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Learning intention

We are learning to connect ideas in a text with our own experiences, other texts and the 

wider world.

Success looks like this:

• Name the type of connection.

• Make a specific, relevant link.

• Explain how the link deepens meaning.

• Use a detail from the text.
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What is a connection?

A reading connection is a link between a detail in a text and something you already know.

The link is useful when it helps you understand a character, event, idea or theme more 

deeply.

A memory or fact is not automatically helpful. The reader must explain the meaning it adds.
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Three powerful connection types

Text-to-Self — a link to your own experience, feeling or knowledge.

Text-to-Text — a link to another story, article, film or other text.

Text-to-World — a link to real events, issues, places, systems or knowledge.

Ask: Which type will help me understand this detail best?
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Text-to-Self

Connect a precise text detail to a specific experience or feeling from your life.

Useful prompts:

• This reminds me of when…

• I understand the character's feeling because…

• Like the character, I once…

Then explain what the experience helps you understand.
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Text-to-Self — worked example

Text detail: Amira takes a different route to school and worries that she will be late.

Connection: This reminds me of finding a new classroom on my first day at a bigger school.

Meaning: That experience helps me understand why Amira feels uncertain even though the 

route may be safe.
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Text-to-Text

Connect the text to another text with a meaningful similarity or difference.

Compare characters, problems, settings, information, themes or author choices.

Useful prompts:

• This is like another text where…

• Both texts show…

• Unlike the other text…

Explain what the comparison reveals.
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Text-to-Text — worked example

Text A: A team calmly tests its solar boat after a slow practice run.

Text B: In another story, a robotics team checks one part at a time instead of rebuilding 

everything.

Meaning: Both texts show that careful problem-solving can matter more than rushing to 

win.
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Text-to-World

Connect a text detail to accurate knowledge about the wider world.

Think about science, history, communities, places, current issues or how real systems work.

Useful prompts:

• This connects to the world because…

• Knowing that… helps me understand…

Keep the link relevant to the text.
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Text-to-World — worked example

Text detail: Volunteers repair an old radio instead of throwing it away.

World knowledge: Repair cafés help communities reuse objects and reduce waste.

Meaning: This explains why fixing the radio matters beyond Mia's memory; the repair also 

keeps useful materials out of landfill.
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What makes a connection helpful?

A strong connection passes three checks.

1. Specific — it names an exact experience, text or world fact.

2. Relevant — it links directly to an important text detail.

3. Explained — it shows how the link builds understanding.

Strong readers also support the explanation with evidence.
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From surface to strong

Surface connection: “I like music.”

Why it is weak: It is vague and does not explain the radio's importance.

Stronger connection: “Music from the radio reminds me of a song my family plays; this helps 

me understand why the radio's memory matters to Mia.”

The stronger version is specific, relevant and explained.
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Think aloud in five steps

1. Notice an important detail.

2. Recall a possible experience, text or world fact.

3. Name the connection type.

4. Test whether the link is specific and relevant.

5. Explain: This helps me understand…

If the link does not deepen meaning, try a stronger one.
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Guided practice

A student garden team notices that younger visitors cannot understand its scientific labels. 

The team adds simple explanations and pictures.

Discuss:

• Make one Text-to-Self connection.

• Make one Text-to-Text connection.

• Make one Text-to-World connection.

• Which one best explains why the change matters?
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Independent practice

Read closely and record all three connection types.

For each connection:

• quote or describe one text detail

• make a specific link

• explain how the link changes or deepens your understanding

Finally, choose your strongest connection and justify your choice.
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Sentence stems for deeper thinking

Text-to-Self: This reminds me of… This helps me understand…

Text-to-Text: This is like another text where… Both texts reveal…

Text-to-World: Knowing that… helps me understand why…

Evidence: The detail “…” supports my thinking because…

Reflection: My strongest connection is… because…
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Exit ticket

Choose one important detail from today's text.

1. Name your connection type.

2. State a specific connection.

3. Explain how it deepens meaning.

4. Include one supporting text detail.

Before you finish, check: specific, relevant, explained and supported.
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Ready to Connect!
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Connecting Quiz
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Question One of Ten

Which statement best defines a reading connection?

A. A picture that decorates the page

B. A guess made before reading

C. A link between a text detail and what the reader already knows

D. A difficult word in the text
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Answer One of Ten

Correct answer: C

A reading connection links a specific detail in the text with the reader's experience, 

another text or knowledge of the wider world.
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Question Two of Ten

True or false?

A Text-to-Self connection links something in the text to the reader's own 

experience, feeling or knowledge.
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Answer Two of Ten

Correct answer: True

Text-to-Self connections use the reader's own experience or knowledge to make 

sense of a text detail.
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Question Three of Ten

Classify this connection.

“This reminds me of when I had to practise before speaking to a group. That helps 

me understand why the character feels nervous.”
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Answer Three of Ten

Correct answer: Text-to-Self

The reader links the character's nervousness to a specific personal experience and 

explains the meaning of the link.
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Question Four of Ten

Which is the strongest Text-to-Text connection?

A. Both covers use blue.

B. Another story also shows a character learning that honesty rebuilds trust.

C. This reminds me of a news report.

D. I once lost something important.
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Answer Four of Ten

Correct answer: B

It compares an important character lesson across two texts. The other choices are 

surface-level or use a different connection type.
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Question Five of Ten

True or false?

A connection is helpful just because it is interesting.
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Answer Five of Ten

Correct answer: False

A helpful connection must be relevant to a text detail and explain how the link 

deepens understanding.
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Question Six of Ten

Name the three main types of reading connection.
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Answer Six of Ten

Text-to-Self

Text-to-Text

Text-to-World

Strong readers choose the type that best helps them understand the text.
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Question Seven of Ten

Which is the strongest Text-to-World connection?

A. I once forgot my water bottle.

B. Another story has a dry setting.

C. Real water restrictions explain why the community limits sprinkler use.

D. The cover has a blue sky.
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Answer Seven of Ten

Correct answer: C

It connects a text detail to accurate knowledge about a real community system 

and explains why an action occurs.
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Question Eight of Ten

True or false?

A helpful connection explains how the link deepens the reader's understanding.
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Answer Eight of Ten

Correct answer: True

Explanation is what turns a remembered experience, text or fact into a meaningful 

reading connection.
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Question Nine of Ten

Strengthen this surface connection.

“I like music.”

Write a specific connection and explain what it helps you understand about a 

character restoring an old family radio.
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Answer Nine of Ten

Model answer:

“Music from the radio reminds me of a song my family plays. This helps me 

understand why restoring the radio preserves an important family memory.”

The model is specific, relevant and explained.
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Question Ten of Ten

Why do readers make connections?

A. To finish reading as quickly as possible

B. To understand characters, ideas, events and themes more deeply

C. To count the pages in a text

D. To skip difficult details
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Answer Ten of Ten

Correct answer: B

Connections activate useful knowledge and help readers build deeper meaning 

from important details.
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Quiz Complete!
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