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Comprehension Strategy
Visualising

Year 1
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Learning Goal

We are learning to make a clear mind picture while we listen, view and 

read.

We will use text clues, what we know and our senses.
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What Is Visualising?

Visualising means creating a picture in your mind.

The words give you clues. Your own experiences help you add sensible 

details.
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Why Do We Visualise?

A mind picture helps you:

• understand what is happening

• remember important details

• notice when new clues change your thinking
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Three Ingredients

A strong mind picture uses:

• text clues — words the author gives us

• prior knowledge — what we already know

• senses — what we might see, hear, smell, taste or feel
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Start with Text Clues

Look for describing words, actions and sounds.

“The tiny green frog croaked beside the silver watering can.”

Which words help you make a picture?
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Add What You Know

You may know what wet leaves smell like or how gumboots feel.

Use that knowledge only when it fits the text.

Different readers can picture details differently and still use the same 

clues.
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Use Your Senses

Ask yourself:

• What can I see?

• What can I hear?

• What might I smell, taste or feel?

Use only senses that make sense for the text.
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Let’s Practise

Listen once with your eyes closed:

“Soft rain tapped on the garden shed. Mia pulled on her red gumboots 

and stepped onto the shiny path.”

What appeared in your mind?
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Explain with Evidence

Share your thinking with this frame:

I pictured __________ because the text said __________.

Point to the exact words that support your picture.
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Clue 1

I found something small beside the path.

Pause and draw your first mind picture.
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Clue 2

It was round, silver and shiny.

Add or change details. What do you picture now?
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Clue 3

It had tiny numbers and two hands under a glass face.

What is it? Which clue changed your picture most?
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Use It While You Read

1. Notice an important clue.

2. Make a mind picture.

3. Add a sensible sensory detail.

4. Change your picture when a new clue arrives.

5. Explain your thinking with evidence.
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Well Done!
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Comprehension Strategy
Visualising Quiz

Year 1
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Question 1 — Multiple Choice

Which sentence best explains visualising?

A. Counting every word

B. Making a mind picture from clues

C. Copying a picture from the book

D. Guessing without evidence
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Answer 1

B. Making a mind picture from clues

Visualising uses the author’s words to help you create a picture in your 

mind.
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Question 2 — True or False

Visualising can help you understand and remember a text.

True or false?
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Answer 2

TRUE

A clear mind picture can help you hold on to important details.
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Question 3 — Short Answer

Name two things you can use to make a strong mind picture.
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Answer 3

Any two of:

• text clues

• what you already know

• your senses
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Question 4 — Multiple Choice

Which words give the clearest picture?

A. The thing was there.

B. A frog sat nearby.

C. A tiny green frog croaked beside the silver watering can.

D. It was nice.
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Answer 4

C. A tiny green frog croaked beside the silver watering can.

The describing words, action and sound create useful clues.
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Question 5 — True or False

Everyone’s mind picture must look exactly the same.

True or false?
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Answer 5

FALSE

Readers may imagine some details differently, but their ideas should still 

fit the text.
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Question 6 — Multiple Choice

Which sense does the word salty help most?

A. Seeing

B. Hearing

C. Tasting

D. Smelling
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Answer 6

C. Tasting

Salty describes how something tastes.
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Question 7 — Short Answer

“Dry leaves crunched under Ava’s boots.”

What might Ava hear?
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Answer 7

Ava might hear the dry leaves crunching under her boots.
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Question 8 — Multiple Choice

What should you do when a new clue changes your idea?

A. Ignore it

B. Change your mind picture

C. Stop reading

D. Copy someone else
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Answer 8

B. Change your mind picture

Good readers revise their picture when new evidence arrives.
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Question 9 — True or False

A sensible detail should fit the text.

True or false?
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Answer 9

TRUE

Prior knowledge can add details, but those details must not contradict 

the words.
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Question 10 — Short Answer

Complete the evidence sentence:

I pictured __________ because the text said __________.
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Answer 10

Sample answer:

I pictured a wet garden because the text said soft rain tapped on the 

garden shed.
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Well Done!
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