
Table of Contents

Presentation: Comprehension Strategy - Visualising Year 6

Classroom Display: The Visualising Lens

Worksheet 1: Sensory Snapshot

Worksheet 2: Picture the Unseen

Worksheet 3: Transform the Text

Worksheet 4: Visualise and Infer

Worksheet 5: Mental Image Monitor

Worksheet 6: Compare Mental Movies

Activity: Mental Movie Studio

Game: Forbidden Clues

Quiz: Comprehension Strategy - Visualising Year 6

Assessment: The Night Crossing

Rubric: Comprehension Strategy - Visualising Year 6

Scan to start your 
free 7-day trial

www.sukindi.com.au

Homework without the hassle
Sukindi is an Australian learning platform 

that supports Teachers, Parents and 

Students with an interactive homework 

app and downloadable resources.

Comprehension Strategy - Visualising Year 6

https://www.instagram.com/sukindi.learning/
https://www.facebook.com/sukindi.learning
http://www.sukindi.com.au/


PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



Comprehension Strategy:
Visualising
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What is visualising?

Visualising is building a mental image while you read.

The image may include sights, sounds, smells, tastes, movement and touch.

Strong readers keep checking the image against the words.
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The ingredients of a mental image

Text details — precise nouns, vivid verbs, description and comparisons.

Prior knowledge — what you already know about similar places, actions or ideas.

Senses — sound, smell, touch and taste as well as sight.

Imagination — safe details that do not contradict the text.
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Why strong readers visualise

Understand complex settings, actions and processes.

Remember linked details instead of isolated words.

Notice patterns and infer mood, character and cause.

Stay active and notice when meaning breaks down.
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Visualising fiction

Picture where and when the scene occurs.

Track characters’ posture, movement and expressions.

Notice how light, weather, sound and pace shape mood.

Revise the scene as characters act and conditions change.
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Visualising non-fiction

Turn processes into ordered stages.

Place parts, objects and locations in relation to one another.

Convert description into a diagram, map or model.

Check that every labelled feature comes from the text.
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Read for image-building clues

Precise nouns tell you what belongs in the image.

Vivid verbs show movement, speed and force.

Adjectives and comparisons add size, texture, colour and shape.

Spatial and sequence words show position and order.
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Use more than sight

Sound — hum, crash, whisper, echo or silence.

Smell — smoke, salt, damp earth or warm bread.

Touch — heat, pressure, texture, wind or vibration.

Taste — bitterness, sweetness, spice or salt.

A rich image still needs a clue or sensible connection.
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Model passage: the train platform

“Before dawn, the empty platform shone with rain. A signal clicked from red to green, 

and cold wind pushed a newspaper along the tracks.”

What can you see? What can you hear and feel? Which words establish mood?
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Build the first image

Evidence: empty platform, rain, changing signal and moving newspaper.

Scene: a dim, wet station before sunrise.

Sound and touch: the signal clicks; cold wind moves across the platform.

Mood: quiet, watchful and slightly tense.
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Evidence versus invention

Supported: a wet platform, changing signal and moving newspaper.

Safe to imagine: the exact colour of the station walls.

Contradiction: a bright, crowded platform on a hot afternoon.

Rule: imagination fills gaps; it never replaces the text.
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Connect to prior knowledge

Use experience to interpret how a station looks, sounds and operates.

Ask: Which part comes from the text? Which part comes from me?

Keep inferred details tentative rather than treating them as facts.

Revise if new evidence conflicts with your first idea.
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Revise as details arrive

Pause when the author adds a new detail.

Compare the detail with your current image.

Keep details that still fit.

Change or remove details that do not fit.

Explain which words caused the revision.
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Model passage: the market

“Canvas awnings leaned over a narrow lane. Vendors stacked green fruit in wooden 

crates while shoppers moved shoulder to shoulder.”

Build the first image. Which details establish position, colour and movement?
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Update the market image

“Then the first drops struck the awnings. A gust snapped a loose rope, and everyone 

turned towards the darkening harbour.”

What changes? How does the mood shift? Which earlier details remain?
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Visualise mood

Light can make a scene feel open, secretive, warm or harsh.

Sound can build calm, energy, tension or isolation.

Weather can signal comfort, danger or change.

Pace and movement can make the image steady or urgent.

Combine clues before naming the mood.
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Visualise character

Posture can suggest confidence, fatigue or fear.

Movement can show purpose, hesitation or urgency.

Expression and gaze can reveal attention and emotion.

