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Learning Goal

We are learning to identify main ideas and key details, take brief notes, and write accurate 

summaries in our own words.

Success criteria

• I can separate essential information from minor details.

• I can summarise fiction, non - fiction and multiple sources.
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What Is Summarising?

Summarising means reducing a text to its most important ideas.

A strong summary is accurate, brief and complete.

It uses your own words and keeps the meaning of the original text.
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Why Summarising Matters

Summarising helps readers to:

• check that they understand a text

• remember important information

• connect ideas across a text

• explain learning clearly to others
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A Four-Step Process

1. Read the whole text and think.

2. State the topic and main idea.

3. Select only the essential key details.

4. Combine the ideas in your own words.

Then reread: Is it accurate, brief and complete?
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Finding the Main Idea

The topic tells what the text is about.

The main idea tells the most important point about that topic.

Ask: What does the author most want me to understand?

Check that every essential detail supports your answer.
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Key Details or Minor Details?

Key details explain, prove or develop the main idea.

Minor details may be interesting, but the summary still makes sense without them.

Test each detail: If I remove it, do I lose important meaning?
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Identifying Key Words

Look for repeated ideas, important names, precise subject vocabulary and words that 

show cause, change or sequence.

Choose short words or phrases —not whole copied sentences.

Use them as clues when you write in your own words.
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Effective Note-Taking

Use headings, key words, short phrases, arrows and symbols.

Group related ideas together.

Avoid copying full sentences.

Good notes make the structure visible and help you draft a concise summary.
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Summarising Fiction

Use Somebody - Wanted - But- So- Then:

• Somebody — the main character

• Wanted — the goal

• But — the central problem

• So — the key response or events

• Then — the resolution

Include the theme only when it is important.
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Fiction Worked Example

Somebody: the three pigs

Wanted: safe homes

But: a wolf destroyed two houses

So: they sheltered in the brick house

Then: the strong house kept them safe

Summary: The three pigs sought safe homes, but a wolf destroyed two houses, so they 

gathered in the brick house and stayed safe.
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Summarising Non-Fiction

Start with the topic and main idea.

Select facts that explain the main idea, such as causes, effects, stages or comparisons.

Leave out examples that repeat the same point.

Combine connected details into clear own - word sentences.
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Try It: Tigers

Tigers are powerful cats that live in parts of Asia. Their striped coats help them blend into 

forests and grasslands. Tigers usually hunt alone and rely on stealth. Habitat loss and 

illegal hunting have reduced wild populations. Protected habitats and anti - poaching 

work can help them survive.

What is the main idea? Which details are essential?
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Model Non-Fiction Summary

Main idea: Tigers are specialised hunters whose survival is threatened by human activity.

Model summary: Tigers are solitary Asian cats whose striped coats and stealth help them 

hunt. Habitat loss and illegal hunting have reduced their numbers, so protected habitats 

and anti - poaching action are important for their survival.
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Summarising Multiple Sources

Read each source separately first.

Record its main idea and essential evidence.

Then compare the notes:

• Which ideas agree?

• What unique detail does each source add?

• Are there differences that need explaining?

Write one connected synthesis, not two mini - summaries.
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Compare Two Sources

Source A: Elephants use their trunks to breathe, smell, drink, gather food and 

communicate.

Source B: Elephant herds are led by experienced females. Herd members cooperate to 

protect calves and locate water.

Shared topic: how elephants survive.

Unique ideas: trunk adaptations and social cooperation.
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Combined-Source Summary

Elephants survive through both physical adaptations and social cooperation. Their 

versatile trunks help them breathe, smell, drink, feed and communicate, while experienced 

herd leaders guide groups to water and members protect calves. Together, these features 

help elephants meet daily needs and respond to danger.
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Your Turn

1. Read the elephant practice text.

2. Record the topic and main idea.

3. Choose six to eight key words or phrases.

4. Group details that belong together.

5. Write a three - sentence summary in your own words.

6. Check for accuracy, brevity and completeness.
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Practice Text: Elephants

African elephants shape their habitats as they feed and travel. They push over small trees, 

open paths and dig for water, which can create resources for other animals. Elephants 

also spread seeds in their dung. However, shrinking habitats can bring elephants into 

conflict with farms and communities. Wildlife corridors and careful land planning can 

reduce these conflicts.
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Model Response

Main idea: Elephants change ecosystems, but habitat pressure can create conflict with 

people.

Model summary: As African elephants feed and move, they open paths, create access to 

water and spread seeds, which benefits other species. Shrinking habitats can increase 

conflict with people, so wildlife corridors and careful land planning can help elephants and 

communities coexist.
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Summary and Review

A strong summary:

• states the main idea

• includes only essential details

• follows the text's structure

• uses brief, organised notes

• combines ideas in your own words

• remains accurate, concise and complete

Explain one strategy you will use in your next reading task.
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Well Done!
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Summarising Quiz
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Question 1

True or false?

Summarising a text can improve comprehension because it requires the reader to identify 

and connect the most important ideas.
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Answer 1

Correct answer: True

Summarising checks understanding by requiring the reader to select, organise and 

restate essential meaning.
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Question 2

True or false?

A summary should usually be written in the reader's own words.
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Answer 2

Correct answer: True

Using your own words shows understanding and prevents the summary from becoming 

copied notes.
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Question 3

What is summarising?

A. Copying every important sentence

B. Giving a brief account of the main ideas and essential details

C. Sharing only your opinion about the text

D. Listing every event in order
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Answer 3

Correct answer: B

A summary gives a brief, accurate account of the main ideas and essential details.
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Question 4

True or false?

A strong summary should include as many details as possible.
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Answer 4

Correct answer: False

A strong summary includes only details that are essential to understanding the main idea.
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Question 5

When summarising non - fiction, what should you focus on?

A. Main ideas and key details

B. Every example

C. Only unfamiliar words

D. Your favourite fact
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Answer 5

Correct answer: A

The main idea and key details preserve the essential meaning of the text.
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Question 6

Which is NOT a useful summarising skill?

A. Identifying the main idea

B. Selecting key words

C. Copying the text exactly

D. Combining related details
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Answer 6

Correct answer: C

Copying exactly does not show that the reader has processed and restated the meaning.
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Question 7

What is the main idea?

A. The longest sentence

B. The text's most important point

C. One interesting example

D. The final word
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Answer 7

Correct answer: B

The main idea is the most important point the author wants the reader to understand.
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Question 8

True or false?

The main idea is always stated in the first sentence.
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Answer 8

Correct answer: False

The main idea may be stated in another place or may need to be inferred from the whole 

text.
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Question 9

In one or two sentences, explain the purpose of summarising a text.
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Answer 9

Model answer: Summarising helps a reader check understanding, remember important 

information and communicate the text's essential meaning concisely.
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Question 10

Giant pandas mainly eat bamboo. Their strong jaws and broad teeth help crush tough 

stems. Although pandas can climb and swim, they spend much of the day feeding 

because bamboo provides limited energy.

Record four key words or phrases that belong in a summary.
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Answer 10

Possible key words or phrases:

• giant pandas

• mainly eat bamboo

• strong jaws and broad teeth

• bamboo provides limited energy

• spend much of the day feeding

Any four accurate essential ideas are acceptable.
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Well Done!
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