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Learning Goal

Recognise conjunctions.

Explain the relationship they show.

Use them to build clear compound sentences.
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What Is a Conjunction?

A conjunction is a word that connects.

It can link words, phrases or clauses.

The best conjunction makes the relationship clear.
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What Can Conjunctions Join?

Words: pencils and paper

Phrases: before lunch or after school

Clauses: The bell rang, but we kept working.
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Independent Clauses

An independent clause has a subject and a verb.

It expresses a complete idea.

Two independent clauses can form a compound sentence.
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Meet FANBOYS

FOR • AND • NOR • BUT • OR • YET • SO

FANBOYS helps us remember the seven coordinating conjunctions.

Always choose by meaning.
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FOR

FOR introduces a reason.

I carried a jacket, for the evening was cool.

Ask: Why did the first idea happen?
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AND

AND adds connected information.

Lena packed pencils and paper.

The class planned carefully, and everyone contributed.
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NOR

NOR adds a second negative idea.

We did not rush, nor did we skip a step.

Notice the verb order: nor did we …
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BUT

BUT shows contrast.

The path was steep, but we continued.

The second idea differs from the first.
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OR

OR offers a choice or alternative.

We can rehearse now, or we can meet at lunch.

Both possibilities are presented.
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YET

YET shows a surprising contrast.

The task was hard, yet the team persisted.

YET often makes the contrast feel unexpected.
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SO

SO introduces a result.

Nina checked every calculation, so her answer was accurate.

The second idea happens because of the first.
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The Comma Rule

Use a comma before FANBOYS when it joins two complete ideas.

The rain stopped, but the oval stayed wet.

No comma is needed in pencils and paper.
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Choose by Meaning

FOR gives the reason; SO gives the result.

BUT shows contrast; YET suggests surprise.

AND adds information; OR offers a choice.
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Guided Practice

1. The lights dimmed, yet the actors continued.

2. We can sketch the map, or we can label it.

3. Kai practised daily, so his serve improved.

Name each conjunction and relationship.
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Sentence Workshop

Combine: The hall was crowded. We found two seats.

Combine: I packed an umbrella. Dark clouds covered the sky.

Choose the conjunction. Add the comma. Explain one choice.
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Well Done!
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Conjunctions Quiz
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Question 1

Which word is the conjunction?

“The wind eased, but the flags still snapped.”

A  for     B  but     C  so     D  and
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Answer 1

B — but

BUT shows contrast between the easing wind and the snapping flags.
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Question 2

Choose the conjunction that adds information.

Leo packed a torch ___ spare batteries.

A  yet     B  or     C  and     D  so
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Answer 2

C — and

AND adds spare batteries to the list of items Leo packed.
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Question 3

True or false?

A comma is always needed before and.

Explain your choice.
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Answer 3

False.

Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction only when it joins two 

complete independent clauses.
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Question 4

Choose the conjunction that offers a choice.

We can rehearse now, ___ we can meet at lunch.

A  but     B  or     C  for     D  so
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Answer 4

B — or

OR presents two alternatives: rehearsing now or meeting at lunch.
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Question 5

Combine these ideas in one compound sentence.

The trail was steep. The hikers continued.

Choose a conjunction and add correct punctuation.
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Answer 5

The trail was steep, yet the hikers continued.

YET shows a surprising contrast. BUT would also make logical sense.
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Question 6

Choose the conjunction that shows a result.

Nina checked every calculation, ___ her answer was accurate.

A  so     B  nor     C  but     D  for
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Answer 6

A — so

SO shows that accuracy was the result of Nina checking each calculation.
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Question 7

True or false?

NOR can connect a second negative idea.

Write an example if you can.
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Answer 7

True.

We did not rush, nor did we skip a step.

NOR adds the second negative idea.
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Question 8

Which sentence is punctuated correctly?

A  The rain stopped but, the oval stayed wet.

B  The rain stopped, but the oval stayed wet.

C  The rain, stopped but the oval stayed wet.

D  The rain stopped but the oval, stayed wet.
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Answer 8

B

The rain stopped, but the oval stayed wet.

The comma comes before BUT because it joins two complete ideas.
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Question 9

Why does FOR fit this sentence?

I carried water, for the day was hot.

Name the relationship it introduces.
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Answer 9

FOR introduces the reason.

The hot day explains why the speaker carried water.
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Question 10

Write a compound sentence using SO.

Include two complete ideas and a comma before SO.
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Answer 10

Model: The team practised, so its passing improved.

Check: two complete ideas, logical result, comma before SO.
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Well Done!
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