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Comprehension Strategy:
Questions
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Good readers ask questions

Questions help us:

• wonder about what might happen

• notice when something is confusing

• check meaning

• stay curious
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Before reading: get ready

Look at the title, cover, pictures and text type.

Connect to what you already know.

Ask: What might this text be about?

Make a prediction and explain your clue.
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During reading: stop and wonder

Ask about new words, characters, facts and changes.

Wonder what may happen next.

If something is confusing, stop and reread.

Look for a clue before you move on.
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After reading: think back

Check your prediction.

Which questions were answered?

What do you still wonder?

Name one new learning or connection.
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Six useful question words

WHO — a person or animal

WHAT — an event or thing

WHEN — a time

WHERE — a place

WHY — a reason

HOW — the way something happens
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Right There questions

The answer is stated in the text or picture.

It is often in one clear place.

Right There questions often begin with:

Who?  What?  When?  Where?
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Think More questions

Combine a text clue with what you know.

Think More questions often begin with Why or How.

More than one answer can work —

only when the clues support it.
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Answer and prove it

1. Answer the question.

2. Find a clue.

3. Explain how the clue helps.

I think __________ because the text says or shows __________.
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Guided fiction: The Kite in the Tree

Mia and Yusuf ran with a red kite. A strong gust pulled it into a gum tree. Yusuf looked 

at the long branch and called the groundskeeper.

BEFORE: What might happen?

DURING: How could they get it down?

AFTER: Which question was answered?

PREVIEW



Guided nonfiction: Blue-Banded Bees

Blue-banded bees are native Australian bees. They live alone and make small nests in 

soft soil or clay. They shake flowers to release pollen.

FACT QUESTION: Where do they nest?

THINK MORE: Why are these bees helpful to plants?
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Use the strategy

ASK a useful question.

ANSWER using the text and what you know.

FIND the clue that supports your answer.

EXPLAIN: I think ___ because ___.
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Keep wondering
as you read!
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Comprehension Strategy:
Questions Quiz
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Question 1

Which question is best before reading a book called The Stormy Picnic?

A. What colour is your bag?

B. What might happen at the picnic?

C. Who sits beside you?

D. How old is the school?
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Answer 1

B. What might happen at the picnic?

The title gives a clue about a picnic and stormy weather.
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Question 2

True or false?

Good readers only ask questions after reading.
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Answer 2

False.

Useful questions happen before, during and after reading.
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Question 3

Short answer

Name two question words.
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Answer 3

Any two of:

Who, What, When, Where, Why, How.
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Question 4

Mia put on gumboots and carried an umbrella.

What weather is most likely?

A. Hot and sunny

B. Rainy

C. Snowy

D. Windless
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Answer 4

B. Rainy.

Gumboots and an umbrella are clues.
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Question 5

True or false?

A Right There answer is stated in the text.
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Answer 5

True.

A Right There answer can be found directly in the words or picture.
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Question 6

Short answer

Noah hugged his certificate and grinned.

How does Noah feel? Give one clue.
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Answer 6

Proud or happy.

Clue: he grinned and hugged the certificate.
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Question 7

Little penguins return to shore after sunset.

When do they return?

A. At lunchtime

B. After sunset

C. Before sunrise

D. At morning tea

PREVIEW



Answer 7

B. After sunset.
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Question 8

True or false?

A Think More question may need clues and what you already know.
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Answer 8

True.
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Question 9

Short answer

Write one useful question you could ask after reading a story.
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Answer 9

Answers will vary. A relevant question could be:

Why did the character change?

or

Which question was answered?
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Question 10

Which response best proves an answer?

A. I just know.

B. Maybe.

C. The text says the nest was empty.

D. My friend said so.
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Answer 10

C. The text says the nest was empty.

It names evidence from the text.
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Well done!
Keep asking and proving

your answers.
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