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Learning Goal
Learn how to find the most important ideas in a text and say them 

clearly in your own words.
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What Is Summarising?
A summary is a shorter version of a text.

It keeps the main idea and key details.

It leaves out tiny details and repeated ideas.
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Main Idea
The main idea is what the whole text is mostly about.

Ask: What does the author want me to understand?
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Key Details
Key details support the main idea.

They explain, prove or show what matters most.

Choose details that help the reader understand the text.
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Leave Out Extras
A strong summary does not include every detail.

Leave out small descriptions, repeated ideas and details that do 

not change the meaning.
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The 5Ws + H
Use these questions to find important parts:

Who? What? When? Where? Why? How?
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Summarising Fiction
For a story, think about the beginning, middle and end.

Include the main character, problem, important action and 

outcome.
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Summarising Non-Fiction
For an information text, find the topic first.

Then choose facts that explain the topic clearly.

Alex
PREVIEW



One-Sentence Summaries
Try telling the most important idea in one sentence.

Use your own words and keep it brief.
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Visual Summaries
Pictures, arrows and simple symbols can help you plan a 

summary before writing.
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Class Practice
Text: Our class planted a garden, cared for seedlings and shared 

vegetables at lunch.

Main idea: The class grew a vegetable garden together.
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Partner Talk

Tell a partner:

What is the main idea?

Which details should stay?

Which details can be left out?
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Success Criteria

I can find the main idea.

I can choose key details.

I can leave out extras.

I can write a short summary in my own words.
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Well Done!
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Question 1
What does it mean to summarise a text?

A. Copy every word

B. Tell the important parts in your own words

C. Count every sentence

D. Draw the cover
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Answer 1
B. Tell the important parts in your own words
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Question 2
True or False:

The main idea is what the text is mostly about.
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Answer 2
True. The main idea tells the big message of the text.
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Question 3
Short answer:

Name one thing a good summary should include.
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Answer 3
Possible answer: the main idea, key details or important events.
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Question 4
Which detail belongs in a summary about a storm rescue?

A. The rescue team arrived before dark.

B. The dog barked twice.

C. Luca wore green socks.

D. The pencil rolled away.
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Answer 4
A. The rescue team arrived before dark.
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Question 5
True or False:

A summary should include every tiny detail.
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Answer 5
False. A summary leaves out tiny or repeated details.
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Question 6
Which set belongs to the 5Ws + H?

A. Who, What, When, Where, Why, How

B. Warm, Wet, Windy, Wild

C. Write, Wait, Wonder, Wave

D. What, Which, Would, Will
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Answer 6
A. Who, What, When, Where, Why, How
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Question 7
Short answer:

Summarise this text: Bees collect nectar from flowers. In the hive, nectar becomes honey.
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Answer 7
Possible answer: Bees collect nectar and turn it into honey.

Alex
PREVIEW



Question 8
True or False:

A summary should use your own words.
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Answer 8
True. Own words show you understand the text.
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Question 9
Which detail could be left out of a summary?

A. The main problem

B. The final outcome

C. A repeated idea

D. The most important fact
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Answer 9
C. A repeated idea
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Question 10
Short answer:

What is one way to check your summary?
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Answer 10
Possible answer: check that it is clear, brief and includes the main idea.
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Well Done!
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