Surroundings can affect what the character notices or avoids.

Use the image and evidence together when you infer.
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Compare two readers’ images

Reader A pictures a very narrow lane with dark green awnings.

Reader B pictures a wider lane with pale canvas awnings.

Both retain stacked fruit, wooden crates and close-moving shoppers.

Minor details may differ when the text does not specify them.
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Different but still supported

Text evidence sets the non-negotiable facts.

Prior knowledge helps interpret how the facts connect.

Imagination chooses safe details the author leaves open.

If an imagined detail clashes with the text, revise it.

Different is acceptable; unsupported is not.
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Transform factual text into a diagram

Identify the parts, stages, positions or relationships.

Place them in the order or space described.

Use arrows, labels and scale only when the text supports them.

Check that every part of the diagram traces back to a phrase.
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Visualising strengthens memory

A mental image links words into a scene, route or model.

Connected details are easier to retrieve than separate facts.

Revising strengthens attention to important new information.

Explaining the image makes your thinking visible and memorable.
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Partner routine

Read a short section aloud.

Pause and build a mental image.

Describe what you picture.

Compare similarities and differences.

Justify ideas with exact details.

Revise together when new evidence appears.
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Useful thinking stems

“In my mind, I picture…”

“The words … helped me see, hear or feel…”

“My image changed when the text said…”

“This detail suggests the mood is…”

“Our images differ, but both are supported because…”
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Build • Check • Revise • Explain

BUILD an image from details, senses and prior knowledge.

CHECK every important feature against the text.

REVISE when new information changes the scene or model.

EXPLAIN how your image supports understanding and inference.

Independent challenge: pause during your next text and narrate the changes.
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Well Done!
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Visualising Quiz

PREVIEW

https://sukindi.com.au/


QUESTION 1 — TRUE OR FALSE

An effective visualisation must copy every imagined detail exactly from the text.
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ANSWER 1

FALSE

Text evidence sets the boundaries, but readers may imagine safe details that do not 

contradict the text.
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QUESTION 2 — MULTIPLE CHOICE

Which combination best builds a supported mental image?

A. Speed and guessing

B. Descriptive details and prior knowledge

C. The title alone

D. Illustrations alone
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ANSWER 2

B. Descriptive details and prior knowledge

These work together while the words remain the evidence base.
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QUESTION 3 — SHORT ANSWER

Name two senses other than sight that can strengthen a mental image.
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ANSWER 3

Any two of hearing, smell, touch and taste.
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QUESTION 4 — TRUE OR FALSE

Two readers can form different images and both be supported by the same text.
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ANSWER 4

TRUE

Both images can be valid when their important details respect the evidence.
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QUESTION 5 — MULTIPLE CHOICE

What should a reader do when a new detail conflicts with the first image?

A. Ignore it

B. Stop reading

C. Revise the image

D. Change the text
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ANSWER 5

C. Revise the image

A mental image is a working model that changes when evidence changes.
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QUESTION 6 — MULTIPLE CHOICE

“The shutters rattled. A white flash split the sky, and the dog pressed against the 

door.”

Which mood is best supported?

A. Carefree

B. Uneasy

C. Celebratory

D. Bored
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ANSWER 6

B. Uneasy

The rattling shutters, sudden flash and dog’s movement create tension.
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QUESTION 7 — SHORT ANSWER

How can prior knowledge help a reader without replacing the text?
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ANSWER 7

Prior knowledge helps interpret clues and fill safe gaps while the text remains the 

evidence base.
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QUESTION 8 — TRUE OR FALSE

Visualising is useful only for stories.
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ANSWER 8

FALSE

Visualising also supports factual texts, sequences, places, systems and processes.
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QUESTION 9 — MULTIPLE CHOICE

Which detail is evidence rather than unsupported invention?

A. A colour stated in the passage

B. A pet that is not mentioned

C. A new character

D. A changed setting
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ANSWER 9

A. A colour stated in the passage

It is directly supplied by the author.
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QUESTION 10 — SHORT ANSWER

“Fog thickened around the harbour. The warning bell sounded, and the crew kept the 

ropes tied.”

What might happen next? Name the detail that supports your inference.
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ANSWER 10

A likely answer: The boat may delay departure because the fog thickens, the warning 

bell sounds and the crew keeps the ropes tied.
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FINAL REVIEW

BUILD a mental image.

CHECK it against evidence.

REVISE when details change.

EXPLAIN how the image supports meaning.
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Well Done!
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