texts are alike.
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Text-to-World

Connect to a relevant event, issue, community experience, history or scientific idea.

Use accurate context and distinguish evidence from assumptions.

Explain how the wider link changes the importance or interpretation of the text.

A world connection should open inquiry, not replace the source in front of you.
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Surface or Strong?

Surface: shares a topic, object or colour but adds little insight.

Surface: retells a memory without returning to the text.

Strong: specific, relevant, supported with evidence and clearly explained.

Test it: if the link disappeared, would your interpretation lose anything important?
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Strong Connection Formula

TEXT DETAIL + MEANINGFUL LINK + EVIDENCE + EFFECT

This reminds me of ___ because ___.

The detail ‘___’ supports the link by ___.

This helps me understand ___ because ___.
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Evidence Makes a Link Credible

Quote a short phrase or accurately describe a precise detail.

Explain why that evidence supports the connection.

Choose evidence that relates to meaning, not just a shared object.

Return to the text after making the connection; do not let the memory take over.
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Explain the Effect

A strong link may clarify a character’s motivation or conflict.

It may reveal a theme, pattern, consequence or author choice.

It may challenge a first interpretation or expose a missing viewpoint.

Finish the reasoning: ‘This matters because…’
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Author Purpose

Purpose may be to inform, explain, persuade, entertain, reflect or combine purposes.

Connections can reveal why an author selected certain examples, language or 

structures.

Ask how the connection helps you judge whether the author achieved the purpose.

Purpose is inferred from evidence; it is not guessed from the topic alone.
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Perspective and Bias

Perspective is the position from which a person views or presents an issue.

Bias can influence what a text selects, emphasises, frames or leaves out.

Your own connection can illuminate the text—or make one viewpoint feel automatically 

correct.

Check: Which voices, facts or alternatives are missing?
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Connect Across Text Types

Fiction often develops ideas through character, image, conflict and change.

Nonfiction often develops ideas through claims, evidence, explanation and source 

choice.

Connect transferable ideas, not merely the same topic.

Compare what each text type can show, and where each has limits.
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Synthesise More Than One Link

Gather relevant ideas and evidence from two or more sources.

Notice agreement, difference and tension.

Use a connection to explain how the ideas relate.

Form a new, supported claim that no single source states completely.
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Evaluate Relevance and Strength

Specific: Is the link precise?

Relevant: Does it connect to an important meaning?

Supported: Is there accurate text evidence?

Explained: Does the reader show the effect on understanding?

Use the criteria to rank, revise and defend connections.
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Guided Practice

Talia learns that the local library may shorten its opening hours. She collects borrowing data, 

interviews residents and decides to speak at the council meeting, although public speaking makes her 

nervous.

Make one text-to-self, one text-to-text and one text-to-world connection.

Choose the strongest. Cite a detail and explain how the link deepens meaning.
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Common Traps

Connecting before understanding the text.

Using a vague link such as ‘This happened to me’.

Retelling a memory instead of analysing the source.

Making an unsupported world claim or treating any difference as a failed connection.

Repair the trap by returning to evidence and explaining the effect.
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Reflect and Apply

Before reading: What relevant knowledge might help?

During reading: Which detail prompted a connection?

After reading: How did the link change or complicate my interpretation?

Exit response: Write one strong connection using the four-part formula.
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Well Done!
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Connecting Quiz
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Question 1

After being left out of the school team, Kiera practises each morning. She returns to the trials and earns a place.

Which connection best deepens understanding of Kiera’s experience?

A. I once wore blue shoes to sport.

B. A biography describes an athlete who faced rejection, practised and returned.

C. Both texts mention a team.

D. I like watching sport.
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Answer 1

B. A biography describes an athlete who faced rejection, practised and returned.

The comparison is precise and relevant. It highlights a pattern of perseverance after rejection and helps 

explain why Kiera’s daily practice matters.
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Question 2

Which response contains all four parts of a strong connection?

A. This reminds me of another text.

B. Both sources include a difficult choice.

C. The line ‘she returned to the empty court’ links to the athlete’s second trial; both show deliberate persistence, which 

clarifies the theme of resilience.

D. The character reminds me of myself because we are both people.
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Answer 2

C.

It includes a precise text detail, a meaningful link, supporting reasoning and an explained effect on 

interpretation. The other choices are vague, incomplete or only share a surface feature.
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Question 3

True or false?

