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Summarising - Year 1
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What is a summary?

A summary is a short retell of the most important ideas.

It tells what matters in your own words.

PRE
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A strong summary

SHORT — Keep it brief.

IMPORTANT — Include the main ideas and key details.

OWN WORDS — Show what you understand.

Leave out tiny details and opinions.PRE
VIEW



Fiction: follow the story

BEGINNING — Meet the character and setting.

MIDDLE — Notice the problem and key events.

END — Explain the solution or ending.

Follow the story in order.PRE
VIEW



Beginning • Middle • End

Luna could not find her lunchbox before recess.

She checked her bag and the classroom shelf.

Then Mia spotted it beside the reading corner.

What happened at the beginning, middle and end?PRE
VIEW



SWBST for fiction

SOMEBODY — Who is the story about?

WANTED — What did they want?

BUT — What problem appeared?

SO — What did they do?

THEN — How did it end?PRE
VIEW



SWBST in one sentence

Somebody: Luna

Wanted: her lunchbox

But: it was missing

So: she searched with Mia

Then: they found it by the reading corner

Summary: Luna lost her lunchbox, so she and Mia searched and 

found it.PRE
VIEW



Setting changes

At the beach, a wave washes away a sandcastle.

In the bush, wind scatters leaves from a cubby.

The setting changes, but the important event stays clear.

Keep only details that help explain the plot.PRE
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Non-fiction summaries

TOPIC — What is the whole text about?

MAIN IDEA — What does the text mostly tell us?

KEY FACTS — Which details explain the main idea?PRE
VIEW



Try a non-fiction text

Koalas have a strong sense of smell.

Their large black noses help them notice food and other 

koalas.

A koala can smell whether gum leaves are fresh enough 

to eat.

What is the topic, main idea and two key facts?PRE
VIEW



Notes become a sentence

Topic — koala noses

Main idea — noses help koalas find food

Key fact — they smell fresh gum leaves

Summary: Koalas use their strong noses to find fresh 

leaves and notice other koalas.PRE
VIEW



Sequence words

FIRST — begin the retell

NEXT and THEN — connect key events

FINALLY — explain the ending

BECAUSE — give a reason

BUT — show a problem

SO — show what happened nextPRE
VIEW



Partner retell

1  Listen without interrupting.

2  Take turns.

3  Point to the key detail.

4  Give a 20-second summary.

5  Ask: Was it short, important and in your own words?PRE
VIEW



Check your summary

Is it SHORT?

Did I include what MATTERS?

Did I use my OWN WORDS?

Can someone understand the text from my summary?PRE
VIEW



Well Done!
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Summarising Quiz
Year 1
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Question 1

Which sentence best explains a summary?

A. Every word from the text

B. A short retell of the important parts

C. A list of personal opinions

D. A new ending for the textPRE
VIEW



Answer 1

B. A short retell of the important parts.
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Question 2

True or false?

A good summary includes every tiny detail.PRE
VIEW



Answer 2

False.

A summary keeps only the important details.PRE
VIEW



Question 3

Name one important part you could include when 

summarising a fiction story.
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Answer 3

Possible answers:

the main character, setting, problem, key event, solution 

or ending.PRE
VIEW



Question 4

Which order helps us summarise a story?

A. Ending, beginning, middle

B. Middle, ending, beginning

C. Beginning, middle, end

D. Facts, opinion, titlePRE
VIEW



Answer 4

C. Beginning, middle, end.
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Question 5

True or false?

We should use our own words when we summarise.PRE
VIEW



Answer 5

True.

Own words show that we understand the text.PRE
VIEW



Question 6

In SWBST, what does BUT help us find?

A. The character

B. The setting

C. The problem

D. The endingPRE
VIEW



Answer 6

C. The problem.

PRE
VIEW



Question 7

Mia wanted to fly her kite, but the string tangled. She 

untangled it and the kite flew.

Give a one-sentence summary.PRE
VIEW



Answer 7

Mia's kite string tangled, so she fixed it and flew her kite.
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Question 8

What should a non-fiction summary include?

A. Topic, main idea and key facts

B. Character, costume and joke

C. Every sentence in the text

D. Only your opinionPRE
VIEW



Answer 8

A. Topic, main idea and key facts.
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Question 9

True or false?

A summary should add our opinions even when they are 

not in the text.PRE
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Answer 9

False.

A summary explains the text, not our extra opinions.PRE
VIEW



Question 10

Wombats dig burrows with strong claws. Burrows keep them cool and safe.

Which is the best summary?

A. Wombats are funny.

B. Wombats dig burrows that keep them cool and safe.

C. Wombats have claws, fur, noses and feet.

D. I would like a wombat.PRE
VIEW



Answer 10

B. Wombats dig burrows that keep them cool and safe.
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Well Done!
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