A text-to-self connection is automatically stronger than a text-to-text or text-to-world connection 

because it is personal.

Be ready to justify your answer using the quality criteria for strong connections.
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Answer 3

False.

Connection type does not determine quality. A strong connection is specific, relevant, supported and 

explained. A personal memory can still be weak if it distracts from the text or lacks evidence.
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Question 4

A report explains that wetlands store floodwater, filter pollutants and provide habitat.

Which response is only a surface connection?

A. I like water.

B. This links to news about restored wetlands reducing flood damage.

C. A science text also described filtration by soil and plant roots.

D. A local creek project shows that habitat and flood protection can occur together.
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Answer 4

A. I like water.

It shares a broad topic but offers no precise evidence or new insight. The other responses could become 

strong if the reader explains the exact link and its effect on understanding.
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Question 5

A council flyer states: ‘At last, sensible residents will support the only responsible plan.’

What should a reader investigate first when evaluating possible bias?

A. The time the flyer was printed.

B. Whether the border is colourful.

C. The loaded wording, missing viewpoints and evidence for the claim.

D. The reader’s favourite word in the sentence.
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Answer 5

C.

Words such as ‘sensible’ and ‘only responsible’ frame disagreement as unreasonable. A careful reader 

should seek the evidence, alternatives and voices the flyer leaves out.
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Question 6

Text A: ‘Phones steal every real conversation; sensible schools ban them at lunch.’

Text B: ‘A student survey linked phone-free lunches with more conversation, although some students use devices for translation or 

health monitoring.’

Which judgement is best supported?

A. The texts are unbiased because both mention phones.

B. Text A uses absolute, emotive language without evidence. Text B includes data and a counterpoint, but its survey still needs checking.

C. Text A is correct because it sounds confident.

D. Text B has no perspective.
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Answer 6

B.

The judgement compares wording, evidence and omitted complexity. Text B appears more balanced, but a critical 

reader would still ask who was surveyed, how the questions were framed and whether the result was replicated.
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Question 7

A story shows residents passing books hand to hand after a storm damages their library. A report explains that volunteers 

restored the online catalogue and extended mobile-library services.

Which synthesis combines the ideas most effectively?

A. Libraries contain books.

B. Rebuilding access involves practical systems as well as a shared sense of belonging.

C. Storms always close libraries forever.

D. Volunteers can solve every community problem.
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Answer 7

B.

The synthesis combines the story’s image of community care with the report’s evidence about restored 

services. Together, they support a broader claim about both belonging and access.
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Question 8

A poem presents an old tree as a witness to several generations. An article explains how mature urban trees cool 

neighbourhoods and shelter wildlife.

A reader writes: ‘Both texts have trees.’

Why is this connection weak, and how could it be revised to deepen meaning?
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Answer 8

The original response identifies only a shared object.

Exemplar: The poem’s tree preserves community memory, while the article’s mature trees protect present-day 

communities. Together, they show why an old tree can symbolise both continuity and practical care.

The revision uses precise ideas from both sources and explains a new interpretation.
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Question 9

Mina deletes three dramatic claims from her speech because she cannot find reliable sources. She keeps a quieter statistic 

confirmed by two reports.

Which detail best supports a connection to a trustworthy nonfiction writer?

A. Mina is preparing a speech.

B. Some claims sound dramatic.

C. She removes unsupported claims and keeps a statistic confirmed by two reports.

D. Mina is the character’s name.
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Answer 9

C.

This detail shows Mina changing her choices in response to source reliability. It supports a meaningful 

connection to writers who value verifiable evidence over attention-grabbing claims.
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Question 10

‘As the ferry left, Arlo watched the island shrink. He remembered his grandfather’s warning that maps show distance, but 

not belonging.’

Make a text-to-world connection to migration or displacement.

Use one precise detail from the passage.

Explain how the link deepens meaning.

State one limit or fact you would need to check.
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Answer 10

Exemplar: Arlo watching the island shrink connects to people who leave a homeland while their emotional ties remain strong. His 

grandfather’s contrast between ‘distance’ and ‘belonging’ suggests that movement can change location without erasing identity.

Limit: The passage does not explain why Arlo is leaving, so the reader should not assume his experience matches forced 

displacement without further evidence.
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Well Done!
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